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Foreword

HIS work on Matthew chapter 24 took its first form in a 31-
page pamphlet titled, The Second Advent, and published some
time in the 1860’s.

In 1871 it was printed in an expanded form of 80 pages, and ti-
tled The Second Coming of Christ, and including a discussion of
the Ten Virgins parable from Matthew chapter 25.

This was then reprinted in 1876 with a few small changes, and
leaving out the discussion of the ten-virgin parable of Matthew
25. Finally, in 1880 the 1876 version was reprinted with no
changes, so far as I can tell.

For this edition, I started with the 1871 edition, and then care-
fully compared with the 1880 edition, only making changes
where there was an improvement to the text. These changes were
quite small. I have retained the discussion of Matthew 25 from the
1871 edition, as this parable only makes sense when interpreted
in the light of the Advent movement and history. I've also re-
tained a few other paragraphs quoted from other books, which
had been removed in 1876/1880. So this is the most complete edi-
tion to date.

I have also divided the sub-sections into separate chapters to
make the outline a bit more clear. And as usual, with all the books
I prepare, I have modernized the KJV Old-English pronouns and
archaic words, while retaining the same sentence structure.

Frank Zimmerman
practicaprophetica.com



Introduction

From the 1876 and 1880 printings

O the Reader: Your careful and prayerful attention is invited

to the prophetic address of the Son of God in the pages that
follow. And as you read this pamphlet, may the Holy Spirit open
to your mind the beautiful harmony of the subject in its several
parts, as fulfilled in the church from the time of the first advent of
Christ to the close of human probation.

James White




1. A Prophecy of Christ's Second Advent

Matthew 24:1-3, 33

Matthew 24

’ [Disciples:] What shall be the sign of your coming, and of the
end of the world?

3 [Jesus:] When you shall see all these things, know that it is
near, even at the doors.

NO TRUTH of inspiration can be more clearly stated than
that God reveals His designs to His prophets, that men and
nations may be warned before their accomplishment.

Amos 3
7 Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He reveals His secret
unto His servants the prophets.

Before visiting with judgments, God has uniformly sent forth
warnings sufficient to enable the believing to escape His wrath,
and to condemn those who have not heeded the warning. This
was the case before the flood.

Hebrews 11

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his house, by
which he condemned the world.

At a later period, when the nations had become sunken in idol-
atry and crime, and the destruction of wicked Sodom was deter-
mined, the Lord said,

Genesis 18

7 Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which | do;

'® Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

And due notice was given to righteous Lot, who, with his
daughters, was preserved; and none, even in that guilty city, per-
ished without due warning. Lot evidently warned the people; and,
in thus communing with them, was...
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2 Peter 2
7...vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked.

When he warned his sons-in-law,

Genesis 19
14 ..he seemed as one that mocked.

And when...

*...the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the
house round, both old and young, all the people from every
quarter,

-Lot warned them, and entreated them to desist from their
wickedness. And they at once did that which all sinners, since the
days of righteous Lot, have been disposed to do to those who
faithfully warn them of their sins; namely, they charged him with
being a judge.

Before the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, a forerunner was
sent to prepare the way before the Lord. Those who did not re-
ceive Christ, were rejected, “because,” as He said of Jerusalem,
when warning the people of the destruction of their city and tem-
ple,

Luke 19
# _..you knew not the time of your visitation.

We have on record the Lord’s prediction of the destruction of
Jerusalem during the time of the generation that rejected Him,
which was fulfilled in less than forty years from the time of His
crucifixion. And that the Christians in Judea might escape its im-
pending doom, they were told that when they should...

Luke 21
2 _.see Jerusalem compassed with armies,

—or, as recorded by Matthew,

Matthew 24
15 ..the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, stand in the holy place,
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—they were to...

Luke 21
2 flee to the mountains.

They heeded the admonition, and escaped in safety to Pella.
Such is the testimony of inspiration respecting the dealings of
God with His people in past ages. And it cannot be supposed that
He will change His course relative to the future, when that future
is to realize the crowning consummation of all prophetic declara-
tions.

Can anything be learned from the Bible relative to the period of
the second advent, is a question unsettled in many minds. This is
a grave inquiry; and, from the very nature of the subject, is wor-
thy of close investigation, and a candid answer. It is a matter of
painful regret that many, under the influence of popular preju-
dice, have decided that the period of the second advent is a secret,
hidden with the Lord. While these may scarcely be reached with
this subject, as long as they remain under the influence of those
religious teachers who denounce all investigation of it as prying
into the secrets of the Almighty, there is still a larger class who
wait for evidence before deciding. It is with ardent hope of bene-
fiting these, that we write.

We accept the Bible as a revelation from Heaven. What God has
revealed in that book, let no man call a mystery, or a secret of the
Almighty.

Deuteronomy 29
» The secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but those

things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for-
ever.

If the sacred Scriptures do not designate any period in particu-
lar for the second appearing of Christ, then men should at once
abandon the vain search for proofs of His soon coming. But if
prophecy, in a most clear and harmonious manner, does point to
the period of that great event, and if there is evidence that...
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Matthew 24
3 it is near, even at the doors,

—the subject at once assumes vast importance. When the disci-
ples inquire,

> What shall be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the
world?

—Jesus does not reprove them for inquiring into that which was
purposely hidden from all men; but He answers that question in
the most definite manner. He even states that there should be

signs of that event in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and
adds,

* When you shall see all these things, know that it is near, even
at the doors.

The simple fact that the Lord mentions signs of His second ad-
vent, is the best proof possible that His people were not to remain
ignorant of the relative nearness of the event. Add to this evi-
dence His declaration that when these signs should be seen, His
people should know that it was near, even at the doors, and the
case becomes an exceedingly strong one. Probably no one chapter
of the Bible speaks more fully, and more definitely, upon the sub-
ject of the second coming of Christ, than Matthew 24. We invite
the attention of the candid reader to a brief explanation of the en-
tire chapter.
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2. The Destruction of the Temple

Matthew 24:1-2

Matthew 24
' And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple; and His dis-
ciples came to Him for to show Him the buildings of the temple.

ESUS had been addressing the multitude, in the presence of

His disciples. He had reproved the scribes and Pharisees for
their sins, and had declared the doom of the Jews, their city, and
their temple.' The disciples supposed that the temple would stand
forever. And they called the attention of Christ to its magnifi-
cence and strength, as if to convince Him that He was mistaken.

2 And Jesus said unto them, Do you not see all these things? Ver-
ily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon an-
other, that shall not be thrown down.

This statement from the Master could but deeply interest the
disciples. And whether they supposed that the destruction of the

' Matthew chapter 23.
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temple, the coming of Christ and the end of the age, would all oc-
cur, at the same time, or at different periods, it matters not; since
Christ, in His answer in this chapter, has distinctly spoken of
each separately, and has given each its place in the prophetic his-
tory of events.

Matthew 24

> And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came
unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be?
and what shall be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the
world?

These questions relate, first, to the destruction of Jerusalem;
and, second, to Christ’s second coming at the end of the Christian
age. They were distinctly answered by our Lord, not, however, be-
fore the promiscuous multitude; but on the occasion of a private
interview with His disciples. Christ here speaks to His disciples;
hence His words are addressed to the church ever after. Mark the
caution given by our Lord as He commences to answer these
questions.
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3. False Christs

Matthew 24:4-5

Matthew 24

* And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no
man deceive you.

3 For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall
deceive many.

ESUS knew the heart of man, and that many impostors would

arise, and deceive multitudes. He here warns His disciples, and
guards them against the deceptions of corrupt and ambitious
men. Such was the general expectation of the appearance of the
Messiah among the Jews, that many would set up the claim that
they were the Christ, to carry out selfish purposes. Buck, in his
Theological Dictionary, gives a list of false Christs as they have ap-
peared during the Christian dispensation.

1. Caziba, who set himself up at the head of the Jewish nation,
and proclaimed himself their long-expected Messiah. To facilitate
the success of his bold enterprise, he changed his name to that of
Barchocheba, alluding to the Star foretold by Balaam. Adrian
raised an army, and sent it against him. He retired into a town
called Bither, where he was besieged. Barchocheba was killed in
the siege, the city was taken, and a dreadful havoc succeeded. The
Jews themselves allow that, during this short war against the Ro-
mans in defense of this false Messiah, they lost five or six hun-
dred thousand souls. This was in the former part of the second
century.

2. In the reign of Theodosius the younger, in the year of our
Lord 434, another impostor arose, called Moses Cretensis. He pre-
tended to be a second Moses, sent to deliver the Jews who dwelt
in Crete.

3. In the reign of Justin, about 520, another impostor appeared,
who called himself the son of Moses. His name was Dunaan. He
entered into a city of Arabia Felix, and there he greatly oppressed
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the Christians; but he was taken prisoner, and put to death by
Elesban, an Ethiopian general.

4. In the year 529, the Jews and Samaritans rebelled against the
Emperor Justinian, and set up one Justin for their king; and ac-
counted him the Messiah. The emperor sent an army against
them, killed great numbers of them, took their pretended Messiah
prisoner, and immediately put him to death.

5. In the year 571, was born Mahomet, in Arabia. At first he
professed himself the Messiah who was promised to the Jews. By
this means, he drew many of that unhappy people after him. In

some sense, therefore, he may be considered in the number of
false Messiahs.

6. About the year 721, in the time of Leo Isaurus, arose another
false Messiah in Spain; his name was Serenus. He drew great
numbers after him, to their no small loss and disappointment, but
all his pretensions came to nothing.

7. The twelfth century was fruitful in false Messiahs; for about
the year 1137, there appeared one in France, who was put to
death, and many of those who followed him.

8. In the year 1138, the Persians were disturbed with a Jew who
called himself the Messiah. He collected together a vast army. But
he, too, was put to death, and his followers treated with great in-
humanity.

9. In the year 1157, a false Messiah stirred up the Jews at Cor-
duba, in Spain. The wiser and better sort looked upon him as a
madman, but the great body of the Jews in that nation believed in
him. On this occasion almost all the Jews in Spain were de-
stroyed.

10. In the year 1167, another false Messiah arose in the king-
dom of Fez, which brought great troubles and persecution upon
the Jews that were scattered through that country.
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11. In the same year an Arabian set up for the Messiah, and pre-
tended to work miracles. When search was made for him, his fol-
lowers fled.

12. Not long after this, a Jew, who dwelt beyond Euphrates,
called himself the Messiah, and drew vast multitudes of people
after him.

13. In the year 1174, a magician and false Christ arose in Persia,
who was called David Almusser. He pretended that he could
make himself invisible; but he was soon taken and put to death,
and a heavy fine laid upon his brethren the Jews.

14. In the year 1176, another of these impostors arose in
Moravia. But the reign of delusion is short, and his fate appears to
have been similar to that of his predecessor.

15. In the year 1199, a famous cheat and rebel appeared in Per-
sia, called David el David. He was a man of learning, a great ma-
gician, and pretended to be the Messiah. He raised an army
against the king, but was taken and imprisoned.

16. We are told of another false Christ in this same century, by
Maimonides and Solomon; but they take no notice either of his
name, country, or good or ill success. Here we may observe that
no less than ten false Christs arose in the twelfth century, and
brought prodigious calamities and destruction upon the Jews in
various quarters of the world.

17. In the year 1497, we find another false Christ, whose name
was Ismael Sophus, who deluded the Jews in Spain. He also per-
ished, and as many as believed in him were dispersed.

18. In the year 1500, Rabbi Lemlem, a German Jew of Austria,
declared himself a forerunner of the Messiah, and pulled down
his own oven, promising his brethren that they should bake their
bread in the Holy Land next year.
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19. In the year 1509, one whose name was Plefferkorn, a Jew of
Cologne, pretended to be the Messiah. He afterward affected,
however, to turn Christian.

20. In the year 1534, Rabbi Salomo Malcho, giving out that he
was the Messiah, was burnt to death by Charles the fifth, of
Spain.

21. In the years 1615, a false Christ arose in the East Indies, and
was greatly followed by the Portuguese Jews, who were scattered
over that country.

22. In the year 1624, another in the Low Countries pretended to
be the Messiah of the family of David, and of the line of Nathan.
He promised to destroy Rome, and to overthrow the kingdom of
Antichrist, and the Turkish Empire.

23. In the year 1666, appeared the false Messiah Sabatai Sevi,
who made so great a noise, and gained such a number of prose-
lytes. He was born at Aleppo, imposed on the Jews for a consider-
able time; but afterward, with a view of saving his life, turned
Mahometan, and was at last beheaded.

24. The last false Christ that had made any considerable number
of converts, was one Rabbi Mordecai, a Jew of Germany; he ap-
peared in the year 1682. It was not long before he was found out
to be an impostor, and was obliged to fly from Italy to Poland, to
save his life.

Here, then, we have a record of twenty-four false Christs who
arose at different periods during about thirteen hundred years of
the Christian age, and deceived “many,” as the Lord had said.
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4. Wars, Famines, Pestilences, Earthquakes

Matthew 24:6-8

Matthew 24

¢ And you shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you be
not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end
is not yet.

” For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against king-
dom. And there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth-
quakes, in divers places.

® All these are the beginning of sorrows.

ARS, famines, pestilences, and earthquakes, have occurred

at different periods since these words were spoken. There-
fore, these, as they have ever existed, cannot be regarded as the
especial signs of the end. It may be urged, however, with a good
degree of consistency, that the Scriptures teach that these calami-
ties would exist in the last days to that extent as to constitute a
sign of the approaching Judgment. We wish to keep the important
fact distinctly before the mind, that the sacred Scriptures do teach
when men may not, and when they may, look for the second ap-
pearing of Jesus Christ.

