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with the message of salvation to
the Irish people now impressed
the Irish Columba with a bur-
den for the unentered regions of
Scotland and in the year A.p. 563
he set out with twelve compan-
ions to attempt this perilous en-
terprise.

The missionaries landed at Hy
or Tona, a rocky islet off the
coast of Scotland, and estab-
lished there a church and mon-
astery. Two years later they
crossed over to the Picts on the
mainland. Following the lakes
now forming the Caledonian
Canal they reached the capital
of DBrude, one of the fierce
northern kings, on the site of
the present city of Inverness.
Prude responded to the preach-
ing of the Gospel, became a
Christian, and gave his aid to
their further work. By a.n. 574
they had covered the whole land
as far north as Buchan in Aber-
deenshire and had erected
churches and monasteries in
many places.

In their frail coracles they

sailed out to the Hebrides, the
Orkney and Shetland Isles, and
even as far as Iceland. Hardly
a rock is to be found in all these
northern seas where there are
not some remains indicating the
visit of one or more of these
intrepid pioneers.  Well says
Schaff in his History of the
Christian Church:

“We ecan form no adequate con-
ception of the seli-denying zeal of
these heroic missionaries of the
extreme north, who, in a forbid-
ding chimate and exposed to rob-
bers and wild beasts, devoted their
lives to the conversion of savages.”
— "Medicval Christianity,” 1, 67,
sec, 18,

Greater than Augustine

The Rev. C. Hole pays a
glowing tribute to the tireless
energy of Columba and his zeal-
ous companions. “Columba,”
he says, "occupies in missionary
history the entire generation pre-
ceding the arrival of Augustine.”
Moreover, he adds, he “laboured
much longer, in a much wider
sphere, and personally with more
success as well as prodigiously

more romance than the first
archbishop of Canterbury.”

And Montalembert says of the
permanence of Columba’s work
at Tona:

“Tona was for two centuries the
nursery of bhishops, the centre of
education, the asylum of religious
knowledge, the point of union
among the British Isles, the capi-
tal ;l'!wl metropolis of the Celtic
race.

The vigorous missionary life
of Columba was brought to a
close on Sabbath, June 9, A.D.
597. Active to the last he died,
like Bede in later years, trans-
cribing a portion of the Scrip-
tures he loved so dearly. Reach-
ing the tenth verse of the thirty-
fourth Psalm, “They that seek
the Lord shall not want any
good thing,” he laid aside his
pen saying, “The next words,
‘Come, ye children, hearken unto
me," belong to my successor
rather than to me,” and there-
upon passed peacefully away.
(Next Time: “Ewl Days, and
How Good Came QOut of

Them.”)
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