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Did Rome Convert the Saxons ? 
Facts You Should Know 

About the History of 
Christianity in Britain 

ID Newtonian Illustrated-Press Service 

Augustine's interview with King Ethelbert. 

IT was during the period of 
Saxon settlement and the diver-
sion of British missionary zeal 
to the Continent that the ambi-
tious bishops of the Roman 
church first gave serious atten-
tion to Britain. 

We have already mentioned 
the story of Gregory and his im-
pulse to carry the Gospel to the 
pagan tribes in Britain. It is 
very probable, however, that he 
was interested still more in the 
independent Celtic church of 
which he had become well ac-
quainted. That he intended its 
union and subservience to the 
Papal See is clearly indicated 
in his commission to Augustine. 

"As to the bishops of the Brit-
ish Isles," he said, "we commit 
them all to you, brother, that the 
ignorant may be taught, the weak 
in the faith strengthened by your 
word, and the disobedient corrected 
by your authority." 

The opportunity to enter  

Britain came through contact 
with the Saxons of Kent. Ethel-
bert the king had married Ber-
tha, the Christian daughter of 
King Charibert of the Franks. 
She took over to Kent with her 
a Christian bishop, and Ethel-
bert gave to them a ruined Brito-
Christian church in Canterbury 
in which to worship. Gregory 
recognized in this union a lever 
which could profitably be used 
to extend his influence and en-
tered into correspondence with 
the king. Ethelbert, on his part, 
no doubt welcomed the ap-
proaches of Gregory as a politi-
cal move to reinforce and con-
firm his own usurpation. The 
outcome was the dispatch of 
Augustine with his forty monks 
and their landing in A.D. 597 
on the Isle of Thanet at pre-
cisely the same spot where Hen-
gist and Horsa had set their feet. 

Ethelbert listened to the 
preaching of Augustine and on 
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June 2nd was baptized. Soon 
after the Witena or parliament 
officially accepted the new faith, 
and on Christmas Day nearly 
ten thousand of his subjects were 
immersed in the Swale, two and 
two performing the ordinance 
upon each other at Augustine's 
command. 

Augustine's Methods 

The wholesale methods of 
Augustine are in striking con-
trast to the work of individual 
conversion carried on by the mis-
sionaries of the British church, 
and the Christianity he gave to 
the Saxons was consequently but 
a caricature of the true. The 
customs of the heathen were re-
tained as far as possible, their 
significance merely being changed 
to Christian objects. Idol tem-
ples were purified with holy 
water, and dedicated as Christian 
churches. The heathen festivals 
were renamed as Christian 
saints' days, and the animal sac-
rifices were offered as before but 
to the true God instead of to 
heathen deities. This policy of 
compromise accounts for the oc-
currence of the names of Saxon 
deities in the names of the days 
of our week, Tuesco (Tuesday), 
W o d en (Wednesday), Thor 
(Thursday), Frico (Friday), and 
in the names of some Christian 
festivals, as Eostre (Easter). 

The little interest they took in 
instructing the Saxons in the 
truths of the Gospel is further 
shown by the fact that seventy 
years after the landing of 

II 

A 

• 

, 



March 17, 1932 	 PRESENT TRUTH 	 7 
r 

Augustine, not one of the Roman 
missionaries could speak the na-
tive language ! 

British Church Refuses to Submit 

As soon as Augustine had 
firmly established himself in 
Kent he set about the second 
phase of his mission, the subjec-
tion of the native British church. 
Messages were dispatched to the 
British bishops inviting them to 
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meet him in conference at a 
place in Worcester which became 
known in later years as Augus-
tine's Oak. 

In A.D. 603 six bishops 
and the abbot of Bangor 
under the leadership of 
the archbishop of Caer- 

• leon, then the principal 
ecclesiastical authority of 
the native church, met 
him at the appointed 
place. Augustine laid be-
fore them his proposal 
that they should acknowl-
edge the Pope as their 
spiritual head and submit 
to him as his representative in 
all things. The British bishops 
were astounded at such a 
haughty demand and it was met, 
naturally, by a very decided re-
fusal. They stated in their reply : 

"Be it known and declared that 
we all, individually and collectively, 
are in all humility prepared to de-
fer to the Church of God and to 
the Bishop of Rome, and to every 
sincere and godly Christian, so far 
as to live everyone according to 
his degree, in perfect charity, and 
to assist them all by word and in 
deed in being the children of God. 
But as for any other obedience, we 
know of none that he whom you 
term the Pope, or Bishop of 
Bishops, can demand. The defer-
ences we have mentioned we are 
ready to pay him, as to every other 
Christian, but in all other respects 
our obedience is due to the juris-
diction of the Bishop of Caerleon, 
who is alone, under God, our ruler 
to keep us right in the way of sal-
vation."—Hengwrt MSS., Cotton-
ian Library (British Museum). 