The sacred writers had so uniformly associated such judgments
as war, famine, pestilence, and earthquake, with the last Judg-
ment, that the disciples would be in danger of concluding that the
end would immediately follow the first appearance of these
calamities; hence the caution given:

¢ These things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

Here the disciples were clearly taught that they should not ex-
pect the end in their day. This fact is worthy of the candid atten-
tion of those who object to the proclamation of the second advent
of Christ in the form of an especial message. These sometimes as-
sert that it was right for the disciples to look for Christ in their
day, and that it has been scriptural and right for all Christians to
look for the second appearing of Christ in their time, from the
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days of the chosen twelve to the present time. And they decide
that no more can be learned and believed upon this subject in our
time, than by the Christians of past generations, and that the pub-
lic mind should not now be moved upon this great question, any
more than in all past time since the first advent of Christ.

We have seen that this position is incorrect so far as the early
disciples were concerned. They are cited to the distant future as
the time when their Lord should come. They are assured that they
need not be troubled at hearing of wars and rumors of wars;

Matthew 24
¢...for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

Our Lord then guides the minds of His disciples, as we shall see
in the examination of this chapter, down over the time of the
great apostasy, and the long period of the rule of papal Rome, be-
fore mentioning a sign of His second advent. He does not inti-
mate that His people during these long periods may expect the
end. No, not once. But when He comes near our time, the Lord
gives signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars, and adds:

» When you shall see all these things, know that it is near, even
at the doors.

Mark this: Our Lord does not mention wars, famines, pesti-
lences, and earthquakes, as signs of His second advent; but,
rather, as events of common occurrence all the way through the
Christian age, which must exist before the end. And history at-
tests the fact that these calamities have covered at least seventeen
centuries. The following is from a work of Noah Webster, LL. D.,
published in 1799:

* By famine and sword, 580,000 Jews were destroyed between
96 AD and 180 AD.

* In Antioch, from 96 AD to 180 AD, earthquakes destroyed 13
cities, and over 100,000 lives.

* In Rome, 169 AD, pestilence destroyed 10,000 daily.
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* In Rome, 187 AD, pestilence appeared, and continued three
years.

* In London, 310 AD, by famine, 40,000 died.

* In 446 AD, Sept. 17", an earthquake shook down the walls of
Constantinople, and 57 towers fell.

¢ In Rome, 539 AD, in one district 50,000 died.

* In Antioch, 588 AD, an earthquake killed 60,000.

* In 590 AD, the plague killed 10,000 daily in Turkey.

* In 679 AD, a severe famine in England three years.

* In 717 Ap, in Constantinople, 300,000 died of plague.

* In 1005 AD, earthquakes three months, followed by pesti-
lence, by which it is said one-third of the human race died.

* In 1077 Ap, in Constantinople, so many died by plague and
famine, the living could not bury them.

* In 1124 Ap, in Italy, there was such famine that the dead lay
in the streets, not buried; and in England, one-third of the

people died of plague.
* In 1294 Ap, in England, thousands died of famine.

* In 1345 Ap, in London, 50,000 died of plague and famine,
and were buried in one graveyard; in Norwich, 50,000; in
Venice, 100,000; in Florence, 100,000; in Eastern nations,
20,000,000. It was called the black death.

¢ In 1352 AD, in China, 900,000 died of famine.

* In 1450 AD, in Milan, 60,000 died of plague.

* In 1611 AD, in Constantinople, 200,000 died of plague.
* In 1625 AD, in London, 35,000 died of plague.

* In 1626 AD, in Lyons, 600,000 died of plague.

* In 1665 AD, in London, 68,000 died of plague.

* In 1755 AD, in the East, an earthquake destroyed the city of
Lisbon, killing 50,000. In Mitylene and the Archipelago it
shook down 2,000 houses. It shook all the Spanish coast.
The plague followed, which destroyed 150,000 lives in Con-
stantinople.
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5. Persecution

Matthew 24:9-10

Matthew 24

’ Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you;
and you shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.

' And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one an-
other, and shall hate one another.

HERE is a brief description of the afflictions and martyrdom
of the church of Christ. Thousands of the faithful followers
of Jesus were most cruelly put to death by pagan Rome; yet the
prophecy doubtless applies more particularly to the long period
of papal persecutions, in which not less than fifty millions of
Christians were put to death in the most cruel manner that
wicked men and demons could invent.

In these verses we are brought down over the long period of the
martyrdom of the church of Jesus Christ, to near the present gen-
eration.
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6. False Prophets

Matthew 24:11

Matthew 24
" And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

N THE common use of the word, a prophet is one that foretells;
but the word sometimes means simply a teacher.

* Prophets of God declare the future, being instructed by
good angels and the Spirit of God.

* False Prophets make predictions by the agency of wicked
spirits and the power of Satan.

And while this is true of those who are under the direct inspira-
tion of superior beings, good or evil,

* Consecrated teachers of divine truth may be regarded as
God’s prophets; and

* Teachers of error may be properly called false prophets.

True and false prophets may be known. The prophets of God
are teachers of purity, reprovers of sin, and faithful in warning
the people of coming dangers. The duties of those whom God
calls to speak in His great name, are clearly expressed by the sa-
cred writers. We here quote from three of them.

Isaiah 58
' Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet, and show
my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.

Joel 2

' Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain. Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day
of the Lord comes, for it is nigh at hand.

2 Timothy 4

"I charge you therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom;
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2 Preach the word; be instant is season and out of season; re-
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.

False prophets do not reprove the people for their sins, they do
not warn them of coming danger; but they proclaim peace to the
sinner. Their teachings lead away from God and His word, and
are such as to please the unconverted mind. The inspired writers
have also spoken definitely of the testimony and work of false
prophets. We here give several for example.

Ezekiel 13

® And my hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and
that divine lies. They shall not be in the assembly of my people,
neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel,
neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and you shall
know that | am the Lord God.

'” Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying,
Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and lo,
others daubed it with untempered mortar.

Jeremiah 6

" For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them, ev-
ery one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto
the priest, every one deals falsely.

" They have healed, also, the hurt of the daughter of my people
slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.

Jeremiah 14

¥ Then said |, Ah, Lord God! behold, the prophets say unto them,
You shall not see the sword, neither shall you have famine; but |

will give you assured peace in this place.

" Then the Lord said unto me. The prophets prophesy lies in my

name. | sent them not, neither have | commanded them, neither

spoken unto them.

After stating the duty of the faithful servant of God to preach
the word, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long-suffering
and doctrine, the apostle says:
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2 Timothy 4

* For the time will come when they will not endure sound doc-
trine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers having itching ears;

* And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables.

That time has now fully come. The people choose pleasing fa-
bles, which do not disturb them in their sins, rather than the re-
proving, searching declarations of the word of God. They love to
be deceived by the teachings of false prophets, and...

Isaiah 30

1 ...say to the seers, See not, and to the prophets, Prophesy not
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy de-
ceits.

Jeremiah 5

# Shall | not visit for these things? says the Lord. Shall not my
soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

% A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land;

' The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by
their means; and my people love to have it so; and what will you
do in the end thereof?

The ears of the people are filled with the pleasing fables of the
world’s conversion, a good time coming, and that we are just en-
tering the golden age. The threatenings of God’s word on the
proud, the haughty, the vain, the rich, the sinners in Zion, and
those out of Zion, are kept back by the false teachers of these
times. Many of them even dare to teach that the moral code of the
ten commandments is abrogated. And as the result of such a
course, and of such teaching, we see, in the professed church of
Jesus Christ, that iniquity abounds.
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7. Iniquity Abounds

Matthew 24:12

Matthew 24
' And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold.

I T IS evident that both the abounding of iniquity, and the wax-
ing cold of the love of many, are fulfilled in the professed
church of Jesus Christ. Men must first experience the love of God,
and of heavenly things, before that love can grow cold. Hence,
common, unconverted sinners are not here referred to as aposta-
tizing. And, again, the prevalence of iniquity in the unconverted
world alone, would stimulate the church to greater diligence, and
more godliness, instead of being a cause of apostasy. Hence the
iniquity here mentioned is in the very heart of the professed
church, diffusing its chilly influence through the whole body. As
the result, the love of many has grown cold. With this, agree the
words of the apostle:

2 Timothy 3

' This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incon-
tinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

* Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God;

® Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof;
from such turn away.

Here is a catalog of eighteen sins, all resting upon those who
have a form of godliness. These are not infidels and common
worldly sinners, for those have not a form of godliness; but they
are men and women professing to be followers of Jesus Christ.
And although they make a profession of piety as high as Heaven,
these very sins lie at their doors. And by reason of their example,
and their chilly influence, many are led from the humble path to
Heaven, and their love waxes cold.
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8. The End

Matthew 24:13-14

Matthew 24
3 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

HE word end, wherever used in this chapter, refers to the end

of the age, and to nothing else. It is the end associated in the
New Testament with the second appearing of Jesus Christ. The
disciples did not ask their Lord (see verse 3) when they should
die; but:

> What shall be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the
world?

Neither does the Lord speak of death, when He says,
¢...but the end is not yet.

And it would be strange indeed to suppose that the word end,
in verse 14, meant death. If any think such a position admissible,
let them read it into the text, as follows:

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world, for a witness to all nations, and then shall death come”

Absurdity!

' And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end
come.

This is the first sign of the end given by our Lord in answer to
the question,

> What shall be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the
world?

But this verse is supposed (by many) to prove that all men will
be converted, and that there will then follow one thousand years
in which all will...
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Hebrews 8
" ...know the Lord, from the least to the greatest.

Some hold that the one thousand years of Revelation 20, are
prophetic, each day in the year representing a year, making three
hundred and sixty-five thousand years. And many of these very
men teach that nothing can be known of the period of the second
advent. But would they not know when their supposed millen-
nium, whether it be literal time, or prophetic, had commenced?
Certainly they would. Then they would know when it would ter-
minate, and bring the coming of the Son of Man, and the Judg-
ment. If those enjoying the millennium could not tell when it
commenced, then it would hardly be worth having. If they could
tell when it commenced, most certainly they could tell when it
would close. These men should be the very last to oppose the
view that the prophetic word points to the very generation that
shall witness the second advent.

But the text does not say that every individual will even hear
this gospel of the kingdom. It does not state that any one will be
converted and made holy by it. And we find it far from intimating
that a world would be converted, and remain so one thousand
years, and that those who should enjoy that happy period would
know nothing of when it would terminate by the coming of the
Son of Man, and the unveiled glories of Jehovah, Jesus, and the
mighty angels. The text simply states:

First:

Matthew 24
" And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world,

Second:

14 .for a witness unto all nations,...

Third:

' ...and then [not one thousand years later, nor three hundred
and sixty-five thousand; but THEN] shall the end come.
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If we understand the phrase, “this gospel of the kingdom,” to be
the gospel in the common acceptation of the word, is not the
work very nearly accomplished?

J. Litch, in his Prophetic Expositions, p. 147, under the heading,
“Signs of the Times,” says:

Rev. J. O. Choules, author of a voluminous work, a History of
Missions, from the apostolic age down to the present day, being
asked, last May (1842), if he knew of any nation which never had
received the gospel, replied that he did not; but he thought the
promise implied something more than its being barely preached
in each nation. The same question was proposed to Rev. Mr.
James, general financial agent of the American Bible Society, and
nearly the same answer was elicited. Dr. Nathan Bangs, for many
years at the head of the Methodist missionary operations, was
asked the question last July, and after reflecting some time,
replied that he believed there was a tribe, somewhere upon the
north-west coast of North America, to whom it had never been
preached.

William Miller, in his Lectures, p. 288, says:

Is not this sign already accomplished? Bible translated into
more than two hundred different languages; missionaries sent
among all nations known to us on the globe. The gospel has now
spread over the four quarters of the globe. It began in Asia. In the
apostles’ days, that quarter was full of light. From thence it went
into Africa; and, for a number of centuries, Africa stretched out
her hands unto God. Europe, too, has had a long visitation of
gospel blessings; and now America, the last quarter of the globe,
is reaping a harvest of souls for the last day. The gospel, like the
sun, arose in the east, and will set in the west.

But if the term, “this gospel of the kingdom,” be understood as
applying to the proclamation of the coming and kingdom of
Christ, the fulfillment is equally evident. And it seems necessary
to so understand the passage, as it was given in answer to the
question,
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Matthew 24
> What shall be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the
world?

Campbell’s translation of this verse decidedly favors this view
of the subject:

And this good tidings of the reign shall be published through
all the world, for the information of all nations, and then shall
come the end.

Whiting’s version also gives the same idea:

And this good news of the kingdom will be preached in
all the world, for a testimony to all nations, and then will
the end come.

J. Litch, in his lecture on Matthew 24, Advent Herald, Nov. 23,
1850, says:

Many supposed the wars of Napoleon were the wars of the last
days, to precede the millennium; and that the battle of Waterloo
was the battle of Armageddon, as it is called. But the discussion
of the subject of prophecy drew forth inquiry, and a few discov-
ered the true light, the doctrine of Christ’s personal reign on
earth, and began to teach it. Among these was a Spanish Roman
Catholic, who wrote an able and voluminous work under the
anonymous signature of Ben Ezra. His work fell into the hands of
Edward Irving, the celebrated and eloquent advocate of the doc-
trine of the pre-millennial advent of Christ. It opened his eyes to
the glorious truth, and led him to devote himself most zealously
to its advocacy. He first translated Ben Ezra, and subsequently
wrote and published several valuable works on the subject. For a
time, the excitement on the subject in England, under his labors,
was as intense as it subsequently was in this country, under the
labors of Mr. Miller. Thousands flocked to hear him wherever he
went, and listened with wonder at the strange and glorious truths
he brought forth from the word of God. The cause received an
impulse under his efforts which it will never lose till time shall
end. Many of the clergy of the Established Church, as well as dis-
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senting ministers of all denominations, caught the theme, and
joined to spread it abroad.

