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Rome Did NOT Convert Britain 
The Truth About the Beginning of Christianity in the British Isles 

PART IV.—How Ireland and Scotland Were Evangelized 

A Mine of Priceless Facts By 

W. L. EMMERSON 

Columba, the apostle of Scotland, and his companions setting sail on their 
missionary voyage 

WHEREVER the Gospel takes 
root in the hearts of men there 
is generated the missionary 
spirit. Those who have tasted 
of the riches of divine grace 
glow with desire to pass on their 
new-found joy to others still in 
ignorance of it. 

As soon, therefore, as Chris-
tianity became established in 
Britain, teachers began to go 
forth to those still in the dark-
ness of heathenism. 

Some crossed the narrow seas  

founded the Lotharingian 
church in Gaul, and then 
pushed on into Illyria, 
where he was martyred. 
The cathedral St. Cadval 
at Tarentum, in Italy, is 
named after a British mis-
sionary who is said to 
have established a church 
there in A.D. 170 ! 

From the fifth century 
the British church cared 
for their kinsmen in Brit-
tany, which for a long 
time was untouched by 
the Gallican church. Many 
of the place names there, 
such as St. Malo, St. 
Brieux, and St. Gildas, 
have perpetuated t h e 
memory of some of these 
early British missionary 
pioneers. 

The missionaries of the 
British church were evi-
dently appreciated i n 
those early days, for 
many were appointed to 
foreign sees. The founder 
bishop of Treves, Mar-
cellus, was a Briton. Cat-

aldus became a later bishop of 
Tarentum. Donatus of Lupiae 
in South Italy and another Dona-
tus, bishop of Fiesole in North 
Italy, were also of British origin. 

How Ireland Received the Gospel 

The most important mission-
ary endeavours of the early Brit-
ish church, however, were the 
evangelization of Ireland and 
Scotland. From Britain Ireland 
received the faith, and then from 

which separated Britain from the 
mainland of Europe and took up 
the uncompleted work there, 
founding missionary churches in 
many of the lands whither they 
travelled. 

As early as the end of the 
first century Beatus, a noble 
Briton, is said to have estab-
lished a mission at Undersevern 
on Lake Thun in Switzerland 
and founded the Helvetian 
church. Early in the second cen-
tury Mansuetus, also a Briton,Ireland the message of salvation 
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penetrated to the remotest re-
gions of Scotland and into the 
islands on the west and north of 
the mainland, until eventually the 
church was spread over the 
whole of the British Isles. The 
name which shines brightest 
among the pioneers of the Gos-
pel in Ireland is that of Sukkat 
or Patrick, who later became the 
patron saint of Erin's Isle. 

Prior, however, to the mission 
of Patrick there was an abortive 
mission from Rome. 

Coelestine, an Irishman living 
in Rome, brought Ireland to the 
notice of Coelestius, bishop of 
Rome, about the year A.D. 431. 
The latter commissioned Palla-
dius, archdeacon of St. Germain, 
to proceed to Ireland as its first 
bishop. Palladius landed in what 
is now County Wicklow, but op-
position was so strong that he 
was quickly expelled. Driven 
out to sea he followed the Brit-
ish coast as far as Kincardine-
shire in Scotland, where he 
landed only to meet further per-
secution which culminated in his 
martyrdom, probably at Fordun. 

One year after Palladius was 
driven from the Irish shores, 
Patrick landed in the north. 

Patrick was a Scottish boy, 
the son of a deacon and the 
grandson of a priest, born at 
Kilpatrick in Dumbartonshire 
somewhere about the year A.D. 

395. The Gospel had thus evi-
dently already penetrated and 
become established at least as 
far north in Scotland as this 
place. 

Conversion of Patrick 

At the age of sixteen he was 
taken captive, together with his 
sister and some thousands of his 
•countrymen, during an Irish raid, 
and was carried back to Antrim 
as a slave. For six years he 
toiled as a herd-boy in the ser-
vice of Milchu, son of the hea-
then king of North Dairaida. 
During this long time he forgot 
the religion of his parents, but 
at last, like the prodigal son in  

the parable, he was brought back, 
in his need, to God. 