Augustine pressed his case with  

entreaties and exhortations, and 
then with threats, but the bishops 
were immovable. So Augustine 
lowered his demands. "If you 
will obey me in these three 
things : in the time of observing 
Easter, in administering baptism 
according to the form of the 
Holy Roman Apostolic Church, 
and in preaching God's Word to 
the English jointly with us, all 
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Aidan preaching in Northumbria. 

your other practices we shall 
strive to tolerate, however con-
trary they be to us." 

But the British bishops, in-
censed by his pride and arrogant 
assumption, replied, "We will do 
none of these things, neither will 
we have you for our archbishop." 

Augustine was furious. "Since 
you will not have peace with 
brethren," he cried, "you shall 
have war with enemies." Not 
long afterwards a great mas-
sacre occurred at the college of 
Bangor-Iscoed in North Wales, 
as a result of the sudden incur-
sion of the Northumbrians 
under Ethelf rid. This is al-
leged by Bede, the English 
Catholic historian, to be a fulfil-
ment of Augustine's divinely in-
spired prophecy. It did not. how- 

ever, induce the submission of 
the British church; if anything, 
their resistance was intensified. 

Retiring to Kent Augustine 
was soon superseded by Lauren-
tius, who made another attempt 
to negotiate with the British and 
Irish bishops, but succeeded only 
in making the relations more 
bitter. 

Had Gregory come over him-
self to England, as he had orig-
inally planned, the church might 
much earlier have been subdued, 

but it was perhaps in the 
providence of God that 
t h e tactless Augustine 
was sent, in order that 
the light of the Gospel 
should not be entirely ex-
tinguished by Rome. For 
the British church had 
yet a great work to do. 

An Abortive Mission 

T h e Roman mission 
had still extended no far-
ther than Kent and after 
the death of Ethelbert 

the church began to decline even 
there. A revival seemed to be 
coming when Ethelbert's Chris-
tian daughter married Edwin of 
Northumbria and with her chap-
lain Paulinus succeeded in win-
ning over the Witena or parlia-
ment of Northumbria to Roman 
Christianity. It was, however, 
but short-lived, for in seeking to 
subdue Penda, the rebellious king 
of the Mercians, the champion 
of Christianity was slain and 
paganism re-asserted it self. 
Paulinus fled from York. Mel-
litus was driven out of London 
and with Justus fltd to Gaul, 
while Laurentius alone remained 
in Canterbury. 

The Roman mission had woe-
fully failed, and only among the 
people of Kent did it maintain a 
precarious existence. 

British Church Takes Up the Task 

Rome's failure now became 
Britain's opportunity. The re-

(Continued on page 10.) 
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waters receded again ! The great 
Himalayas appear out of the 
deep ! The crests of the Andes 
are lifted out of the waters ! 
The Alps and the Rockies and 
Pyrenees appear ! Over the cliffs 
of the rising land the waters 
pour back like the falls of a 
mighty Niagara. 

And what a wind was that 
which "dried the earth !" A 
hurricane from God, which 
hurled reluctant waters to their 
decreed resting place ! Which 
finished the work of burial be-
gun by the flooding of the earth, 
and carried on by the receding 
of the oceans. 

What a sight of devastation 
greeted the eyes of the weary 
voyagers as they stepped out of 
the great ship which had been 
their home, and descended to the 
lowlands ! 

Miles and miles of beds of 
mud and pebbles and sand strewn 
on earth's surface ! Ocean's 
chalky bed left high as the hills ! 
White cliffs which told the re-
cord of the flood for ever. 

Boulders and rocks lay scat-
tered abroad far from the parent 
stone from which they had been 
wrenched ! Jagged.  mountain 
peaks, yawning chasms, moun-
tains piled on forests, moun-
tains turned on end, forests deep 
below earth's surface—what a 
wreck of a world ! 