Nor has the influence of Rev. Joseph Wolfe been unfelt. He has
visited and proclaimed “the gospel of the kingdom,” in the four
quarters of the globe, to Protestants, Catholics, Mohammedans,
Jews, and pagans. The seed thus sown will not be lost. A work
similar to that of Ben Ezra, in Spain, appeared in Germany, the
productions of Bengel. This, by the evangelical portion of the
German people, is esteemed as a standard work on prophecy. It
has been widely circulated and read as far as the German lan-
guage extends throughout continental Europe. It was from this
source the Russian Milkeaters, of whom an account was given in
the Advent Herald a few years since, obtained their information
on the speedy second advent of Christ.

The great American movement on this subject, and the diffu-
sion of information with regard to it, within the last ten years, is
too well known to need extended remarks in this place. Neither
labor nor sacrifice was regarded in the wide and rapid extension
of the good news of the kingdom, as far as the English language
could make it known. It was sent to the four quarters of the
globe, and to the islands of the sea, upon the wings of all the
winds.

E. R. Pinney, in his exposition of Matthew 24, says:

As early as 1842, second advent publications had been sent to
every missionary station in Europe, Asia, Africa, and America,
both sides of the Rocky Mountains. We find this doctrine in Tar-
tary, about twenty-five years ago, and the time for the coming of
Christ to be in 1844. This fact is obtained from an Irish mission-
ary in Tartary, to whom the question was put by a Tartar priest,
when Christ would come the second time. And he made answer
that he knew nothing at all about it. The Tartar priest expressed
great surprise at such an answer from a missionary who had
come to teach them the doctrines of the Bible, and remarked
“that he thought everybody might know that, who had a Bible.”
The Tartar priest then gave his views, stating that Christ, he
thought, would come about 1844 ap. The missionary wrote home
a statement of the facts, which were published in the Irish Maga-
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zine, in 1821. The commanders of our vessels, and the sailors, tell
us they touch at no point where they find this proclamation has
not preceded them, and frequent inquiries respecting it are made
of them.

I noticed, in a late number of the Voice of Truth, that a brother
traveling on the lakes, met with a Russian gentleman, direct from
his country, who informed him that the doctrine of “Christ’s
coming, and the end of the world,” had been preached there, but
was received only by the lower classes. Rev. Mr. Mansfield had an
interview with a Moravian missionary, stationed in Antigua, who
said that several years since, the doctrine of the immediate com-
ing was extensively preached in Germany, and that the whole of
the south of Germany was aroused upon the subject.

The Advent Shield, Vol. I, No. 1, pp. 86, 87, says:

We look upon the proclamation which has been made, as being
the cry of the angel who proclaimed, “The hour of His judgment is
come” Revelation 14:6-7. It is a sound which is to reach all na-
tions; it is the proclamation of “the everlasting gospel,” or “this
gospel of the kingdom.” In one shape or other, this cry has gone
abroad through the earth wherever human beings are found, and
we have had opportunity to hear of the fact. Within the last six
years, publications treating on the subject have been sent to
nearly every English and American missionary station on the
globe; to all, at least, to which we have had access.

An English writer, Mourant Brock, thus remarks:

It is not merely in Great Britain that the expectation of the near
return of the Redeemer is entertained, and the voice of warning
raised, but also in America, India, and on the continent of Eu-
rope. I was lately told by one of our German missionaries, that in
Wirtemburg there is a Christian colony of several hundreds, one
of the chief features of which is, the looking for the second ad-
vent. And a Christian minister from near the shores of the
Caspian Sea, has told me that there is the same daily expectation
among his nation. They constantly speak of it as “the day of con-
solation”” In a little publication, entitled, Millennium, the writer
says that he understands that in America about three hundred
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ministers of the word are thus preaching “the gospel of the king-
dom;” while in this country, he adds, about seven hundred of the
Church of England are raising the same cry.?

The Signs of the Times, for Feb. 14, 1844, says:

A brother, the captain of a vessel now in England, writes his
friends that his vessel lay at Newport, in Wales, forty days, on ac-
count of storms, during which time a continued concourse of in-
dividuals thronged him to inquire about the coming of the Lord,
having heard that he was an Adventist. Among these were minis-
ters and laymen that received the truth gladly, and embraced it
with all their hearts.

Eld. R. Hutchinson, Midnight Cry, Oct. 5, 1843, says:

I send about 1,500 copies of the Voice of Elijah [an Advent pa-
per], to Europe every fortnight, besides what I scatter over the
Provinces. This I have done regularly for the last four or five
months. The result, eternity will unfold.

Speaking of Eld. Hutchinson, and of his Voice of Elijah, F. G.
Brown says:

He has forwarded them to the Canadas, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Newfoundland, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales,
France, Germany, Constantinople, Rome, etc., etc.

But it will be asked, Is the news that such a truth is preached a
sufficient proclamation to fulfill the prophecy? Revelation 14:6, 7;
Matthew 24:14. The answer is, If it was sufficient in the days of
the apostles, it is now. That it was then, is clear from Acts 19:8-10,
where Paul preached or taught in Ephesus two years, so that all
they in Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord
Jesus. They could not all have heard a sermon, but they heard the
sound of the gospel. In this sense, I have no doubt but the gospel
of the kingdom is preached in all the world.

We still wait for the approaching end. But when the purpose of
God in the proclamation of the coming reign of Christ shall be
fully accomplished, then will the end come.

? Advent Tracts, Vol. 11, p. 135.
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9. The Destruction of Jerusalem

Matthew 24:15-20

in

th

UR Lord having passed over the important events in the

Christian age down to the end, in verses 5-14, goes back and
troduces the destruction of Jerusalem, at verse 15, in answer to
e inquiry, “When shall these things be?”

Matthew 24

> When you, therefore, shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso
reads, let him understand:)

* Then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains:

' Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any-
thing out of his house:

'8 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his
clothes.

” And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give
suck in those days!

% But pray that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the
Sabbath-day.

The “abomination of desolation” is called “armies” in Luke

21:20, and refers to the Roman army.

26

Luke 21
% And when you shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies,
then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

This desolating power is spoken of by Daniel as follows:

Daniel 9

% _..and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the
city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood,
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

27 ...and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined
shall be poured upon the desolate [margin: “desolator”].

The Second Coming of Christ



Here is a clear prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Roman armies. Our Lord referred to the book of Daniel, and
taught His disciples to read and understand it; and when they
should see what was there predicted take place, they must make
their escape.

. LN | -
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The flight of the Christians of Judea to the mountains would be
attended with difficulties. And their subsequent condition would
be that of hardship and suffering. The Lord knew this, and gave
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them the instructions and warnings necessary. The statement of
verse 19 was given to save them from the sorrows of unnecessary
woe. That was a time of trouble. But one, “such as never was,”? is

just before the people of God.

Jesus recognizes the existence of the Sabbath in verse 20, as late
as the destruction of Jerusalem, as verily as he does the seasons of
the year. The Sabbath, is the uniform term of both Testaments to
designate the very day on which Jehovah rested after the cre-
ation, the day upon which He put His blessing, and which He set
apart for man. Jesus does not speak of the Sabbath as being only
“a seventh part of time,” or “one day in seven, and no day in par-
ticular” The Sabbath, is the term used, referring to the last day of
the first week of time, and to the last day of each subsequent
week. But if the term, the Sabbath, means only a seventh part of
time, or one day in seven, and no day in particular, then we may
read this definition into the text as follows:

“But pray you that your flight be not in the winter, neither on a
seventh part of time! nor on one day in seven!”

If such a prayer could be answered, pray tell us when the disci-
ples could take their flight?

* Daniel 12:1.
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10. Great Tribulation of the Church

Matthew 24:21

Matthew 24
! For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world in this time, no, nor ever shall be.

HE “great tribulation” here mentioned is that of the church
of Jesus Christ, and not the tribulation of the Jews at the de-
struction of Jerusalem. We offer the following reasons:

1. It is a fact that the tribulation of the Christian church, espe-
cially under the reign of the papacy, was greater than God’s peo-
ple had suffered before “since the beginning of the world.” But it
is not true that the tribulation of the Jews at the destruction of
Jerusalem was the greatest tribulation of the world ever wit-
nessed. The tribulation of the inhabitants of the cities of the plain
when God rained on them fire and brimstone, or, the tribulation
when God destroyed all men from the face of the earth, save eight
souls, by the flood, was certainly greater than that at the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem.

2. The tribulation of the Christian church has been greater than
it will ever be again. True, a time of trouble, “such as never was,’
spoken of in Daniel 12:1, is coming upon the world; but we find in
the same verse this blessed promise,

Daniel 12
'...and at that time your people shall be delivered.

The tribulation of the Jews at the destruction of Jerusalem was
not greater than the world will ever witness. The vials of Jeho-
vah’s unmingled wrath are yet to be poured out, not upon the
people of one nation only, but upon the guilty inhabitants of all
nations.

Jeremiah 25

* The slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the
earth even unto the other end of the earth; they shall not be
lamented, neither gathered, nor buried.
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3. If this tribulation be applied to the Jews, nor any other class
of unbelieving men, it cannot be harmonized with Daniel 12:1,
which speaks of the time of trouble such as never was, when
Michael shall stand up. Certainly there cannot be two times of
trouble, at different periods, greater than ever was, or ever would
be. Therefore, we apply the “tribulation” spoken of in Matthew
24:21, 29, to the church of Christ, extending down through the
1260 years of papal persecution; and the “trouble” mentioned in
Daniel 12:1, to the unbelieving world, to be experienced by them
in the future.

4. The period of tribulation was shortened for the elect’s sake.
Who are the elect here mentioned? The Jews? No; their house had
been pronounced desolate. They were left of God in their hard-
ness of heart and blindness of mind. Says Paul,

Acts 13
4 Lo, we turn to the Gentiles.

The elect were the followers of our Lord Jesus Christ. And
where were they when tribulation was upon the Jews? They had
fled to the mountains. How absurd, then, to say that the days of
the tribulation of the Jews, in the city of Jerusalem, were short-
ened for the sake of the elect, who had fled from the place of
tribulation.

5. The connection between verses 20 and 21 shows that the
tribulation was to commence with those Christians who were to
flee out of the city.

Matthew 24

2 But pray that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the
Sabbath-day;

2! For then shall be great tribulation.

Our Lord here speaks of the tribulation which His people would
suffer from the time of their flight onward. We follow them in
their flight to the mountains, and then pass along down through
the noted persecutions of the church of God under pagan Rome,
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and we see, indeed, tribulation. And when we come to the period
of papal persecution, we see them suffering the most cruel tor-
tures, and dying the most dreadful deaths, that wicked men and
demons could inflict. This last period is especially noted in
prophecy.

The prophet Daniel saw the papacy, its blasphemy, its arro-
gance, its work of death on the saints, and its duration as a perse-
cuting power, under the symbol of the little horn.

Daniel 7

» And he shall speak great words against the Most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to change
times and laws; and they shall be given into his hand until a time
and times and the dividing of time.

It is generally admitted that “a time and times and the dividing
of time” is 1260 years. Commencing the 1260 years 538 AD, they
reach to 1798 Ap, when Berthier, a French general, entered Rome,
and took it. The pope was taken prisoner and shut up in the Vati-
can. The papacy was stripped of its civil power. Here ended the
period of tribulation spoken of by our Lord, which was...

Matthew 24
22 _shortened...for the elect’s sake.
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11. Shortened for the Elect's Sake

Matthew 24:22

Matthew 24

2 And except those days should be shortened, there should no
flesh be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days shall be short-
ened.

HE papacy was clothed with civil power to punish heretics

for 1260 years; and had not the period of tribulation of the
elect in the providence of God been shortened, the martyrdom of
the church would have continued to 1798, in which event, in all
human probability, no flesh of the elect would have been saved.

But the reformation under Martin Luther,
and those associated with this great re-
former, modified this tribulation, and contin-
ued to restrain the rage and consume the
power of the papacy until 1700, since
which time, according to all church
history, there has been no general
persecution against the church. In
this was fulfilled the words of the
prophets:

Revelation 12
' The earth helped the woman.

Daniel 11
% They shall be helped with a little help.

We are brought in this prophetic discourse of our Lord, down
into the eighteenth century, very near the present time. We
should naturally expect, then, that the instructions and warnings
of the next verses would be applicable to this generation.
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12. False Christs

Matthew 24:23-28

Matthew 24

» Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there,
believe it not.

* For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders; in so much that, if it were possi-
ble, they shall deceive the very elect.

Here is a description of the spiritual deception of the present
age. False christs arose soon after the first advent of Christ, to de-
ceive the Jews in regard to that event;* likewise false christs and
false prophets have arisen at this day to deceive the people on the
subject of the second advent. The Shakers say,

“Lo, here is Christ. His second coming is in the person of Ann
Lee”

“Lo, he is there,” say many of the popular ministers of these
times.

“His second coming is at the conversion of sinners, or at the
death of saints.”

So they have as many second comings of Christ as there are
sinners converted, and saints die. Senseless theology this! “Lo,
here,” exclaim a host of Spiritualists, and they “show great signs
and wonders.” If possible, they would deceive the very elect. And
we regard it as a safe conclusion, that they will yet deceive all
others but the elect.

» Behold, | have told you before.

% Wherefore, if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the
desert; go not forth; behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe
it not.

Our Lord is here dwelling upon what he has just before told
them. His subject is still the teachings of those who say,

‘See Matthew 24:5.
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“Lo, here is Christ!”
“Lo, He is there!”

If the Mormons say,
“Behold, He is in the desert, [at Salt Lake City,] go not forth;”

—-yet many of their disciples have gone. Or if you hear pro-
claimed from the lips of the professed ministers of Jesus,

“Behold, He is in the secret chamber,’

—i.e., Christ’s second coming is spiritual, at death, or at conver-
sion, believe it not. And why not believe such mystical teachings?
The reason is given in the next verse.

Matthew 24

7 For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.
% For wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be gath-
ered together.

