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Columbanus in AD. 585 and
settled among the inhabitants of
the Vosges Mountains in the
south of France.

First Conflict with Rome

It was here that the British
church first came into conflict
with ecclesiastical Rome as dis-
tinct from the primitive and pure
church established by the
apostles,

In the days of Constantine, it
will be remembered the British
bishops had been in close touch
with the rest of the church and
had met with representatives of
East and West in the general
councils of Arles and Nicza.
Soon after this, however, the
barbarians from Asia swept
down upon the decadent Empire
and interposed themselves like a
wedge across Central Europe,
thus isolating Britain from the
rest of the church.

During this period the Roman
branch of the church had exal-
ted itself largely by forged de-
cretals and political intrigue to
the position of chief of all the
churches, and at the same time
had become sadly corrupted
through pagan influence. When
Columbanus and his co-labourers
appeared on the scene most of
the southern Continental
churches had already submitted
to the primacy of Rome,

The difference between the
teachings and practices of the
British missionaries and those of
the new Rome, and their refusal
to acknowledge the leadership of
the sovereign pontiff, quickly
aroused the antagonism of the
Roman bishops, who organized
a conspiracy to expel them.
When in addition Columbanus
rebuked the crimes of King
Theuderick IT and the queen-
mother Brunhilda, which diplo-
macy had led the papal party to
overlook, the conspirators gained
the support of the court in their
opposition, and Columbanus with

Gall and others were compelled
to move into Switzerland. There
they worked successfully among
the Suevi and the Alamanni.
After a time they were driven
from there also and took refuge
in Ttaly, where they established
the monastery of Bobbio in the
Apennines. At this place Col-
umbanus died in A.p. 615.

Ascendancy of Cellic Christianity

Other companies of British
missionaries carried the Gospel
into Germany, DBavaria, and
Thuringia, where many churches
were founded. Five centres were
established in the Netherlands,
and others in France and else-
where. Bernard of Clairvaux
compared the Irish missionaries
on the Continent to a ‘“flood”
and Aldhelm declared that they
came in “fleets.” Walafrid
Strabo wrote that travel had be-
come second nature to them.

So tremendous was the impact

made by the British church as it
burst upon Central and Western
Europe that J. R. Green says :

“For a time it seemed as if the
course of the world’s history was
to be changed, as if the older Cel-
tic race, that Roman ;md; German
had driven before them, had turned
to the moral conquest of their con-
querors, as 1f Celtic and not Latin
Christianity was to mould the des-
tinies of the churches of the West.”
—“Shori History #f the Christian
Chureh,” page 86.

The native and independent
British church is thus entitled,
under God, not only to the credit
for the evangelization of Ireland,
Scotland, and the islands of the
northern seas as far as Iceland,
but also for giving the Gospel to
a large part of Europe as well
Rome stepped in and usurped
authority after the British mis-
sionaries had won the heathen
tribes for Christ.

(Next Time : “Did Rome Evan-
gelize the Saxons?”)
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