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British church in the fifth cen-
tury of the Christian era is thus
summarized by Gildas :

““The church is spread over the
nation, organized, endowed, hav-
ing sacred edifices and altars, the
three orders of the ministry, mon-
astic institutions embracing people
of all ranks and classes. . . . It

had its own version of the Bible
and its own ritual.”

In the days of peace before
the empire was overwhelmed by
the western barbarians the native
British church, as we have seen,
was in constant touch with the
rest of the church, but it was not

subject to any foreign jurisdic-
tion. It did not consult Rome or
any other church as to its rites,
discipline, or government, nor
did it seek for the consecration
of its archbishops and bishops by
any outside dignitary. It ack-
knowledged no superior but God.

(Next Time : “Into Regions Beyond.")
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