We are very happy that our Lord has not only pointed out false
Christs and false prophets, and has warned us against their mysti-
cal teachings, but He has in contrast set before us the manner of
His second coming in the plainest terms. The vivid lightning
flashing out of the distant east, and shining even to the west,
lights up the whole heavens. What, then, when the Lord comes in
flaming glory, and all the holy angels with Him? The presence of
only one holy angel at the new sepulcher where Christ lay in
death, caused the Roman guard to shake, and become as dead
men. The light and glory of one angel completely over-powered
those strong sentinels. The Son of Man is coming in His own
kingly glory, and in the glory of His Father, attended by all the
holy angels. Then the whole heavens will blaze with glory, and
the whole earth will tremble before Him.
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13. The Sun Shall Be Darkened

Matthew 24:29

Matthew 24
# Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be
darkened.,...

WE HAVE before seen that our Lord speaks in this chapter
of the long period of tribulation upon His followers, and
we have also seen how those days of tribulation were shortened
for the elect’s sake. Christ says that the sun should be darkened
immediately after the tribulation of those days.

We refer the reader to the noted dark day of May 19, 1780, as
the fulfillment of this declaration. He does not say, after those
days, but “after the tribulation of those days.” The days’ reached to
1798, eighteen years later than the dark day in 1780. As given in
Mark 13:24, this point is still plainer:

Mark 13
* But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be dark-
ened.

That is, before the 1260 years closed, but after the tribulation or
martyrdom of the saints ceased, the sun was darkened. Those
who would point to the future, or to the past, prior to the eigh-
teenth century, for the darkening of the sun here mentioned, will
do well to read the verse again:

2 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be dark-
ened.

“A something strikingly awful shall forewarn that the world
will come to an end, and that the last day is even at the door”
—Martin Luther

In May 19, 1780, there was a remarkable fulfillment of the pre-
dicted darkening of the sun; and in reference to the facts and
date, there can be no doubt; for, besides the historical accounts,

>1260 years, Daniel 7:25.
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which all agree, there were many aged persons, with whom men
of the present generation have mingled and conversed, who wit-
nessed it, and have testified to it.

In the month of May, 1780, there was a very terrific dark day in
New England, when “all faces seemed to gather blackness,” and
the people were filled with fear. There was great distress in the
village where Edward Lee lived; “men’s hearts failing them for
fear” that the Judgment day was at hand, and the neighbors all
flocked around the holy man; for his lamp was trimmed, and
shining brighter than ever, amidst the unnatural darkness. Happy
and joyful in God, he pointed them to their only refuge from the
wrath to come, and spent the gloomy hours in earnest prayer for
the distressed multitude.’

The 19" day of May, 1780, was a remarkably dark day. Candles
were lighted in many houses. The birds were silent, and disap-
peared. The fowls retired to roost. It was the general opinion that
the day of Judgment was at hand. The legislature of Connecticut
was in session, at Hartford, but being unable to transact business,
adjourned.’

ANNIVERSARY OF THE DARK DAY: The dark day, May 19,
1780, is thus described by Mr. Stone, in his history of Beverly:
“The sun rose clear, but soon assumed a brassy hue. About 10
o’clock, AM, it became unusually dark. The darkness continued to
increase till about one o’clock, when it began to decrease. During
this time, candles became necessary. The birds disappeared and
were silent, the fowls went to their roosts, the cocks crew as at
day break, and everything bore the appearance and gloom of
night. The alarm produced by this unusual aspect of the heavens
was great.”®

The supernatural darkening of the sun, May 19, 1780, has been
so universally understood that Noah Webster’s dictionary, in the
edition for 1869, under the head of “Explanatory and Pronouncing
Vocabulary of Noted Names,” says,

Tract No. 379 of American Tract Society, Life of Edward Lee.
"President Dwight, in (Ct.) Historical Collections.
8 Portsmouth Journal, May 20, 1843.
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The dark day, May 19, 1780;—so called on account of a remark-
able darkness on that day, extending over all New England. In
some places, persons could not see to read common print in the
open air for several hours together. Birds sang their evening
songs, disappeared, and became silent; fowls went to roost; cattle
sought the barn-yard; and candles were lighted in the houses.
The obscuration began about ten o’clock in the morning, and
continued till the middle of the next night, but with differences of
degree and duration in different places. For several days previous,
the wind had been variable, but chiefly from the south-west and
the north-east. The true cause of this remarkable phenomenon is
not known.

From Robert Sears’ Guide to Knowledge, published in New York,
1844, we extract the following:

On the 19" of May, 1780, an uncommon darkness took place all
over New England, and extended to Canada. It continued about
fourteen hours, or from ten o’clock in the morning till midnight.
The darkness was so great that people were unable to read com-
mon print, or tell the time of the day by their watches, or to dine,
or transact their ordinary business, without the light of candles.
They became dull and gloomy, and some were excessively fright-
ened. The fowls went to roost. Objects could not be distinguished
but at a very little distance, and everything bore the appearance
of gloom and night. Similar days have occasionally been known,
though inferior in the degree or extent of their darkness. The
causes of these phenomena are unknown. They certainly were
not the result of eclipses.
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14. The Moon Shall Not Give Her Light

Matthew 24:29

Matthew 24
# Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,...

The moon shines with a borrowed light, and therefore if the
sun from whom she borrows her light is turned into darkness,
she must fail, of course, and become bankrupt.’

The night succeeding that day (May 19, 1780,) was of such
pitchy darkness, that in some instances, horses could not be com-
pelled to leave the stable when wanted for service. About mid-
night, the clouds were dispersed, and the moon and stars ap-
peared with unimpaired brilliancy."

MR. TENNY, of Exeter, NH, quoted by Mr. Gage, to the His-
torical Society, speaking of the dark day and dark night of
May 19, 1780, says:

The darkness of the following evening was probably as gross as
has ever been observed since the Almighty first gave birth to
light. I could not help conceiving at the time, that if every lumi-
nous body in the universe had been shrouded in impenetrable
darkness, or struck out of existence, the darkness could not have
been more complete. A sheet of white paper held within a few
inches of the eyes was equally invisible with the blackest velvet.

Dr. Adams, speaking of the dark night, says:

At nine it was a darkness to be felt by more senses than one, as
there was a strong smell of soot. Almost every one who hap-
pened to be out in the evening, got lost in going home. The dark-
ness was as uncommon in the night as it was in the day, as the
moon had fulled the day before.

’ Matthew Henry.
' Portsmouth Journal, May 20, 1843, extracted from Stone’s History of Beverly.
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15. The Stars Shall Fall from Heaven

Matthew 24:29

W

Matthew 24

# Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall fall from heaven,...

published in the Journal of Commerce, Nov. 15, 1833.

40

At the cry, “look out of the window,” I sprang from a deep
sleep, and with wonder saw the east lighted up with the dawn
and meteors. The zenith, the north, and the west also, showed the
falling stars, in the very image of one thing, and only one, I ever
heard of. I called to my wife to behold; and while robing, she ex-
claimed, “See how the stars fall!” I replied, “That is the wonder!”
and we felt in our hearts that it was a sign of the last days. For,
truly, “the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree
casts her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.”
Revelation 6:13. This language of the prophet has always been re-
ceived as metaphorical. Yesterday, it was literally fulfilled. The
ancients understood by aster, in Greek, and stella, in Latin, the
smaller lights of heaven. The refinement of modern astronomy
has made the distinction between stars and heaven and meteors
of heaven. Therefore, the idea of the prophet, as it is expressed in
the original Greek, was literally fulfilled in the phenomenon of
yesterday.

And how did they fall? Neither myself, nor one of the family,
heard any report; and were I to hunt through nature for a simile,
I could not find one so apt to illustrate the appearance of the
heavens, as that which St. John uses in the prophecy before
quoted.

The stars fell “even as a fig-tree casts her untimely figs, when
she is shaken of a mighty wind.” Here is the exactness of the
prophet.

The Second Coming of Christ

E HERE give an extract from an article written by Henry
Dana Ward, in regard to the falling stars of Nov. 13, 1833,
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The falling stars did not come as if from several trees shaken,
but from one: those which appeared in the east, fell toward the
east; those which appeared in the north, fell toward the north;
those which appeared in the west, fell toward the west; and those
which appeared in the south (for I went out of my residence into
the park), fell toward the south. And they fell not as a ripe fruit
falls. Far from it; but they flew, they were cast, like the unripe
fruit, which at first refuses to leave the branch; and when, under
a violent pressure, it does break its hold, it flies swiftly, straight
off, descending; and in the multitude falling, some cross the track
of others, as they are thrown with more or less force; but each
one falls on its own side of the tree. Such was the appearance of
the above phenomenon to the inmates of my house.

Prof. Olmstead, of Yale College, says:

The extent of the shower of 1883 was such as to cover no incon-
siderable part of the earth’s surface, from the middle of the At-
lantic on the east, to the Pacific on the West; and from the north-
ern coast of South America, to undefined regions among the
British possessions on the north, the exhibition was visible, and
everywhere presented nearly the same appearance. The meteors
did not fly at random over all parts of the sky, but appeared to
emanate from a point in the constellation Leo, near a star called
Gamma Leonis, in the bend of the sickle. This is no longer to be
regarded as a terrestrial, but as a celestial, phenomenon; and
shooting stars are now to be no more viewed as casual produc-
tions of the upper regions of the atmosphere, but as visitants
from other worlds, or from the planetary voids.

The People’s Magazine, Boston, January, 1834, on the falling
stars of Nov. 13, 1833, says:

The Rockingham (VA) Register calls it a “rain of fire,” — “thou-
sands of stars being seen at once”

The Journal of Commerce informs us that “three hundred miles
this side of Liverpool the phenomenon was as splendid there as
here; and that in St. Lawrence County there was a snowstorm
during the phenomenon, in which the falling stars appeared like
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lightning;...that in Germantown, PA, they seemed like showers of
great hail”

The Lancaster (PA) Examiner says: “The air was filled with in-
numerable meteors or stars;...hundreds of thousands of brilliant
bodies might be seen falling at every moment,...sloping their de-
scent toward the earth, at an angle of about forty-five degrees, re-
sembling flashes of fire”

This is important testimony as to the vast extent of the falling
stars, and also as to their emanating from a single point in the
heavens. It was the greatest display of celestial fire-works
recorded on the pages of history. It was no atmospheric, or terres-
trial phenomenon, common to the upper regions of the earth; but
a display of the divine power, baffling the science of man.
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16. Powers of the Heavens Shaken

Matthew 24:29

Matthew 24

# Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be
shaken.

HIS event we must regard as being future. It holds the same

place in the events of this chapter, that the departing of the
heavens as a scroll does in the events of the sixth seal of Revela-
tion 6. Both follow the falling stars. Please compare Matthew
24:29-30, with Revelation 6:12, 17. The Scriptures plainly teach
that, prior to the resurrection of the just by the voice of the Son
of God, the voice of God the Father will shake the heavens and
the earth, when will be fulfilled the shaking of the powers of the
heavens. This will probably take place at the pouring out of the
seventh vial into the air."! Then it is said,

Revelation 16
' And there came a great voice out of the temple of Heaven,
from the throne, saying, It is done.

This is not the voice of the Son of God as He descends to raise
the dead. It comes from the throne of God in the temple of
Heaven.

Hebrews 12

% Whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised,
saying, Yet once more | shake not the earth only, but also
heaven.

Joel 3

16 The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth shall shake; but the
Lord will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the chil-
dren of Israel.

1 Revelation 16:17.
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We would not speak too positively of future events; but venture
the opinion that the voice of the Father will shake the heavens
and the earth before the sign of the Son of Man appears. The peo-
ple of God will be safe. Islands may disappear, and mountains be
thrown down; but the saints will remain unharmed. Earthquakes
may break up the earth’s surface, so that kings and nobles, rich
and poor, bond and free, may hide “themselves in dens and in the
rocks of the mountains,”* still God will be the hope of His people.

17. Sign of the Son of Man

Matthew 24:30

Matthew 24
* And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven...

HIS is not one of the signs which show that the Son of Man
is near; but...

% ...the sign of the Son of Man in heaven.

It is that which signifies His position. When Christ ascended
from the mount of Olivet,

Acts 1
°...a cloud received Him...

—from the sight of the disciples. They still gazed at the cloud as
it rolled upward, bearing the Saviour toward the Father’s throne;
but they could not see His person.

' And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went
up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

" Which also said, You men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as you have seen Him go
into heaven.

12 Revelation 6:15.
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When He comes “in like manner” as He was taken up to
Heaven, the cloud will appear small in the distance; but as it
draws near, it will signify to those who are looking for His return,
that He is there, soon to burst forth from the cloud in matchless
glory. This cloud will be the sign of the Son of Man in heaven.
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18. The Tribes of the Earth Mourn

Matthew 24:30

Matthew 24

% And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:

and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall

see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory.

D URING the pouring out of the seven last plagues, and at the
time of the shaking of the powers of the heavens, a large
portion of the wicked will doubtless be destroyed. A portion still
remain, to view scenes still more terrible, and to endure anguish
more dreadful. The sign is seen in heaven. The once slighted, in-
sulted, and crucified Saviour, now King of kings, and Lord of
lords, is coming near the earth! His glory blazes everywhere!

The saints hope and rejoice with trembling; but what an hour
for the wicked! The tribes of the earth mourn. Amid the ruins of
shivered creation they hold one general prayer-meeting. Kings
and great men, rich men, chief captains and mighty men, free and
bond, all, yes, all unite in the general wail. As the Son of Man in
the glory of His Father, attended by all the holy angels, draws still
nearer, consternation fills every breast. They hide in dens, and in
the rocks of the mountains. Their only hope is to be concealed
from the glory of that scene. They know it is too late to pray for
mercy; that probation for the human family has ended forever.
Here is a copy of that dreadful prayer:

Revelation 6

' Mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the face of

Him that sits upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;
' For the great day of His wrath is come, and who shall be able
to stand?

But rocks cannot shelter them from the burning glory mani-
fested by the King of kings, attended by the whole heavenly host.
The presence of but one angel before Joseph’s sepulcher, caused
the keepers to fall like dead men. Then when...

