
ish church right back to apos-
tolic times. "VVe know," he says 
in his Ecclesiastical History, 
"that Christ, the true Sun, affor-
ded His light to our island in the 
last year of Tiberius Caesar." 
Tiberius died in March, A.D. 37, 
so that according to Gildas 
Christianity must have come to 
Britain less than a decade after 
the crucifixion, and within a 
short time of the stoning of 
Stephen and the scattering of the 
infant church ! 

Sir Henry Spelman in his 
Concilia attests this early date : 
"We have abundant evidence," 
he says, "that this Britain of ours 
received the faith . . . soon after 
the crucifixion of Christ." 

Roman Admissions 

Nor are such assertions con-
fined to non-Roman authorities. 
Polydore Vergil in the reign of 
Henry VII and Cardinal Pole 
in the sixteenth century have 
both left on record that Britain 
was "the first of all countries" 
to receive the Christian faith. 
And Robert Parsons, a Jesuit, 
who wrote a book entitled, The 
Three Conversions of England, 
to prove that three times Roman 
missionaries had evangelized our 
land, admits that, "The Chris-
tian religion began in Britain 
within fifty years of Christ's as- 
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Gregory sees the little English children in the slave 
market at Rome and plans to take the Gospel to their 

homeland. 

THE story is familiar to every 
school-child how Gregory, the 
Benedictine monk, passing one 
day from his monastery through 
the Roman Forum, chanced to 
see among the slaves exposed 
for sale three flaxen-haired, fair-
complexioned children. Asking 
the Jewish dealer whence they 
came, he learned that they were 
Angles from the land of the 
B rit t an i. "Not Angles but 
angels," exclaimed Gregory, and 
forthwith proceeded to the Pope 
to request permission to devote 
his life to the evangelization of 
Britain. 

He set out secretly on his mis-
sion with 
a number 
of compan- 	Priceless Facts 
wiohnes,h 

 

three for Protestant Workers 
days on his 	  
journey he was recalled and these isles. 
placed upon the papal throne as 
Gregory I. Unable then to go 
himself to Britain he delegated 	Gildas, the earliest of English 
the task to Augustine, the prior church historians, who lived in 
of his old monastery, who landed the first half of the sixth cen-
at Thanet in Kent among the tury, traces the roots of the Brit- 

Did Rome 
Convert 
Britain ? 

Is the British Church a Child of the Papacy 

By W. L. EMMERSON 

No. 1. A Popular Fallacy 
pagan Saxons in 
the year A.D. 590. 

Newtonian Illustrated-Press Service 	On 	the 
grounds of this 
story it is some-
times asserted 
and quite com-

monly believed that the pres-
ent Protestant church of Britain 
is a delinquent offshoot, an apos-
tate daughter, of the Church of 
Rome. 

Nothing, however, could be 
farther from the truth. Though 
Catholic writers by intent, and 
others through ignorance, sel-
dom go back earlier than the 
Augustinian mission, the church 
in Britain actually had a history 
of several centuries when he ar-
rived. In fact, hundreds of 
years before ever the Bishop of 
Rome sought to claim for him-
self the leadership of all the 
churches, and probably before 

there was a 
bishop of 
Rome at 
all, the 
Gospel was 
planted in 

From Apostolic Times 

I 
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St. Mary's Church in Dover Castle. The main portion of this structure 
dates from the fourth century—two hundred years prior to the arrival of 

Augustine! 
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cension," and that from a non-
Roman source ! 

When one who is seeking to 
magnify Rome's part in bring-
ing the Gospel to our land is 
constrained to acknowledge a 
fact so antagonistic to his thesis, 
its veracity is abundantly authen-
ticated. 

The question of priority of 
churches was raised at the Ro- 

• man Council of Pisa in A.D. 1417. 
by the French and Spanish am-
bassadors who ventured to con-
test the accepted antiquity of the 
British church. But their pro-
test was defeated. Not satis-
fied with the decision, they raised 
the issue .again at the Council of 
Constance in A.D. 1419, and yet 
again at the Council of Sena, but 
on each occasion their claim was 
set aside, it being asserted that 
the church in Britain was foun-
ded "immediately after the pas-
sion of Christ." 

Testimony of Church Fathers 

Among the writings of the 
church fathers are to be found 
many indications that the British 
church at a very early date was 
well known throughout the Em-
pire. 

Tertullian, for example, one of 
the fathers of North Africa, 
writing about the year A.D. 200, 
states that Christianity was to be 
found even beyond the limits to 
which Roman arms had penetra-
ted, including the isles of Brit-
ain. These are his words : 

•
"The extremities of Spain, the 

various parts of Gaul, the regions 
of Britain which have never been 
penetrated by the Roman arms, 
have received the religion of 
Christ."—"Dei Fidel," page 179. 