He was "reformed by the 
Lord," he tells us in his Confes-
sion to the Irish People, and be-
came impressed that he was to 
be used of God to carry the Gos-
pel to others who knew it not. 

Soon after he succeeded in es-
caping from the land of his 
captivity and returned home to 
Scotland, only, however, to be 
captured again. He escaped 
again, and on reaching home the 
second time, there appeared to 
him in the night season a sound 
as of many voices from across 
the water calling : "We beseech 
thee, child of God, come and 
again walk among us." His 
friends and relatives sought to 
restrain him from this apparently 
mad enterprise, but obedient to 
what he regarded as a heavenly 
call, Patrick set off for the third 
time, now of his own free will, 
for the shores of Ireland, land-
ing, as we have said, just one 
year after Palladius had been ex-
pelled from the island. 

For thirty years Patrick 
preached Christ to the Irish peo-
ple, during which time he cov-
ered the whole land from County 
Down in the north to Tara in 
the south. His first convert, 
Benignus, b e c am e his co-
labourer, and after his death 
carried on the work as Elisha 
took up the work of Elijah his 
father in the faith. 

A True Gospel Missionary 

Patrick's methods were akin 
to those of modern Protestant-
ism. He preached Christ from 
the Scriptures with great power, 
pressing home conviction to in-
dividual hearts, not seeking 
merely the outward baptism of 
great masses of people which 
seemed to satisfy the mission-
aries of Rome. He preached in 
the language of the people, and 
invented an alphabet which he 
taught to the young that they 
might learn to read and under- 

stand the Word of God for 
themselves. 

Everywhere the Gospel was 
favourably received he estab-
lished schools, where the con-
verts were instructed in the faith, 
the most promising being trained 
to carry the Gospel into still re-
moter parts. 

Having spread the light of the 
Gospel over the whole of cen-
tral and southern Ireland he 
completed his evangelization of 
the land by the conversion of 
Ulster and the establishment of 
his northern centre at Druin-
sailech, the "hill of the willows." 
Around the church which he 
built there grew up the city of 
Armagh which, sad to say, in 
later times was captured by the 
papal church and became the 
seat of the Roman jurisdiction in 
Ireland. Well would it have 
been if the later bishops of 
Armagh had followed in the il-
lustrious steps of its founder. 

Columba, the Apostle of Scotland 

Among the noble young men 
attracted to the Gospel by the 
successors of Patrick and Ben-
ignus was Colum or Columba, 
whose father was Feidlimid, a 
member of a reigning family in 
Ireland, and his mother Eithne 
of Leinster, also the descendant 
of an illustrious provincial ruler. 
Born in A.D. 521 he grew up amid 
the hills of Donegal and was 
sent to be educated first in the 
schools of Finnian of Molville 
and then under Finnian of Clon-
ard, two of the most famous 
Christian teachers of the time. 
He became a deacon, and finally 
was ordained. At once he set out 
for the north, and on the shores 
of Loch Foyle established a 
"monastery" or Christian colony 
which grew into the city of Lon-
donderry. Another he founded 
at Durrow in King's County, 
and perhaps still more in other 
places. 

The Providence which years 
before had sent a Scottish youth 
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with the message of salvation to 
the Irish people now impressed 
the Irish Columba with a bur-
den for the unentered regions of 
Scotland and in the year A.D. 563 
he set out with twelve compan-
ions to attempt this perilous en-
terprise. 