48 The Second Coming of Christ



Matthew 16
7 The Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father,

Matthew 25
’1...and all the holy angels with Him,

-no sinner can endure the scene, and live. The exceeding
brightness of that vast multitude of angels, brighter than a thou-
sand suns at noonday, will pierce the sinner’s lowest hiding-place,
and will...

Zephaniah 1
18 ..make a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.

Or, as Paul says,

2 Thessalonians 2
8 Whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth,

and shall destroy with the brightness [“bright shining,” Mack-
night’s translation] of His coming.

O Christian brother, we warn you to watch and be ready to re-
ceive your Saviour with joy. Backslider, arouse, and return to the
Lord while He may be found. And, poor sinner, though you have
never tasted of the pardoning love of Christ, you, too, may come
and find pardon, and a shelter from approaching wrath.
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19. Jesus Next Appears

Matthew 24:30-31

Matthew 24

% And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:

and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall

see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory.

HE Son of Man will be seen “coming in the clouds of heaven

with power and great glory” But before His coming, a great
work will be done for His people. Should He suddenly burst upon
them now, they could not endure “the power and great glory” of
the scene. This subject is well illustrated by the following words
of the prophet:

Hosea 6

* Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord, His go-
ing forth is prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto us
as the rain; as the latter and former rain unto the earth.

The morning is a beautiful figure of the opening glory of the
day of God. The day-star first appears, then the dawn of day. And
as the light of day increases, our eyes are enabled to endure it,
and view the sun shining in his strength. But, should the light of
the sun burst upon the world suddenly at midnight, no human
eye could endure it.

So will the people of God be prepared to meet their coming
King. They must first break away from the love and cares of this
world, and consecrate all to the Lord. Then will they, in due time,
share the outpouring of the Holy Spirit “as the rain, as the latter
and the former rain upon the earth” The day-star will arise in
their hearts.” Those who have taken heed to the sure word of
prophecy through the dark, watching night, will then raise their
heads in triumph. They are filled with faith, and with the Holy
Spirit. Glory is poured upon them till they can gaze on Christ and

132 Peter 1:19.
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angels. The trumpet sounds. The angels are dispatched to the
graves’ mouths. The voice of the Son of God awakes the sleeping
saints of all ages. They come forth in immortal perfection; and as
they leave the earth, the living saints are changed.

Matthew 24

3" And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.

His elect, each with an angel bright and strong to lead the way,
are all caught up to meet the Lord, who waits in mid-heaven to
receive the purchase of His blood. As language would fail to de-
scribe what follows, dear reader, we leave you here to contem-
plate it, praying that we may be prepared to participate in the
meeting scene.

14 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17.
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20. Parable of the Fig-Tree

Matthew 24:32-33

Matthew 24

2 Now learn a parable of the fig-tree; when his branch is yet ten-
der, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh.

3 So likewise you, when you shall see all these things, know that
it [margin: “He”] is near, even at the doors.

HE parable of the fig-tree is probably the most forcible figure

that could be used by our Lord to illustrate this subject.
When the trees of the field begin to put forth their leaves, and the
tender grass springs up, and the ground is being covered with its
green, velvet carpet, we know that summer is nigh. It is a cer-
tainty with us that summer is coming when we see these signs in
nature. We know that summer is nigh. “So likewise,” or, with the
same certainty, we may know that Christ’s coming is at the doors
when the signs in the sun, moon, and stars, are fulfilled.

Here, dear reader, our Lord has stated the object of these signs,
which is, that we may know when His coming is at the doors. But
we are told that the church is not to know anything of the period
of Christ’s second advent. Then we inquire, why did our Lord
give signs of the event? Are they given to deceive us? to lead the
honest Christian to look for Christ’s coming when, in fact, noth-
ing is to be known of the time of the event? Certainly not. The
fact that Christ foretells signs of His coming, and then states the
object of those signs, that the church may know when the event is
near, even at the doors, is sufficient proof that it is the design of
Heaven that the church should understand the period of the sec-
ond advent.

Our Lord says,

Luke 21
% And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads, for your redemption draws nigh.
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The signs began to come to pass with the dark day of 1780.
Then it could be said that redemption draws nigh, and from that
time the humble follower of Jesus might look up in expectation of
witnessing His glorious appearing. But...

Luke 21
3" When you see these things come to pass, know that the king-
dom of God is nigh at hand.

The signs in the sun, moon, and stars, are all that were given to
base faith upon. All the other events mentioned in connection
with these, have their fulfillment after the faith of God’s people is
perfected, and the doom of all sinners is fixed; therefore they can-
not be embraced in the phrase “all these things” The three signs
having come to pass, we may now learn the parable of the fig-
tree, and know that Christ’s coming is near, even at the doors.

The phrase, “all these things,” does not embrace the mourning
of the tribes of the earth, and the sign of the Son of Man." Nei-
ther does it embrace the shaking of the powers of the heavens; for
that does not take place until the seventh vial is poured out. But
the faith of God’s people is perfected, and the doom of all sinners
is forever fixed, before the pouring out of the first vial. The para-
ble of the fig-tree was given to inspire faith in the minds of those
who hear the reasons of Christ’s soon coming. But to suppose
that this parable is to be learned after it said,

Revelation 22
" He that is unjust, let him be unjust still...and he that is holy let
him be holy still;

—after the thunder, lightning, great earthquake, and great hail,
“each stone about the weight of a talent,’'® is most absurd. No!
The phrase, “all these things,” in verse 33, embraces the three
great signs in the sun, moon, and stars, given to strengthen the
faith of God’s people, while merciful warnings are being given to
the world. Here, then, since the falling stars of 1833, the parable

S Matthew 24:30.
16 Revelation 16:21.
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of the fig-tree has force, and we may know that Christ’s coming is
near, even at the doors, with all the certainty that we know that
summer is nigh when the trees put forth their tender buds and
leaves.
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21. This Generation Shall Not Pass

Matthew 24:34-35

Matthew 24

* Verily | say unto you, This generation shall not pass away till
all these things be fulfilled.

% Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away.

ANY suppose that our Lord here speaks of the generation
then living, who listened to His teachings. That such are in
error on this point, the following facts clearly prove:

1. It is certainly true that what is embraced in the phrase, “all
these things,” was not fulfilled in that generation.

2. It could not be the generation living in the days of His
flesh, for He said to them, “There shall no sign be given it

»17

but the sign of Jonas, the prophet.

It is evident that our Lord refers to the generation who were to
see the signs fulfilled, and who were to be instructed by the para-
ble of the fig-tree. In this prophetic discourse, he leads the minds
of his disciples down over the events of the Christian age, men-
tions the signs in the sun, moon, and stars, which were to appear
in the last generation, and the declares that this generation shall
not pass away till all these things be fulfilled.

In like manner, Paul carries his brethren forward to the resur-
rection, when he says,

1 Corinthians 15
" We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
2 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.

Or,

1 Thessalonians 4
" Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.

7 Luke 11:29.
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The things here mentioned by the apostle did not take place in
his day. They have not yet taken place. Notwithstanding, he
speaks of them as though they would take place in his day, and he
have a part in them.

Also, in like manner is the mind carried backward in...

Psalm 95
' Forty years long was | grieved with this generation.

The generation here spoken of, provoked the Lord in the
wilderness, long before David lived. He goes back and speaks of it
as though it were present. In this manner our Lord goes forward,
and speaks of the last generation as though it were present.

But we do not believe that the phrase, “this generation,” marks
any definite number of years. Some suppose that our Lord de-
signed to teach that some who were witnesses of the dark days in
1780 would live to witness the second coming of the Saviour. But
it is our opinion that the Lord designed to teach that the people
who should live at the time of the fulfillment of the last sign (the
falling stars of 1833), and should hear the proclamation of the
coming of Christ, based partly upon the fulfilled signs, should
witness the scenes connected with His coming.'

The proclamation of the coming and kingdom of Christ is given
to the last generation. God did not send Noah to preach to the
next to the last generation before the flood, but to the last. The
very generation which was destroyed by the waters of the flood
saw Noah build the ark, and heard his warning voice. So God has
raised up men to give the solemn warning to the world at the
right time to give force to the warning. And the very generation

®PP Editor’s note: The interpretation of “this generation” to mean those who
saw the last of the three signs (the falling stars of 1833) would see the coming
of Christ, was a common one among Adventists in the late 1800’s. However, al-
though it certainly was possible for the gospel work to be finished in that time,
it has not happened. Some of the Millerite Adventists (forerunners of the Sev-
enth-day Adventists) understood this text differently. See the discussion and
explanation in the Appendix.
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of men that live after the three great signs are fulfilled, and who
hear and reject the warning message from Heaven, will drink the
cup of the unmingled wrath of God. For such, the seven last
plagues are reserved. And those of this very generation who re-
ceive the message, suffer disappointments, and endure the trials
of the waiting position, will witness the coming of Christ, and ex-
claim,

Isaiah 25
° Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save
us.

With what emphasis our Lord gave utterance to this sentiment.
It is a rebuke upon our unbelief. As we read it, God help us to be-
lieve it:

Matthew 24
* Verily | say unto you, this generation shall not pass till all
these things be fulfilled.

And as though this were not enough to lead us to unwavering
faith, He adds these forcible words:

¥ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away.
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22. The Day and Hour

Matthew 24:36-37

Matthew 24

% But of that day and hour knows no man, no, not the angels of
Heaven but my Father only.

7 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of Man be.

HE day and hour, and even the year, of the second advent,

are purposely hidden. Some of the prophetic periods reach to
the time of the end, while others extend still farther down, very
near the end itself; yet none of them reach to the coming of the
Son of Man. The prophecies clearly point to the period of the sec-
ond advent, but do not give the definite time of that event. But
many suppose that the text proves that nothing may be known of
the period of the second advent. In this, they greatly err, as may
be seen from the following reasons:

1. Because our Lord, after stating that the sun should be dark-
ened, and that the moon should not give her light, and that the
stars should fall from heaven, gives the following forcible parable,
and makes the most distinct application of it to this subject. He
says:

2 Now learn a parable of the fig-tree; when his branch is yet ten-
der, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh.

¥ So likewise you, when you shall see all these things, know that
it is near, even at the doors.

No figure should exceed the fact illustrated in a single particu-
lar. This being the case in the parable of the fig-tree, the point be-
comes an exceedingly strong one. No language can be more di-
rect. No proof can be more complete. With all that certainty with
which we know that summer is nigh when we see the buds and
the leaves shoot forth from the trees in spring, may we know that
Christ is at the doors. The most daring unbelief will hardly ven-
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ture to deny those words of the Son of God, and assert that noth-
ing can be known of the period of His second coming,.

2. Because our Lord declares that as the days of Noah were, so
should also the coming of the Son of Man be. Said God to Noah,

Genesis 6
* My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is
flesh; yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.

The period of the flood was given to the patriarch. And under
the direct providence of God, he prepared the ark and warned the
people. So the fulfilling prophecies and the signs distinctly de-
clare that the second coming of Christ is at the doors, and the
solemn message has gone forth.

3. Those who claim that the text proves that nothing may be
known of the period of the second advent, make it prove too
much for their own unbelief. As recorded by Mark, the declara-
tion reads:

Mark 13
2 But of that day and that hour knows no man, no, not the an-
gels which are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.

If the text proves that men will know nothing of the period of
the second advent, it also proves that angels will know nothing of
it, and also that the Son will know nothing of it, till the event
takes place! This position proves too much, therefore proves
nothing to the point. Christ will know of the period of His second
advent to this world. The holy angels who wait around the throne
of Heaven to receive messages relative to the part they act in the
salvation of men, will know of the time of this closing event of
salvation. And so will the waiting, watching people of God under-
stand. An old English version of the passage reads,

“But that day and hour no man makes known, neither the an-
gels which are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father”
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This is the correct reading, according to several of the ablest
critics of the age. The word know is used in the same sense here
that it is by Paul, in:

1 Corinthians 2
? For | determined not to know [make known] anything among
you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

Men will not make known the day and hour, angels will not
make it known, neither will the Son; but the Father will make it
known.

Says Campbell:

Macknight argues that the term knows is here used as a
causative, in the Hebrew sense of the conjugation hiphil, that is,
to make known. . . .. His [Christ’s] answer is just equivalent to
saying, “The Father will make it known when it pleases Him; but
He has not authorized man, angel, or the Son, to make it known”
Just in this sense, Paul uses the term know: 1 Corinthians 2:2: “I
came to you making known the testimony of God; for I determine
to make known nothing among you but a crucified Christ”

Albert Barnes, in his Notes on the Gospels, says:

Others have said that the verb rendered knows means some-
times to make known, or to reveal, and that the passage means,
“that day and hour none makes known, neither the angels, nor
the Son, but the Father It is true the word has sometimes that
meaning, as 1 Corinthians 2:2.

The Father will make known the time. He gave the period of the
flood to Noah, which well represents the proclamation of the sec-
ond advent, given in connection with the evidence of the termi-
nation of the periods of Daniel, during the great Advent move-
ment of 1840-44.

And when the patriarch’s work of warning and building was
finished, God said to him,

22. The Day and Hour 61



Genesis 7

' Come you and all your house into the ark.

* For yet seven days, and | will cause it to rain upon the earth
forty days and forty nights.

So when the waiting, watching, weeping, toiling time shall be
finished, and the saints shall all be sealed, and shut in with God,
then will the voice of the Father from Heaven make known the
definite time."

The present is emphatically the waiting, watching time. It is the
especial period of the patience of the saints. In definite time we
would find relief from the state of suspense to which our present
position subjects us. The Lord appeals to us thus:

Mark 13

% Watch therefore; for you know not when the Master of the
house comes, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or
in the morning:

% Lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping.

7 And what | say unto you, | say unto all, Watch.

One of the fatal consequences of not watching is distinctly
stated in:

See Revelation 16:17; Joel 3:16; Jeremiah 25:30.