Writing about a quarter of a 
century later we have Origen, 
one of the most noted teachers 
of Alexandria, stating that : 

"The divine goodness of our 
Lord and Saviour is equally dif- 

s4 	fused among the Britons, the Afri- 

cans, and other nations of the 
world."—On Psalm 149. 

British in Early Church Councils 

From the fourth century we 
not only have the testimonies of 
Eusebius, Bishop of Caesarea 
(A.D. 320), and Jerome of Jeru-
salem (A.D. 378), but also cata-
logues of British representatives 
attending the earliest of the gen-
eral councils of the church. 
Three bishops, a presbyter, and 
a deacon were present in A.D. 

314 at the Council of Arles, con-
vened to discuss the date of 
Easter, the ceremony of baptism, 
and the mode of ordination of 
bishops or elders of the church. 

After the Council of Nicma 
(A.D. 325), which met to rebut 
the Arian heresy, Constantine the 
Great wrote a general letter to 
the churches in which he inclu-
ded the British bishops in the 
unity of the faith. Athanasius 
of Ale,xandria, corresponding 
some years later (A.D. 363) with 
Jovian, mentions that the British 
bishops "accepted and assented 
to the faith" as defined at that 
council. 

Then at the Council of Sardica  

(modern Sofia in Bulgaria) in 
A.D. 344 or 347, no less than 
thirty-three bishops from Gaul 
and Britain were present. 

Britain's First Martyrs 

The great growth of the Brit-
ish church during the early cen-
turies is further attested by the 
long list of martyrs to the faith 
in the Diocletian persecution. 
Although lasting for only one 
year in this country as against 
some eighteen years in other 
parts of the Empire, as a result 
of the tolerant attitude Of Con-
stantius Chlorus the governor, 
some thousands of souls laid 
down their lives. Such numbers 
and their distribution throughout 
the country most evidently indi-
cate the existence of a very large 
church extending over the whole 
land. 

During the terrible persecu-
tions of the second and third 
centuries it was a common prac-
tice of the hunted Christians to 
use the secret sign "XP" or 
"Chrisma," as it has been called, 
upon their meeting places and 
their tombs. Archaeologists have 

(Continued on page 13.) 
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these people, so needy and so de-
pendent on us, have become our 
life already, and amidst all our 
fun and laughter, our excitement 
at going back into civilization 
again, we wish more than all else 
that partings were for ever at an 
end. 

Only this morning a man came 
limping on to the mission beg-
ging us to tend his leg, and he 
had limped many miles and his 
leg was really in a terrible con-
dition. But how could we? To-
morrow we were going home. 

And Phoebe—she is sick and 
needs constant care. She was in-
tent on sending for the native 
doctor, but thus far we have suc-
ceeded in keeping him away. The 
question is, What will she do to-
morrow ? 

Indeed, what will any of them 
do ? 

A whole family of people come 
running on. to the mission, bring-
ing with them a little boy scream-
ing deafeningly. His skin hangs 
in watery bags all over his body. 
Either in a fit of anger or inex-
cusable carelessness, his mother 
has thrown a pot of boiling soup 
and palm oil over him. It is a 
wonder he is not dead already. 

Supposing he had been 
brought to-morrow. 

To say nothing of their deeper, 
their spiritual ills, and of the 
glorious, soul-stirring opportuni- 
ties for service that this great 
land affords. Deep in our hearts 
we are finding that the hardest 
thing we've had to do as yet is to 
pack up and leave it all. 

Yet what to do? It seems that 
our laughter must always be 
mingled with our tears. As we 
say good-bye we encourage our 
hearts by telling ourselves that 
at most the parting is not for 
long, but when the time for re-
turning comes, then, though dif- 
ferently, they will be torn again. 
We can only look forward, striv-
ing the while, because the part-
ings must be hard, to make tke  

reunions more dear. Soon the 
greatest reunion of them all will 
come, and then— 
"0 what a mighty change 

Shall Jesus' followers know, 
When o'er the happy plains they 

range, 
Incapable of woe I 

"There all our griefs are past; 
There all our sorrows end; 

We gain a peaceful rest at last, 
With Jesus Christ our Friend. 

"No slightest touch of pain, 
Nor sorrow's least alloy, 

Can violate our rest, or stain 
Our purity of joy. 

"In that eternal day, 
No clouds nor tempests rise; 

There gushing tears are wiped 
away 

For ever from our eyes." 
EMI?, Nigeria. 

-40- 

Did Rome Rome Convert Britain ? 
(Continued from page 5.) 

thus been enabled to identify re-
mains bearing this monogram as 
antedating the Edict of Milan 
(A.D. 313), when Christianity 
was at last able to come out into 
the open. 