A Buried Civilization 

The old world had gone ! 
Tubal-Cain and his empire were 
buried in earth's depths. Jubal 
and his musicians—seek them 
deep down under the ocean's 
bed ! 

The old climate had gone ! The 
cold of the Arctic now reigned 
over countries where warm, 
balmy breezes had once blown. 
Mammoth animals of climes once 
warm and pleasant were frozen 
fast in solid ice. 

The Garden of Youth? Men 
sought it for years, perchance—
but it was gone ! The cheru- 

bim were gone. And sorrow of 
sorrows !—the Tree of Eternal 
Youth was gone ! 

Think ! Never since that day 
has this old earth seen the Gar-
den of Eternal Youth nor the 
Tree in the midst of the Garden ! 

Will it ever appear again? 

(Next Time: "Is This Strange 
Story Truer) 
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Did Rome Convert the 
Saxons? 

(Continued from page 7.) 
fusal of British bishops to co-
operate with the Roman mission 
had not been because of any 
neglect of mission work, for we 
have already seen that the pro-
pagation of the Gospel was the 
one great task to which the 
church in Britain had set itself. 
It was simply because they did 
not feel free to co-operate with 
a church with which they had 
so little in common. When, how-
ever, the emissaries of Rome left 
the field in despair the British 
church stepped into the breach 
and accomplished what they had 
failed to do. 

It happened that after the 
death of Ethelfrid of Northum-
bria, a period of turmoil fol-
lowed, and the king's sons found 
refuge in Iona. Oswald sincerely 
embraced Christianity and on the 
death of Edwin returned to 
Northumbria. Having recovered 
the throne, he immediately invi-
ted the Columbans to send a 
teacher to instruct his people in 
the faith. 

The first missionary soon be-
came discouraged by the bigoted 
and untractable nature of the 
pagans and returned. 

Aidan, the Apostle to England 

The saintly Aidan was next 
dispatched together with a num-
ber of helpers. The mission 
settled in the island of Lindis-
farne in A.D. 635, erecting there  

a church and school to which the 
Northumbrian youth were soon 
attracted in large numbers. From 
this centre the followers of 
Aidan went forth from village to 
village and from house to house 
between the Humber and the 
Forth, preaching, teaching, and 
establishing churches and schools 
on land donated to them by the 
good king Oswald. Even Bede, 
himself a Roman Catholic, ad-
mits that by Aidan and his suc-
cessors "was all northern Eng-
land recovered from paganism." 

From the school at Lindis-
farne missionaries also went out 
to other sections of England to 
spread the Gospel of Christ. 
Cedd went with three followers 
to Mid-Anglia, and later led a 
mission to the East Saxons over 
whom he was consecrated bishop 
by Finan thirty-eight years after 
the expulsion of the previous Ro-
man bishop, Mellitus. Another 
scholar, Chad or 2Eadda, became 
the apostle to the Mercians of 
the Midlands, who had hitherto 
withstood all attempts at con-
version. 

Hilda, the grandniece of Ed-
win, had been baptized with him 
at the age of thirteen, and when 
Christianity was re-organized in 
Northumbria was instructed by 
Aidan. From Lindisfarne she 
went to Whitby, where she or-
ganized a monastery, whence 
there went forth the principal 
clergy and bishops of the pro-
vince of York. She also in-
structed Caedmon, the first poet 
and paraphraser of Scripture in 
the Saxon tongue. 

Aidan and his followers were 
supported in their efforts by 
other missionaries from Ireland. 
Diuma and Ceollach went to the 
Mercians, Fursa went to the 
East Anglians of Suffolk, and 
another Irish missionary went 
among the pagan South Saxons 
of Sussex, the last mentioned, 

(Continued on page 15.) 
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like. Which do you want?" 
"I should like them both, but 

I can't do that. I know Mummy 
loves kittens, and I shall he able 
to give her a present after all ! 
May I have this one with the 
white spot under its chin?" 

Maisie thanked the man, 
gathered up her flowers and, 

My dear girls and boys, 
LISTEN awhile, for I have a 

little story to tell you. 
A diamond miner at Gong 

Gong, near Kimberley in South 
Africa, had worked for eighteen 
long months in vain. Day after 
day passed by with nothing to 
show for all his hard toil. Slowly 
but steadily his savings disap-
peared, until he had but a few 
shillings left. 