62 The Second Coming of Christ



Revelation 3
* If therefore you shall not watch, | will come on you as a thief,
and you shall not know what hour | will come upon you.

The consequence of not watching will be ignorance of the time.
What will be the consequence of watching? The inference is un-
avoidable, that it will be a knowledge of the time. In answer to
the agonizing prayer of the Son of God,

John 12
% Father, glorify your name,

—there came a voice from Heaven, saying,
% I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.

The disciples understood these words from Heaven, while the
people that stood by said it thundered.” So will the waiting disci-
ples of Christ understand the voice of God when He shall speak
from on high. But the unbelieving world will not understand it.

% John 12:27-29.
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23. Noah's Time and Qurs

Matthew 24:38-39

IN COMPARING Noah'’s days and ours, the Lord continues:

Matthew 24

% For as in the days that were before the flood, they were eating

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered into the ark,

¥ And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so
shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.

A picture of the present condition of the mass of mankind is
here drawn. How dark the features! The people of the last genera-
tion will be like those before the flood, while the ark was prepar-
ing. Noah preached, and warned them of the coming flood, and
they mocked. He built the ark, and they scoffed and jeered. He
was a preacher of righteousness. His works were calculated to
give edge to, and set home to the heart, what he preached. Every
righteous sermon, and every blow struck in building the ark, con-
demned a careless, scoffing world. As the time drew nearer, the
people were more careless, more hardened, more bold and impu-
dent, and their condemnation surer. Noah and his family were
alone. And could one family know more than all the world? The
ark is a matter of ridicule, and Noah is regarded as a willful bigot.

But the Lord calls Noah into the ark. And by the hand of Provi-
dence the beasts are led into the ark; and the Lord shuts Noah in.
This is regarded at first by the scoffing multitude as something
wonderful; but it is soon explained away by the wiser ones, so as
to calm their fears, and they breathe easier.

The day of expectation finally arrives. The sun rises as usual,
and the heavens are clear.

“Now where is old Noah’s flood?”

—is heard from a thousand impious lips. The farmer is caring for
his herds and lands, and the mechanic is pursuing his work of
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building. On this very day, some are being joined in marriage.
With many, it is a day of unusual feasting and sports. And while
all are looking to long years of future prosperity and happiness,
suddenly the heavens gather blackness. Fear fills every heart. The
windows of heaven open, and the rain in torrents descends.
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Genesis 7
' The fountains of the great deep are broken up,

—and here and there come gushing up rivers of waters. The val-
leys are fast filling up, and thousands are swept away in death.
Some flee to the highest points of land; but the water fast follows
them up. Men bear their wives and children to the mountains, but
are obliged to part with them there to drown, while they climb
the highest trees. But soon they, too, are covered with water, so
that there is not a resting-place for Noah’s dove. All are still in
death. Horrid death! made still more horrible by being in conse-
quence of slighted mercy! But where is Noah? Ah! safe in the ark,
borne upon the billows. Safe from the flood; for...

1% [God] shut him in.

By most people, the evidences of the soon coming of Christ are
considered insufficient to base faith upon. But mark: the testi-
mony and acts of one man condemned the people destroyed by
the flood. The evidences then were sufficient, otherwise the world
would not have been condemned. But a hundred times more con-
vincing evidences come pouring in upon us, that the day of the
Lord is near, and hastes greatly. We follow down the numerous
prophetic chains of Daniel, and of the Revelation, and we find our-
selves in every instance standing just before the day of wrath. We
see the signs spoken of by prophets, by Christ, and in the epistles,
fulfilling, or fulfilled. And at the right time, and in the right man-
ner, to fulfill certain prophecies, a solemn message arises in differ-
ent parts of the world:

Joel 2

' Blow you the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain; let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day
of the Lord comes, for it is nigh at hand.

Wherever we look, we see prophecy fulfilling. While the
knowledge of God and the spirit of holiness are departing, spiri-
tual wickedness, like a flood, covers the land.
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But these evidences are considered insufficient to rest faith
upon. Well, what kind of evidence would the unbelieving have?

“When the signs of the end,” says the skeptic, “are fulfilled, they
will be so plain that no one can doubt”

But if the signs are of such a nature, and are fulfilled in such a
manner, as to compel all to believe in the coming of Christ, how
can it be as it was in the days of Noah? Men were not then com-
pelled to believe. But eight believing souls were saved, while all
the world besides sank in their unbelief beneath the waters of the
flood. God has never revealed His truth to man in a manner to
compel him to believe. Those who have wished to doubt His
word, have found a wide field in which to doubt, and a broad road
to perdition; while those who have wished to believe, have ever
found everlasting rock upon which to to rest their faith.

Just before the end, the world will be hardened in sin, and in-
different to the claims of God. Men will be careless about hearing
warnings of danger, and blinded by cares, pleasures, and riches.
An unbelieving and infidel race will be eating, drinking, marry-
ing, building, planting, and sowing. It is right to eat and drink to
sustain nature; but the sin is in excess and gluttony. The marriage
covenant is holy; but God’s glory is seldom thought of. Building,
planting, and sowing, necessary for convenient shelter, food, and
clothing, are right; but the world has gone wholly after these
things, so that men have no time for disposition to think of God,
Heaven, Christ’s coming, and the Judgment. This world is their
god, and all their energies of body and mind bow down to serve
it. And the evil day is put far away.

The faithful watchman who sounds the alarm as he sees de-
struction coming, is held up before the people from the pulpits of
our land, and by the religious press, as a “fanatic,” a “teacher of
dangerous heresies;” while in contrast is set forth a long period of
peace and prosperity to the church. So the churches are quieted
to sleep. The scoffer continues to scoff, and the mocker mocks on.
But their day is coming. Thus says the prophet of God:
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Isaiah 13

¢ Howl you; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a
destruction from the Almighty.

" Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man’s heart shall
melt.

8 And they shall be afraid; pangs and sorrows shall take hold of
them...

° Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel both with wrath and
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; and He shall destroy the
sinners thereof out of it.

Most dreadful day! And is it near? Yes; it hastes! It hastes
greatly! What a description given by the prophet! Read it; and as
you read, try to feel how dreadful will be that day:

Zephaniah 1

' The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hastes greatly,
even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry
there bitterly.

' That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day
of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a
day of clouds and thick darkness,

' A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and
against the high towers.

' And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like
blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord: and their
blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.

¥ Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them
in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but the whole land shall be de-
voured by the fire of His jealousy; for He shall make even a
speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.

Now we hear the “peace-and-safety” cry from the pulpit, and all
the way along down to the grog-shop.

“Where is the promise of His coming?”*

—-is murmured from the impious lips of a thousand last-day
scoffers. But the scene will speedily change.

21 2 Peter 3:4.
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1 Thessalonians 5
* For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruc-
tion comes upon them...and they shall not escape.

The scoffing of the haughty scoffer will soon be turned to wail-
ing and howling.

Isaiah 2

"' The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness
of men shall be bowed down; and the Lord alone shall be exalted
in that day.

2 For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is
proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he
shall be brought low.

Jeremiah 25

* And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of
the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be
lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon
the ground.

The last plagues, in which is filled up the wrath of God, now
bottled up in Heaven, waiting for mercy to finish her last plead-
ings, will be poured out. Unmingled wrath of Jehovah! And not
one drop of mercy? Not one! Jesus will lay off His priestly attire,
leave the mercy-seat, and put on the garments of vengeance,
never more to offer His blood to wash the sinner from His sins.
The angels will wipe the last tear shed over sinners, while the
mandate resounds through all Heaven, “Let them alone” The
groaning, weeping, praying church on earth, who in the last mes-
sage employs every power to sound everywhere the last note of
warning, lest the blood of souls be found in her garments, is now
hushed in solemn silence. The Holy Spirit has written within
them these prophetic words of their soon-expected Lord:

Revelation 22

"' He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy,
let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be right-
eous still and he that is holy, let him be holy still.
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24. The Final Separation

Matthew 24:40-41

Matthew 24

“ Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left.

" Two women shall be grinding at the mill; one shall be taken,
and the other left.

HIS language was designed to illustrate the final separation

of the righteous and the wicked. Many husbands and wives,
parents and children, brothers and sisters, will then part, never to
meet again.
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25. Those Who Watch, Will Know the Time

Matthew 24:42-44

Matthew 24

*> Watch therefore; for you know not what hour your Lord does
come.

* But know this, that if the good man of the house had known in
what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and
would not have suffered his house to be broken up.

* Therefore, be you also ready; for in such an hour as you think
not, the Son of Man comes.

HE day and hour of Christ’s second coming are not revealed

in the Scriptures. Neither is the year in which this glorious
event is to take place pointed out. No one of the prophetic periods
reaches to the second coming of Christ. The sanctuary is to be
cleansed at the end of the 2300 days,” and Daniel is to stand in
his lot at at the end of the 1335 days.” But that these events occur
before the second appearing of Christ, is susceptible of the clear-
est proof. Both these prophetic periods terminated in 1844. But
we cannot give a defense of our position in regard to these peri-
ods in this work.

The time from the end of the prophetic periods to the coming of
Christ is emphatically the waiting, watching time. Those who
watch, as our Lord commands, will know the time. No man will
make it known; for it is not revealed to man in the Scriptures. An-
gels will not make it known, though they may minister to, and
communicate with, the children of men. Neither will the Son. But
the Father will make it known when He speaks again from
Heaven.

He once spake the ten commandments in the hearing of the
people. His voice then shook the earth. When He speaks again,
the heavens and earth will both shake. Says Paul,

2 Daniel 8:14.
» Daniel 12:12-13.
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Hebrews 12

% Whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised,
saying, Yet once more | shake not the earth only, but also
heaven.

Joel 3
® The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from

Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake.

Probably there is no prophecy that better describes the present
state of unbelief in the world in regard to the second advent,
caused partly by fanatical time-movements, than the following:

Ezekiel 12

2 Son of Man, what is that proverb that you have in the land of
Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision fails?

2 Tell them, therefore, Thus says the Lord God: | will make this
proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Is-
rael; but say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of
every vision.

" For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divina-
tion within the house of Israel.

» For | am the Lord: | will speak, and the word that I shall speak
shall come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged; for in your
days, O rebellious house, will | say the word, and will perform it,
says the Lord God.

The burden of this prophecy is time; therefore, the word here
mentioned that the Lord will speak, will be the time.

Revelation 3:3, is also to the point:

Revelation 3

> Remember therefore how you have received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent. If therefore you shall not watch, I will
come on you as a thief, and you shall not know what hour | will
come upon you.

Those who do not watch, will not know the hour. Those who
watch, will know the hour.

The present watching condition is clearly defined in:
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1 Thessalonians 5

' But of the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need
that | write unto you.

? For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
comes as a thief in the night.

3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruc-
tion comes upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and
they shall not escape.

* But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief.

The present watching, waiting position requires much faith and
patience. Says Paul,

Hebrews 10

% Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has great rec-
ompense of reward.

% For you have need of patience, that, after you have done the
will of God [in proclaiming the coming of Christ], you might re-
ceive the promise.

77 For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and
will not tarry.

% Now the just shall live by faith; but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him.

¥ But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of
them that believe to the saving of the soul.

Says James,

James 5

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Be-
hold, the husbandman waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
and has long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter
rain.

® Be you also patient; stablish your hearts; for the coming of the
Lord draws nigh.

The present position and present duty of God’s people are de-
fined in:
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Revelation 14
2 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
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26. The Faithful and Wise Servant

Matthew 24:45-47

Matthew 24

% Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord has
made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?
4 Blessed is that servant whom his lord, when he comes, shall
find so doing.

7 Verily | say unto you, that he shall make him ruler over all his
goods.

N THIS figure, Christ is represented as the lord of the house-

hold of faith,* leaving His house, and committing the work of
caring for His church to His servants. A blessing is promised
those servants who are faithfully discharging their duty when
their Lord comes. They are to feed the flock of God, over whom
the Holy Ghost has made them overseers.” They must preach the
word.”® They should watch for souls as they that must give ac-
count.” They will not only give meat to the household, but they
will give it in due season. They will preach the present truth. Their
last work, before the return of their Master, will be to proclaim
His coming, and to teach the necessary preparation. They will
sacrifice the society and blessings of home, and go everywhere,
preaching the word, suffering fatigue of body and burden of
spirit. But such will have great reward in the kingdom of God.

% Who is that faithful and wise servant?

Where shall we find him? Answer: He is faithfully and wisely
attending to the interest of the household of faith.

1. He is faithful. As a faithful watchman, he will give timely
warning when he sees the sword coming. His work just before
the end is seen in the following scriptures:

2 See Mark 13:35; Hebrews 3:6.
% Acts 20:28.

% 2 Timothy 4:2.

" Hebrews 13:17.
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Joel 2

' Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day
of the Lord comes, for it is nigh at hand.

Isaiah 58
' Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet, and show
my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.

2 Timothy 4

"I charge you therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom,

? Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doc-
trine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears;

* And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables.

3 But watch in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of your ministry.

2. He is wise.

Proverbs 11
% He that wins souls is wise.

He must be wise. He will expose error, then hold forth the truth
in its harmony and beauty, and thus win men to the truth. When
it becomes his duty to “reprove and rebuke,” it will be at a proper
time and place, and then with all “long-suffering and doctrine.”
He will study to show himself...

2 Timothy 2
15 ..approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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27. The Evil Servant

Matthew 24:48-51

Matthew 24

*® But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord de-
lays His coming;

* And shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to eat and
drink with the drunken;

* The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looks not
for Him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,

" And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with
the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

HAT the evil servant says and does, shows most clearly
the position and work of the faithful and wise servant.
Why the evil servant says,

“My Lord delays His coming,’

—is because the faithful servant is proclaiming the coming of
his Lord. Why the evil servant smites the faithful servant, is be-
cause he teaches the speedy coming of his Lord. The faithful ser-
vant, true to his commission to preach the “gospel of the king-
dom” to a fallen church and a scoffing world, toils on, and the evil
servant smites on. One is laying up treasure in Heaven, and is
preparing to go home to his eternal reward; while the other is
calling down upon his head the displeasure of the high and holy
One, and is getting ready to receive the unmingled cup of the fury
of the Lord.