Numerous remains of pave-
ments, churches, and memorial 
stones inscribed with the 
"Chrisma" have been found in 
this country as widely separated 
as Cornwall, Dorset, Northamp-
tonshire, Carnarvonshire, Wig-
tonshire in Scotland, and else-
where, indicating the existence of 
Christians in these places prior 
to the beginning of the fourth 
century. 

In the fifth century many 
references were made by the fa-
thers to the British church. 
Augustine of Hippo asks, "How 
many churches are there not 
erected in the British Isles which 
be in the ocean?" (Works, Paris 
Ed., page 676.) And Chrysos-
torn, Patriarch of Constantinople 
in A.D. 402, commends British 
piety in a very striking manner : 

"The British Isles which are 
beyond the sea, and which lie in 
the ocean," he declares, "have re-
ceived the virtue of the Word. 

Churches are there founded and 
altars erected. Though thou 
should'st go to the ocean, to the 
British Isles, there thou should'st 
hear all men everywhere discuss-
ing matters out of the Scriptures, 
with another voice indeed, but not 
another faith, in their different 
tongue, but the same judgment." 

Another reference was made 
by the same author in his Homily 
on Luke's Gospel to the effect 
that, "The power of the Saviour 
is felt even among those who are 
divided from our world, in 
Britain." 

Visits to Holy Places 

Further proof could hardly be 
asked for, yet one more line of 
evidence may be mentioned, 
namely, the records of pilgrima-
ges made by British Christians 
to the holy places of Palestine. 
During the years of persecution 
such visits were impossible, but 
as soon as Constantine the Great 
proclaimed liberty to Christianity 
throughout the Empire, we find 
fervent British Christians under- 
taking the long and arduous 
journey to see for themselves the 
places made holy by the presence 
of their Lord. 

Jerome who lived near Jerusa-
lem in the latter half of the 
fourth century mentions in his 
letters that he frequently came 
into contact with British pil-
grims, and Melania the Elder 
who died in A.D. 410 refers to 
visitors from "Persia, and Brit-
ain, and all the isles." 

Thus while much valuable in-
formation relating to the be-
ginnings of the British church 
has long since disappeared, the 
fragmentary information still ex-
tant abundantly testifies to the 
birth of Christianity in these 
isles at a very early.  date, and 
to the existence in the second or 
third, and subsequent centuries 
of a flourishing church distribu-
ted over the whole land. 

(Next Time : "The First Evan- 
gelists of Britain.") 
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Caractacus, the famous British chieftain, making his 
plea for liberty before the Roman Senate. (A.D. 51.) 
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ALMOST the last words of 
Jesus to His disciples, as He bade 
them farewell upon the mount of 
Olives, were, "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature" (Mark 16 :15), 
and the infant church lost no 
time in applying itself to this 
task. 

Seizing the opportunity of 
Pentecost, when devout Jews 
from all parts of the Roman 
Empire were assembled in Jeru-
salem, Peter preached the first 
missionary sermon to representa-
tives of at least thirteen different 
sections of the known world. 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
dwellers in Mesopotamia from 
the north-east are mentioned. 
Arabians had come from the' 
south-west. Asia Minor to the 
north was represented by Jews 
and proselytes from Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Cappadocia, Pontus, 
and Asia. There were pilgrims 
from Crete in the Mediterranean 
Sea, from Libya and Egypt in 
North Africa, and even strangers 
from Rome, the centre of the 
Empire. (Acts 2 :9-11.) 

Three thousands souls respon-
ded to that first appeal, and dur- 

ing the follow-
ing days thou-
sands more 
accepted 	t h e 
message of the 

Gospel. As these separated af-
ter the feast and returned to 
their various homes, they carried 
with them the good news of sal-
vation, and began to raise up 
churches in the very uttermost 
parts of the Empire. 

Scattered Abroad 

Some three or four years after 
that eventful Pentecost, Stephen, 
the first martyr of the church, 
laid down his life for the faith, 
and a great persecution arose in 
Jerusalem. This resulted in an-
other exodus of believers, carry-
ing the Gospel with them into 
other parts. (Acts 8:1.) 

In the thirteenth chapter of 
Acts we find that Antioch, the 
Grwco-Syrian capital of the East, 
had become a centre from which 
evangelists were being sent forth 
into the regions beyond, along 
the great trade routes which 
radiated in all directions from 
that city. Paul, Barnabas, and 
John Mark received their com-
missions, under God, from the 
church at Antioch and spread the 
message over Asia, Greece, 
Macedonia, and southern Europe 
as far as Rome, and perhaps 
even farther afield. 

In the second century Alex-
andria became another centre 
from whence proceeded mission-
ary pioneers into all the earth. 

