





March 31, 1932

PRESENT TRUTH

13

S N W O S P P P r oy U PV S o Y Py P P P Y Y P P P P P P Y Py Y Yy ¢ Y Y e Yy v Y Y YT Ywwry

- - -

How Britain Preserved the
Ancient Faith

(Continued from page 6.)
anity of Britain in these early
days if we were to imagine that
it was the absolutely pure and
unadulterated doctrine of the
apostles. Although Britain had
been preserved through the years
from the later grievous errors
which had grown up in the Ro-
man church it had its share of
the errors which had crept into
the church in the earliest days,
before the barbarian invasions
had isolated Britain from the
rest of Christendom. Thus they
had come to regard the table of
the Lord as an altar and the
communion as a sacrifice in
which there was inherent merit,
though they had no defined doc-
trine concerning it, and they ad-
hered to the biblical practice of
taking both of the bread and the
wine, not withholding the latter
from laymen as in Roman ritual.
The pastors of the church were
wrongly looked upon as priests,
and they themselves adopted the
unscriptural practice of shaving
their heads. But this was not
in the approved Roman style, as
is shown by Augustine’s demand
that the British bishops should
modify their tonsure to conform
with the requirements of the
Latin church.

Yet allowing for these and
other errors which had crept
very early into Christian belief
the British church was free from
all the ecclesiasticism of Rome
and steadily adhered, as best
they knew, to the principle of the
Bible and the Bible only as the
only source of doctrine and
authority.

(To be continued.)
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