The faithful servant is turning some, at least, to righteousness,
to shine forever as stars in his crown of glory,* while the evil ser-
vant pursues his downward course and work of death, making
the bitter cup of woe which awaits him still more bitter. But the
separating day is coming. The Lord will come, and cut asunder
the evil servant, and appoint him his portion with the lost. In the

% Daniel 12:3.
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general wailing and gnashing of teeth, with hypocrites he will re-
ceive the portion due him for his works.

Read the doom of the false shepherds, the ministers of the last
generation, who come up to the day of the Lord with their gar-
ments all stained over with the blood of souls. They now cry,
“Peace and safety,” and their flocks confide in them. They stand
between us and the people, and turn away the arrow of truth. But
their day is coming, dreadful beyond description. Thus says the
Lord:

Jeremiah 25

* Howl, you shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the
ashes, you principal of the flock; for the days of your slaughter
and of your dispersions are accomplished; and you shall fall like
a pleasant vessel.

* And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal
of the flock to escape.

% A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a howling of the prin-
cipal of the flock, shall be heard; for the Lord has spoiled their
pasture.

7 And the peaceable habitations are cut down, because of the
fierce anger of the Lord.
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28. Parable of Ten Virgins

Matthew 25:1-7

Matthew 25

' Then shall the kingdom of Heaven be likened unto ten virgins,
which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.
2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

* They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with
them; but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

HE 24™ and 25™ chapters of Matthew are one connected dis-

course. The parable of the ten virgins of chapter 25, is a fur-
ther illustration of the great subject of the second advent, treated
in the previous chapter, especially of the action of the wise and
the evil servants, given in the closing part of it.

! Then shall the kingdom of Heaven be likened [“compared,’
Campbell’s translation] unto ten virgins.

At the very time when both these classes of servants are mani-
fested, may the kingdom of Heaven be compared to an eastern
marriage. The parable, then, does not have a general application;
but illustrates the kingdom of Heaven at a particular time. There
can be no mistake on this point.

Some have desired to obtain a correct account of an eastern
marriage, that they might better understand this parable. But let it
be understood that our Saviour has here given the desired history,
and testifies that the kingdom of Heaven shall be likened, or com-
pared, unto it.

The kingdom of Heaven is not the future kingdom of glory. The
parable can in no wise illustrate that kingdom. The term here, as
in many other places in the New Testament, applies to the work
of grace; or, more definitely expressed, it refers to the great sec-
ond-advent movement, caused by the power of the word and
Spirit of God upon the minds and hearts of men.

The ten virgins illustrate those who professed faith in the evi-
dences of the soon coming of Christ, based upon fulfilled and ful-
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filling prophecy, and the signs of the times. Their lamps represent
the word of God.” The oil may illustrate abiding faith, produced
by a thorough work of the word and Spirit of God upon the
hearts and lives of men. The difference, then, between those illus-
trated by the foolish, and the wise virgins, is that one class rest in
that faith which alone is the result of theory, while the other class
have that abiding faith which results not only from theory, but
also from the work of grace wrought by the word and Spirit of
God. And in the great advent movement, these two classes have
been clearly manifested.

Matthew 25

> While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

® And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
comes; go you out to meet Him.

" Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.

The bridegroom in this parable represents Jesus Christ, and the
tarrying of the bridegroom clearly shows a disappointment on the
part of those looking for His second coming, and a consequent
delay. The first point of expectation, as expressed in the title page
of William Miller’s nineteen lectures, was “about the year 1843”
This time passed, and believers, for as time, sank into a position
which is well represented by the words,

> ...they all slumbered and slept.

In the summer of 1844, it was seen that those evidences which
had been relied upon as proof that the 2300 prophetic days of
Daniel 8, would end in the year 1843, proved that they would ter-
minate in 1844. The entire body of believers had been united,
agreeing with William Miller that the 2300 days dated from the
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem, 457 Bc. This point settled, the figures 1843 were readily
found:

¥ Psalm 119:105; 2 Peter 1:19.
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From 2300
Take 457
And there remains 1843

But it was seen that it would require 457 full years before
Christ, and 1843 full years after Christ, to make 2300 full years; so
that if the 2300 years commenced with the first day of 457 Bc,
they would reach to the first day of 1844 Ap. It was also seen that
this prophetic period did not commence with the year 457, in the
spring, but in the autumn of that year; consequently, 2300 full
years would terminate in the autumn of 1844. In connection with
this view of the subject, a most forcible application of the parable
of the ten virgins, and other scriptures, was made, and a most
solemn, searching cry went forth to Adventists everywhere,

Matthew 25
¢ Behold, the Bridegroom comes; go you out to meet Him.

This appeal to professed believers went with astonishing rapid-
ity and power, and all were aroused to search the Scriptures with
greater care and deeper interest, fitly represented by the words,

’ Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
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29. Character of the Work

Matthew 25:8-9

S TO the character of the work which resulted from giving

what was called the midnight cry, it evidently was the spe-
cial work of God. It was not, as many supposed the result of fa-
naticism.

1. Because it bore the marks of the especial providence of God.
It was not characterized by those extremes ever manifested where
human excitement, and not the word and Spirit of God, has the
controlling influence. It was in harmony with those seasons of
humiliation, rending of heart, confession and complete consecra-
tion of all, which are matters of history in the Old Testament, and
are made matters of duty in the New.

2. Because it was subversive of all those forms of fanaticism
which had made their appearance somewhat in connection with
the second-advent cause. These were at once swallowed up by the
solemn power of the midnight cry, as the rods of the magicians
were by the rod of Aaron.

3. Because the work was marked with sobriety, humility, solem-
nity, reverence, self-examination, repentance, confessions, and
tears, instead of lightness, exaltation, trifling, irreverent expres-
sions, self-justification, pride in spiritual things, voluntary humil-
ity and will-worship, which generally characterize the conduct of
fanatics.

4. Because the work bore the fruit of the Spirit of God, as set
forth in the New Testament. It was evidently guided by wisdom
from above. The apostle James declares this wisdom to be...

James 3

7. first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy.

Paul says that:
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Galatians 5

22 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith,

» Meekness, temperance.

These are the good fruits of the work and Spirit of God, and
these did all appear in an eminent sense as the results of the mid-
night cry.

Of all the great religious movements since the days of the first
apostles of our Lord, none stand out more pure and free from the
imperfections of human nature and the wiles of Satan, than that
of the autumn of 1844. In fact, after looking back upon it for more
than twenty-six years as the greenest spot on all the way in
which God has led His people, we do not see how it could have
been better, at least so far as the direct providence and work of
God is concerned. It was beyond the control of human hands, or
human minds. Men and demons sought to hinder and to mar this
work; but the power that attended it brushed away their influence
as you would remove a spider’s web, and there stood the work of
God, free from the print of a man’s hand.

The Advent Shield published in January, 1845, bears testimony
to the character of that work, in words of truth and soberness.
And let it be borne in mind that the Shield was a standard work,
of 440 pages, for all Adventists at that time, and that the follow-
ing testimony from it was not published till about three months
after the seventh-month movement, when Adventists had taken
time to review the past, and settle, as was supposed, upon a firm,
united position:

It produced everywhere the most deep searching of heart and
humiliation of soul before the God of high Heaven. It caused a
weaning of affections from the things of this world, a healing of
the controversies and animosities, a confession of wrongs, a
breaking down before God, and penitent, broken-hearted suppli-
cations to him for pardon and acceptance. It caused self-abase-
ment and prostration of soul, such as we never before witnessed.
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Matthew 25

# And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our
lamps are gone out.

° But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough
for us and you; but go rather to them that sell, and buy for your-
selves.

Those who had no part in the great advent movement can
scarcely form any idea of that work. But those who took part in
that work know that the burden of testimony to believers every-
where was that the preparation was an individual work. All were
faithfully warned to look to God, and obtain an individual experi-
ence. The urgent requests for help from those in whom the work
had been superficial, and the faithful responses of those who had
the work at heart, are well illustrated by the above conversation
between the foolish and wise virgins.

84 The Second Coming of Christ



30. The Marriage of the Lamb

Matthew 25:10-13

Matthew 25

'“ And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they
that were ready went in with Him to the marriage; and the door
was shut.

What Is the Marriage?

HERE are two thing which the scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments illustrate by marriage:

* First, the union of God’s people in all past ages, as well as at
the present time, with their Lord;

* Second, Christ’s reception of the throne of David, which is
the New Jerusalem.

But union of believers with their Lord has existed since the
days of Adam, and cannot be regarded as the marriage of the
Lamb. It is supposed that Isaiah speaks of the church when he
says,

Isaiah 54
* Your Maker is your husband;

-but Paul, in Galatians 4, applies this prophecy to the New
Jerusalem. Says John, speaking of Christ,

John 3
* He that has the bride is the bridegroom.

That Christ is here represented in His relation to His followers
by a bridegroom, and His followers by a bride, is true; but that He
and they are here called the bridegroom and bride, is not true. No
one believes that the event called the marriage of the Lamb took
place eighteen hundred years ago.

Paul, in writing to the church says,
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2 Corinthians 11
2| have espoused you to one husband, that | may present you a
chaste virgin to Christ.

But does this prove that the marriage of the Lamb took place in
Corinth? or, did Paul only wish to represent by marriage, the
union which he had effected, through the gospel, between Christ
and the church at Corinth? He also says,

Ephesians 5
2 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the
head of the church.

But please turn and read from verse 22, and it will be seen that
Paul’s subject is the relation and duty of man and wife to each
other. This is illustrated and enforced by the relation of Christ and
the church. Those who suppose that Paul is here defining who the
Lamb’s wife is, are greatly mistaken. That is not his subject. He
commences:

2 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands.
» Husbands, love your wives.

The marriage of the Lamb does not cover the entire period of
probation, in which believers are united to their Lord, from Adam
to the close of probation. It is one event, to take place at one point
of time, and that is just prior to the resurrection of the just. Then
what is the bride in the marriage of the Lamb? Said the angel to
John,

Revelation 21
° Come hither, | will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.

Did the angel show John the church?

' And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of Heaven from God.

The New Jerusalem is also represented as the mother.
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Galatians 4
% But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us
all.

Christ is represented as the “everlasting Father” of His people;

the New Jerusalem, the mother, and the subjects of the first resur-
rection, the children. And, beyond all doubt, the resurrection of
the just is represented by birth. How appropriate, then, is the
view that the marriage of the Lamb takes place in Heaven before
the Lord comes, and before the children of the great family of
Heaven are brought forth at the resurrection of the just.

Let those who are disposed to cling to the old view that the
church is the bride, and that the marriage is after Christ comes,
and the saints are caught up to Heaven, answer the following
questions:

1. Who are illustrated by the man found at the marriage,
Matthew 22:11, not having on the wedding garment? Will
any be caught up by mistake, to be bound hand and foot,
and cast down to the earth again?

2. If the church is the bride, who are they that are called to
the marriage as guests?

3. Jerusalem above is the mother of the children of promise;
but if the church is the Lamb’s wife, who are the children?

The Reception of the Kingdom

The marriage of the Lamb is Christ’s reception of the throne of
David, or His own throne, which is the New Jerusalem above.
That city is finally to come down upon the new earth, to be the
capital of the everlasting kingdom. The event illustrated by the
coming of the bridegroom in the parable, is thus described by the
prophet:

¥ Isaiah 9:6.
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Daniel 7

| saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of
Days, and they brought Him near before Him.

' And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him.

This language describes a grand transaction in Heaven between
the Father and the Son. The Son, at His second advent to this
world, does not approach the Father. So far from this, the apostle
represents the Father as remaining in Heaven, and sending His
Son.

Acts 3
2 And He [the Father] shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you.

The words of the Psalmist are to the point:

Psalm 2

8 Ask of me [says the Father to the Son], and | shall give you the
heathen for your inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for your possession.

 You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall dash them in
pieces like a potter’s vessel.

Before the Son makes His second advent to this world, He re-
ceives from the Father...

Daniel 7
' ...dominion, and glory, and a kingdom.

Returning as King of Kings

After the coronation of the King of kings, or the marriage of the
Lamb, the opening heavens will reveal Him coming in grandeur
and in glory, leading on the armies of Heaven to the last great
conflict with the beast, the false prophet, and the kings of the
earth.
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Revelation 19

"2 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many
crowns...

'® And He has on His vesture and on His thigh a name written,

King of kings, and Lord of lords.
His mission then will be to...

Revelation 19
" .judge and make war.

He will then destroy His enemies, and redeem His people. The
marriage is over, and His people are still waiting His return. The
true position of the waiting ones is thus described:

Luke 12

¥ Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;

% And you yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord,
when He will return from the wedding.

Application to the Ten Virgins Parable

In the parable, while the foolish virgins were gone to buy oil, the
bridegroom came; those that were ready went in with Him to the
marriage, and the door was shut. Our position is, that before the
second advent, events take place on earth and in Heaven, con-
nected with the experience and history of those who are called
out to wait for the Lord, which may be, and will be, likened, or
compared, to the several events of an eastern marriage named by
our Lord.

* The bridegroom, in the parable, represents Christ.

* The coming of the bridegroom, and the marriage, in the
parable, represent events that take place in Heaven in con-
nection with the reception of the throne of the immortal
kingdom by the rightful heir, Jesus Christ.

* The marriage of the Lamb takes place before the second ad-
vent, so that at Christ’s second appearing He returns from
the wedding.
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These facts will appear evident from a close examination of
Psalm 2:8-9; Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 12:36.