Then, one day, he came upon 
a magnificent diamond weighing 
202 carats ! 

His ceaseless toil and perse-
verance were at last rewarded. 
Imagine his joy at the discovery ! 

He might have giver up try-
ing the day before—but he had 
kept on hoping, and kept on 
working, until the prize was his. 

Is there one of you who has 
been working and trying so hard 
with apparently nothing to show 
for it? Perhaps you have plod-
ded day after day through your 
school lessons, without having 
yet gained the mark you desired, 
or the position in your form that 
you longed for. Or, maybe, it is 
that naughty little imp called 
Temper, Selfishness, or Thought-
lessness which you are fighting 
so hard against without seeming 
to make any headway. 

Think of the diamond of 
Gong Gong, children dear, and 
take courage. Jesus will help you 
in all you do and reward your 
perseverance if you will just ask 
Him. He watches your endea- 

hugging the kitten in her arms, 
ran home as fast as she could 
go. 

Harry and Vera were in the 
garden looking for her. 

"Where have you b e e n? 
What have you got?" they cried. 

"Mummy's present," panted 
Maisie, "isn't it sweet?" 

yours to be better and truer little 
"Sunbeams" for Him, radiating 
the spirit of joy and gladness all 
around you; and He rejoices 
with His angels at each little 
fault overcome, each hard lesson 
mastered as the days pass by. 
We shall have our reward when 
we see His face smiling with 
loving tenderness on the children 
He holds so dear. Let us al-
ways remember that He is by our 
side—a true and strong Friend. 

Now for the competition this 
time ! I want you to draw a pic-
ture of either of these three Bi-
ble scenes : 

1. Daniel in the lions' den. 
2. Joseph being taken from the 

pit. 
3. Jesus feeding the multi-

tudes. 
Draw the picture as well and 

as neatly as you can with ink or 
pencil. Maybe I shall discover 
an artist among our band whose 
picture will be so good that it 
will be given a place in a future 
issue of PRESENT TRUTH ! 

You may copy the picture 
from a book if you wish, but 
tracing is not permissible. Send 
your attempts to me by March 
24th, addressed to Competition 
Corner, PRESENT TRUTH, Stan-
borough Park, Watford, Herts. 
Do not forget to enclose your 
full name, age, and address. 

Good-bye until next time, chil-
dren, 

Yours affectionately, 
NORAH E. WALLIS. 

Results of Story Competition 
No. 1 

Prise-winner.—Hazel May Goodall, 20 
Formans Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham. 

Honourable mention.—John Thompson 
(Workington);  Alfred Kelly (Badminton);  
Mary Tombs (Glyn Neath); Peggy Jones 
(Port Talbot);  Ruth Wallis (Weymouth);  
Sybil Yeates (London); John Owen (Aber-
dare); Patsie Wallis (Weymouth). 

Those who tried hard.—Dorothy Allen 
(London); Chrissie Ainsworth (Blackburn);  
Evelyn Hooton (Wellingborough); Kath-
leen Kelly (Badminton); Lorna Kneller 
(Wigan);  Phyllis Morgan (Cardiff);  Cyril 
Phillips (Bristol);  Rosina Pursey (Port 
Talbot);  Dorothy Reeder (Norwich);  Grace 
Ricketts (London);  Lily Sewter (Gt. Yar-
mouth);  Sybil Slade (Southampton);  
Clifford Veal (Bristol); Ivene Warran 
(Bromley). 
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Did Rome Convert the 
Saxons ? 

(Continued from page 10.) 
however, not having much suc-
cess. 

Thus by about A.D. 660 the 
whole of Saxon England, except 
Sussex, had been united with the 
fold of Christ. But the work had 
been accomplished by the mis-
sionaries of the British and Irish 
churches and not by those of 
Rome. Actually outside Canter-
bury there was only one bishop 
of the Roman communion in 
England, namely Wina of Win-
chester, and he later deserted his 
party or was deposed. 

We may, therefore, very truth-
fully say with Bishop Lightfoot, 
that, "Not Augustine but Aidan 
is the true apostle of Eng-
land." 
(Next Time : "How Britain Pre-

served the Ancient Faith.") 
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