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55 and 54 B.c. had carried him
only as far as Verulam or St.
Albans. There a treaty was con-
cluded, the Romans evacuated
the land leaving not a soldier be-
hind, and did not set foot upon
British soil for nearly a century.
Thus in the middle of the first
century Britain was the only in-
dependent nation in Western
Europe. When, therefore, in the
reign of Claudius Casar, Rome
determined to subjugate this one
free race Britain became the cen-
tre of the military interests of
the empire. :

It would be incredible there-
fore if its possibilities as a mis-
sion field had not aroused noble
spirits in the early church to
conquer it also for the cross.

That the emissaries of the
Gospel did succeed in penetrating
ahead of and beyond the limits
of the Roman operations is en-
dorsed by Tertullian’s state-
ment :

“The regions of Britain which
have never been penetrated by the
Roman arms have received the re-
ligion of Christ."—“Dei Fidei,”
page 179.

The Roman principle of trans-
porting the fighting men of con-
quered peoples to distant parts
of the empire also facilitated the
spread of the Gospel. British
troops were deported to almost
every land under Roman rule,
while the troops used to garrison
this country were drawn from
Belgium, Gaul, Spain, Mace-
donia, Thrace, and many other
parts. There were many Chris-
tians among these, and these sol-
dier-missionaries stationed all
over the conquered territory con-
stituted a most important chan-
nel through which the Gospel
was communicated to the native
peoples.

Christian Colonists

Then there were the Roman
colonists who flocked into the
land in the wake of the conquer-
ing legions. London, as early as

A.D. 53, had over 80,000 Roman
citizens, and elsewhere over Ro-
man Britain there were other
smaller settlements, each, no
doubt, with its proportion of ad-
herents of the new faith, who
would seek every opportunity to
spread the message of the Gospel
among the natives.

Returned Captives Carry Gospel

Thousands of military captives
were taken to Rome by the vari-
ous Roman consuls who succes-
sively served in Britain. Most
of these were ruthlessly given to
the lions to provide sport on Ro-
man holidays, or forced to kill
each other in gladiatorial com-
bat. But some were spared and
came back to their native land
after a longer or shorter sojourn
in Rome. Might not some of
these also have accepted the Gos-
pel during their captivity, for
there was a considerable church
there at this time, and carried it
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back with them on their return?

The story is preserved that
Caractacus, the noble British
king who was treacherously be-
trayed into the hands of Rome
and whose great speech before
the Senate gained for him his
life, was converted with his
family during his seven years of
“free custody” in the capital.
And the church of St. Puden-
tiana in Rome is still pointed out
as marking the site of the Gentile
church established in the house-
hold of his daughter, who mar-
ried a Roman senator and re-
mained behind in Rome.

In these ways, therefore, and
not primarily through the mis-
sion of Augustine and his forty
companions, was the Gospel
planted and established in our
land,

(Next Time: “Persecuted Yet
Triumphant,”)
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