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Did Rome Convert the
Saxons?

(Continued from page 7.)
fusal of British bishops to co-
operate with the Roman mission
had not been because of any
neglect of mission work, for we
have already seen that the pro-
pagation of the Gospel was the
one great task to which the
church in Britain had set itself.
It was simply because they did
not feel free to co-operate with
a church with which they had
so little in common. When, how-
ever, the emissaries of Rome left
the field in despair the British
church stepped into the breach
and accomplished what they had
failed to do.

It happened that after the
death of Ethelfrid of Northum-
bria, a period of turmoil fol-
lowed, and the king’s sons found
refuge in Tona. Oswald sincerely
embraced Christianity and on the
death of Edwin returned to
Northumbria. Having recovered
the throne, he immediately invi-
ted the Columbans to send a
teacher to instruct his people in
the faith.

The first missionary soon be-
came discouraged by the bigoted
and untractable nature of the
pagans and returned,

Aidan, the Apostle to England

The saintly Aidan was next
dispatched together with a num-
ber of helpers. The mission
settled in the island of Lindis-
farne in AD. 635, erecting there
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a church and school to which the
Northumbrian youth were soon
attracted in large numbers. From
this centre the followers of
Aidan went forth from village to
village and from house to house
between the Humber and the
Forth, preaching, teaching, and
establishing churches and schools
on land donated to them by the
good king Oswald. Even Bede,
himself a Roman Catholic, ad-
mits that by Aidan and his suc-
cessors ‘“‘was all northern Eng-
land recovered from paganism.”

From the school at Lindis-
farne missionaries also went out
to other sections of England to
spread the Gospel of Christ.
Cedd went with three followers
to Mid-Anglia, and later led a
mission to the East Saxons. over
whom he was consecrated bishop
by Finan thirty-eight years after
the expulsion of the previous Ro-
man bishop, Mellitus. Another
scholar, Chad or Zadda, became
the apostle to the Mercians of
the Midlands, who had hitherto
withstood all attempts at con-
version.

Hilda, the grandniece of Ed-
win, had been baptized with him
at the age of thirteen, and when
Christianity was re-organized in
Northumbria was instructed by
Aidan. From Lindisfarne she
went to Whitby, where she or-
ganized a monastery, whence
there went forth the principal
clergy and bishops of the pro-
vince of York., She also in-
structed Caedmon, the first poet
and paraphraser of Scripture in
the Saxon tongue.

Aidan and his followers were
supported in their efforts by
other missionaries from Ireland.
Diuma and Ceollach went to the
Mercians, Fursa went to the
East Anglians of Suffolk, and
another Irish missionary went
among the pagan South Saxons
of Sussex, the last mentioned,

(Continued on page 15.)
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however, not having much suc-
cess.

Thus by about a.p. 660 the
whole of Saxon England, except
Sussex, had been united with the
fold of Christ. But the work had
been accomplished by the mis-
sionaries of the British and Irish
churches and not by those of
Rome. Actually outside Canter-
bury there was only one bishop
of the Roman communion in
England, namely Wina of Win-
chester, and he later deserted his
party or was deposed.

We may, therefore, very truth-
fully say with Bishop Lightfoot,
that, “Not Augustine but Aidan
is the true apostle of Eng-
land.”

(Next Time : “How Britain Pre-
served the Ancient Faith.”)
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