The missionaries landed at Hy 
or Iona, a rocky islet off the 
coast of Scotland, and estab-
lished there a church and mon-
astery. Two years later they 
crossed over to the Picts on the 
mainland. Following the lakes 
now forming the Caledonian 
Canal they reached the capital 
of Brude, one of the fierce 
northern kings, on the site of 
the present city of Inverness. 
Brude responded to the preach-
ing of the Gospel, became a 
Christian, and gave his aid to 
their further work. By A.D. 574 
they had covered the whole land 
as far north as Buchan in Aber-
deenshire and had erected 
churches and monasteries in 
many places. 

In their frail coracles they  

sailed out to the Hebrides, the 
Orkney and Shetland Isles, and 
even as far as Iceland. Hardly 
a rock is to be found in all these 
northern seas where there are 
not some remains indicating the 
visit of one or more of these 
intrepid pioneers. Well says 
Schaff in his History of the 
Christian Church: 

"We can form no adequate con-
ception of the self-denying zeal of 
these heroic missionaries of the 
extreme north, who, in a forbid-
cling climate and exposed to rob-
bers and wild beasts, devoted their 
lives to the conversion of savages." 
—"illcdiceval Christianity," 1, 67, 
scc. 18. 

Greater than Augustine 
The Rev. C. Hole pays a 

glowing tribute to the tireless 
energy of Columba and his zeal-
ous companions. "Columba," 
he says, "occupies in missionary 
history the entire generation pre- 
ceding the arrival of Augustine." 
Moreover, he adds, he "laboured 
much longer, in a much wider 
sphere, and personally with more 
success as well as prodigiously  

more romance than the first 
archbishop of Canterbury." 

And Montalembert says of the 
permanence of Columba's work 
at Iona : 

"Iona was for two centuries the 
nursery of bishops, the centre of 
education, the asylum of religious 
knowledge, the point of union 
among the British Isles, the capi-
tal and metropolis of the Celtic 
race." 

The vigorous missionary life 
of Columba was brought to a 
close on Sabbath, June 9, A.D. 
597. Active to the last he died, 
like Bede in later years, trans-
cribing a portion of the Scrip-
tures he loved so dearly. Reach-
ing the tenth verse of the thirty-
fourth Psalm, "They that seek 
the Lord shall not want any 
good thing," he laid aside his 
pen saying, "The next words, 
`Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me,' belong to my successor 
rather than to me," and there-
upon passed peacefully away. 
(Next Time: "Evil Days, and 
How Good Came Out of 

Them.") 

On the Brink of the Precipice 
(Continued from page 3.) 

Good men apply the brakes. They cry, "Peace, 
peace," but there is no peace. The car slides on. 
They call conferences and say, "Let us all dis-
arm," but their pleadings are ignored. Vision-
less men, blind to the approaching peril, retort, 
"We must protect ourselves," and proceed to 
make more guns, more battleships, more aero-
planes, more poison gas. So the brakes fail. 
The locked wheels only accentuate the terrors of 
the skid. 

Only a miracle can save anyone from the im-
pending wreck. 

Yet there is just one chance. 
The prophet Zephaniah points it out. 
"Before the day of the Lord's anger come 

upon you," he says, "seek ye the Lord, all ye 
meek of the earth, which have wrought His 
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness : it 
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's 
anger." Zeph. 2 :2, 3. 

A similar opportunity was once given to Nebu- 

chadnezzar when threatened with a visitation of 
divine displeasure, and it is surely applicable to-
day : "Wherefore, 0 king, let my counsel be ac-
ceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing 
mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of 
thy tranquillity." Dan. 4 :27. 

Nothing we can do is more important than to 
make our peace with God just now. The door 
of mercy is still ajar. The arms of Jesus are 
still outstretched to welcome us. His loving voice 
still pleads : "Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
But the time is short. 

If we heed His call, all will be well. His com-
ing will have no terrors for His own. They will 
say with eagerness : "Lo, this is our God ; we 
have waited for Him, and He will save us." 
Isa. 25 :9. 

And so as the world leaps the precipice angel 
arms will save us. As it hurtles to its doom we 
shall mount up with wings as eagles. 

It is just one chance in a thousand, but it is 
worth taking. 
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