THE OPEN AND SHUT DOOR

The shutting of the door, in this parable, does not represent the
closing of human probation, sometimes called the shutting of the
door of mercy. That last decisive event is at the close of Christ’s
ministration in the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary,
and is spoken of by our Lord thus:

Luke 13

» When once the Master of the house is risen up, and has shut
to the door, and you begin to stand without, and to knock at the
door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and
say unto you, | know you not whence you are.

That is when Jesus rises from His mediatorial work, lays off His
priestly garments, and puts on His royal robes. Then will the King
of kings proclaim in Heaven, to be repeated by the church on
earth:

Revelation 22

" He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy,
let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him the right-
eous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.

2 And behold | come quickly, and my reward is with me.

Daniel 12

' And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which
stands for the children of your people, and there shall be a time
of trouble, such as never was.

But the shut door of the parable illustrates the closing of
Christ’s work in the holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, at the
end of the 2300 prophetic days of Daniel 8:14, when the heavenly
Bridegroom entered upon that last work of atonement which is to
terminate with His union with the throne of the immortal king-
dom.
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At that time Christ closed one distinct ministration, or shut the
door of the holy place, and opened another distinct ministration,
or opened the door of the most holy place, as He, the great high
priest, entered it to cleanse the sanctuary.

This open, and this shut, door, are thus spoken of in the address
to the Philadelphia church:

Revelation 3

’ These things says He that is holy, He that is true, He that has
the key of David, He that opens, and no man shuts, and shuts,
and no man opens;

& | know your works. Behold, | have set before you an open door,
and no man can shut it.

The term, “key of David,” in this text, has direct reference to
Christ’s reception of the throne of David, which is His rightful
throne, the throne of the immortal kingdom. And the entire ad-
dress to the Philadelphia (brotherly love) church applies to that
glorious period in the history of Adventists, when, by the power
of the midnight cry in the autumn of 1844, every heart beat in
union, and every voice was raised in the joyful proclamation,

Matthew 25
¢ Behold, the Bridegroom comes; go you out to meet Him.

Was the door of mercy then shut? No! The truth is so far from
this that the Coming One declares to His dear, waiting people,

Revelation 3
® Behold, | have set before you an open door.

This door our great High Priest opened when He entered upon
the work of cleansing the heavenly sanctuary from the sins of all
His people. Before the ark of the ten commandments and the
mercy-seat, He stands, ready to offer His blood in behalf of all
who will, by faith, enter with Him.
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THE FOOLISH VIRGINS TRY TO ENTER

Matthew 25

" Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open
to us.

2 But He answered and said, Verily | say unto you, | know you
not.

* Watch, therefore; for you know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of Man comes.

The wise virgins represent those who occupied a correct posi-
tion in 1844, and those who still receive it and adhere to it. These
were in a state of acceptance with Christ, and could be repre-
sented as going in with Him to the marriage. And do not the fool-
ish virgins, who came afterward represent those who in 1854 oc-
cupied an erroneous position in regard to the prophetic periods?

The light upon the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary had
been given. The open door of the most holy place, revealing the
ark of the ten commandments, had been set before all Adventists.
But many closed their eyes, and rebelled against the law of God
in that ark. The rejection of so clear light left them exposed to the
terrible delusion of a false time movement in 1854. And the folly
of these timeists is manifested in that they have departed from
the true position on time, have rejected the open door, and are in
rebellion against the law of God.
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Appendix: This Generation Shall Not Pass

By Frank Zimmerman

Matthew 24
* Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all

these things be fulfilled.

HERE was a common misunderstanding prevalent among

Adventists in the mid to late 1800’s, that the “generation” re-
ferred to in this prophecy given by Christ, was a period of time,
covering the average lifespan of a human on this earth (i.e., about
70 years). Most likely the length of this “lifespan” was based on
texts such as:

Psalm 90

' The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength
labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

Josiah Litch dated the “generation” from the dark day of 1780,
and wrote in 1842:

But if it is understood of a generation of threescore years and
ten, the age of man, and applied to those who saw the beginning
of these signs, sixty-two years ago, then seventy years, or a gen-
eration, will not pass away before the last event will take place.
About seven years more remain of the generation; but they can-
not be fulfilled before Christ comes, without destroying His word
of promise.”*

James White wrote, in 1868:

And the very generation of men that live after the three great
signs are fulfilled, and who hear and reject the warning message,
will drink the unmingled cup of the wrath of God. And those of
this very generation who receive the message, suffer disappoint-
ment and endure the trials of the waiting position, will witness

*! Josiah Litch, Prophetic Expositions, Vol. 1, Chap. 5: “The Signs of the Times”.
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the coming of Christ, and exclaim, “Lo! this is our God, we have

waited for Him.”*

J. N. Loughborough explained it this way:

The Lord’s appointed time for the people to learn a parable of
the fig-tree dates this side of 1833. Here is the Lord’s time for the
world to be aroused to the great truth that His coming is at the
doors, and that His coming will be before the generation who
hear that parable shall pass away.”

And again here:

The last of these events—the falling of the stars—was fulfilled in
1833. Since that date we have entered upon the last generation,
the generation that shall not pass away until Christ shall come.*

Stephen Haskell said:

* Luke 21:28-31. The signs began to come to pass in 1780, and now
they have come to pass.

* Matthew 24:33, margin. Saviour at the door.

* Luke 21:32; Matthew 24:34. This generation shall not pass till all
these things are fulfilled. DA 632. It must be either the genera-
tion addressed by the Saviour or the generation that saw the
signs fulfilled.

* Luke 11:29. The generation living in Christ’s day had only one
sign, and therefore could not be the one that would not pass
away until all things were fulfilled. DA 632, 406.

e Matthew 24:35. God’s word can not fail. DA 234, 235.

* Luke 21:34-36. Need of preparation.”

A. T. Jones wrote:

And the very generation of men that live after, the three great
signs are fulfilled, and who hear and reject the warning message

2 James White, Life Incidents, “Present Position and Work,” 1868.

* J. N. Loughborough, The Great Second Advent Movement, Chapter V, “The
Second Advent Message,” 1905.

** J.N. Loughborough, Last Day Tokens, Chapter 4, “The Last Generation,” 1904.
* Stephen Haskell, Bible Handbook, “Second Advent of Christ,” 1919.
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of Heaven, will drink the cup of the unmingled wrath of God.*
Jones wrote yet more clearly:

It is a solemn to contemplate, yet we firmly believe it is truth,
the signs have been fulfilled, and that the generation which saw
the wonderful shower of falling stars in 1833, the last of the
signs, will not pass away till the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven.”

E. ]J. Waggoner wrote:

Nothing can possibly be more clear than that He will come
within one generation from the fulfillment of the signs which He
has named, and that no one knows, other than God himself, what
date within that generation will be the day of His coming.*®

So, according to these statements, many Adventist expositors
took a generation as 70 years, and dated it from the last of the
“signs in the heavens,” namely the falling stars of 1833. 70 years
added to 1833 would be 1903. They never actually mentioned the
date, but it was clear from what they expounded that 1903 would
mark the very near termination of that time period.

Even in 1903, the last year for this fulfillment according to their
understanding, Waggoner still wrote:

His word has been pledged that He will come to the generation
that was alive seventy years ago.”

However, Waggoner started to entertain the thought that Christ
might “tarry” because of His people not being ready:

* A. T. Jones, An Exposition of Matthew 24, “This Generation Shall Not Pass,”
1890.

37 Idem, “This Generation”.

% E. J. Waggoner, The Present Truth, “Therefore Be Ye Also Ready,” April 15,
1897.

* E. J. Waggoner, The Present Truth, “The Editor’s Private Corner. The Last
Generation,” October 1, 1903.
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Some say that Christ’s coming cannot be near, or He would
have come before this, if we had entered on the last generation
seventy years ago. He does not come because His people are not
ready for Him, He is at the door, but He tarries there in mercy.
Those who profess His name would be destroyed if He came
upon these and found them unready.”

This makes me wonder if there was a mini-disappointment
when it became clear that the work was not going to end at that
time. This could explain some of the anxiety around re-organiza-
tion in 1901 and how A. T. Jones was very discouraged that this
reorganization did not go as he thought was necessary for the
quick finishing of the work.

William Miller, by the way, understood the Matthew 24 state-
ment differently. He interpreted “this generation” to mean the
elect of God:

Here is the great stumbling-block to many. Christ is talking
about His elect, His children, and His generation; and not, as
some will have it, about the generations that then lived on the
earth; for they did undoubtedly pass off, a large share of them;
for it was about thirty-six years before the destruction of
Jerusalem.

But His kingdom has never been taken from the earth. Al-
though they have been hunted from one part of the earth to an-
other; although they have been driven into caves and dens of
mountains; have been slain, burnt, sawn asunder; have wandered
as pilgrims and strangers on the earth;—yet the “blood of the
martyrs has been the seed of the church;” and Christ has had, and
will have, a people on the earth, until His second coming.

1 Peter 2
° But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, a peculiar people,...

The Psalmist says,

Psalm 22
3 A seed shall serve Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a
generation.

0 Ibid.
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I humbly believe that Christ has quoted the sentiment con-

tained in the 102" Psalm, 25" to last verse:

Psalm 102

5 Of old have You laid the foundation of the earth; and the heav-

ens are the work of your hands.

% They shall perish, but You shall endure; yea, all of them shall

wax old like a garment; as a vesture shall You change them, and

they shall be changed:

7 But You are the same, and your years shall have no end.

% The children of your servants shall continue, and their seed

shall be established before You.

Here we see the Psalmist has expressed the same sentiment
that I understand Christ to have given in these two verses, which
I conclude is the proper explanation.”

Charles Fitch explains it this way:

What then? “A seed shall serve Him; it shall be counted to the
Lord for a generation.” The generation of Christ’s seed, then, shall

not pass away from this world, until the things which Christ
spoke of are fulfilled.*

The Millerite interpretation has stood the test of time, and if
anything, may even have more luster, when considered in the
light of the question “How long?” in Daniel 8:13. I quote from the
book, God’s Way in the Sanctuary, the first chapter, “The Land-
marks Stand”:

Daniel 8

B Then | heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto
that certain saint which spoke, How long shall be the vision con-
cerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation,
to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under
foot?

" And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.

# William Miller, Miller’s Works, Volume 2, Evidence from Scripture and His-
tory of the Second Coming of Christ about the Year 1843, Lecture 1, “The Second
Appearing of Christ,” 1842.

* Charles Fitch, The Glory of God in the Earth, “Conclusion,” 1843.
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For a very long time prior to the giving of this vision, the sanc-
tuary and the host had been trodden underfoot with the conse-
quent loss of the daily and the deprivation of the land. It was still
to go on for a long time into the future but not forever. There was
to come a time when never more would the sanctuary and the
host be trodden underfoot and the daily taken away. That time
would be at the end of the two thousand, three hundred days.

With the advent of that date would be the assurance that, inas-
much as God’s true people would never again be brought into
Babylonian bondage, and would never again be deprived of the
sanctuary and the daily, the work would be finished, an end
made of sin and sinners, everlasting righteousness brought in,
and Christ exalted forever as the King of kings and Prince of
Peace.

It must never be overlooked that Daniel 8:14 is the answer to
the question put in the previous verse. Therefore, the determina-
tion of the date when the time period ends is the declaration to
God’s army that they have before them the perfect opportunity
to complete their commission, for they know that never again
will they be enslaved, lose the sanctuary and its marvelous High
Priest, or the daily ministrations of that priesthood.

Thus the Scripture, “Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,” (“...restored to its
rightful state” RSV), is of priceless value to God’s true people. No
wonder it is regarded askance by the enemies of God’s truth. Let
it be. The true sheep will rejoice in possession of so wonderful a
gem of living truth. Inspired by its promise, armed by the power
of the God who spoke it, they will go forward as the mightiest
army in human history, filled with the love, wisdom, character,
and power of the Almighty to vanquish the forces of darkness—
forever.

Then,
Daniel 12 [RSV]
3 ...those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the fir-
mament; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the
stars for ever and ever.®

# F. T. Wright, God’s Way in the Sanctuary, Chapter 1, “The Landmarks Stand.”
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The question, “How long?” of Daniel 8, is answered “unto 2300
days, then shall the sanctuary be cleansed (or properly restored).”
After 1844, as Fred Wright explained, the message of the gospel,
and the connection of the people of God to the Sanctuary in
heaven and Christ’s work there, would never be lost again, so it
would go on to completeness.

That’s exactly what Matthew 24 states: “this generation,” that is,
the people “generated” or “created anew” by the gospel message
that the Lord brings at that time, just after the three signs appear
in the heavens, will not pass away; there will be a continuous line
of spiritually-born people who carry the message unto comple-
tion, to the “perfect day”** There will be no more sliding into
bondage and darkness so that the message is entirely lost, and the
work of recovery has to start all over again. Revelation 10:7 states:

Revelation 10
7 In the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall be-
gin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished.

And the seventh angel includes:

Revelation 11

'® And the nations were angry, and your wrath is come, and the
time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that You should
give reward unto your servants the prophets, and to the saints,

and them that fear your name, small and great; and should de-

stroy them which destroy the earth.

The time of the dead to be judged started in 1844. The nations
were angry shortly after that. Preparations for war, the inventions
of machines that could kill men in great quantities, were taking
place in the later 1800’s, and these preparations eventually culmi-
nated in the two world wars, and many other costly battles since
that time. And the destroying of the earth is going ahead without
slowing, shown by the changes in climate, effects of pollution, ex-
tinction of species, burning up of limited resources, etc.

“ Proverbs 4:18.

Appendix: This Generation Shall Not Pass 99



The generation of God, those who were regenerated by His ev-
erlasting gospel, those who have tasted of the “powers of the
world to come,”* will never pass from the earth, until Christ
comes. He will have a seed to greet Him at His coming, in spite of
their small numbers, and the massive powers arrayed against
them, and the very real danger of the extinction of human life on
the planet. But they “will not pass till all these things be fulfilled””
Thank the Lord!

4> Hebrews 6:5.
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