It is not, therefore, unrea-
sonable to suppose that some of 
these fervent Christian mission-
aries penetrated the forests of 
Gaul, found themselves on the 
shores of the narrow channel 
which separated the wild islands 
of the Brittani from the main-
land, and crossed over to carry 
the good news of salvation there 
also. 

Who Were the First Evangelists? 

There are many legends and 
traditions which suggest differ-
ent leaders of the early church 
as the pioneers of the Gospel 
in Britain. 

A large number of authori-
ties declare that the apostle Paul 
himself visited Britain. Theo-
doret, for example, an ecclesi-
astical historian of the early fifth 
century, writes : 

"Paul, liberated from his capti-
vity at Rome, preached the Gos-
pel to the Britons and others in 
the West." 

We know that Paul planned to 
visit Spain (Rom. 15 :24), and 
there are several years of his 
life between his first and second 
captivities of which we have no 
record. So that it is within the 
bounds of ' possibility that dur- 

Britain's 
First 
Evangelists 

Part Two of the Great New Series, 
"Did Rome Convert Britain? " 

By W. L. Emmerson 
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St. Joseph's Chapel, Glastonbury, said to have been founded by Joseph 
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ing this period the apostle did 
fulfil his intention to visit that 
country and perhaps even ex-
tended his journeyings as far as 
these isles. Whatever the truth 
may be the Rev. R. W. Mor-
gan, author of St. Paul in Brit-
ain, says ironically that there is 
at least more evidence of Paul's 
visit to Britain than of Peter's 
ever having been in Rome ! 

Another group of ancient re-
cords identify the Christian 
worker Aristobulus, whose fam-
ily is mentioned by Paul in his 
letter to the Romans, as one of 
the pioneers of the Gospel in 
Britain. Thus The Menologies 
[Martyrologies] of the Greek 
Church state : 

"Aristobulus was one of the 
seventy disciples, and a follower 
of St. Paul the apostle, with whom 
he preached the Gospel to the 
whole world, and ministered to 
him. He was chosen by St. Paul 
to be the missionary bishop to the 
land of Britain, inhabited by a very 
warlike and fierce race, by whom 
he was often scourged and repeat-
edly dragged as a criminal through 
their towns. Yet he converted 
many of them to Christianity ; and 
after he had built churches and or-
dained deacons and priests for the 
island, he was there martyred." 

Still a third group of tradi-
tions cluster round the ancient 
abbey of Glastonbury which, ac-
cording to its earliest historian, 
William of Malmesbury, was 
founded by Joseph of Arimathea 
and eleven companions. The 
story tells that the twelve pion-
eers arrived in England some-
where about the middle of the 
first century and received, at the 
hands of King Arviragus, the 
island site now called Glaston-
bury, comprising twelve 
"ploughs" of land. Here was 
built a simple wattle structure, 
the first church building in the 
kingdom. From this centre they 
preached the Gospel to the sur-
rounding peoples and here all 
died and were buried. The 
charter of Ina says of Glaston-
bury : 

"This is the city which was the 
fountain and origin of Christ's 
religion in Britain, built by Christ's 
disciples." 

It is perhaps impossible now 
to separate truth from fiction in 
the hundreds of legends and 
stories which have been handed 
down through the centuries, but 
the fact that they have grown up 
must indicate a basis of truth 
upon which they could be built. 
That basis must be that in the 
very earliest days of the church 
some of those first Christians 
scattered abroad turned in the 
direction of these isles and suc-
ceeded in planting the Gospel in 
the hearts of some of its then 
heathen inhabitants. 

Robert Parsons, the Jesuit, to  

whose book, The Three Con- 
versions of England, we have 
previously referred, is con- 
strained to admit that : 

"It seems nearest the truth that 
the British church was originally 
planted by Grecian teachers such 
as came from the East."--Fol. .1, 
page 15. 

Soldier Missionaries 

Another avenue through which 
the Gospel entered Britain was 
undoubtedly the Roman military 
system. When Christianity was 
launched upon the world Britain 
.was perhaps the most talked-
about country in the empire, for 
the simple reason that it was put-
ting up the greatest resistance of 
any country to the Roman arms. 
Julius Csar's two invasions in 
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55 and 54 B.C. had carried him 
only as far as Verulam or St. 
Albans. There a treaty was con-
cluded, the Romans evacuated 
the land leaving not a soldier be-
hind, and did not set foot upon 
British soil for nearly a century. 
Thus in the middle of the first 
century Britain was the only in-
dependent nation in Western 
Europe. When, therefore, in the 
reign of Claudius Caesar, Rome 
determined to subjugate this one 
free race Britain became the cen-
tre of the military interests of 
the empire. 

It would be incredible there-
fore if its possibilities as a mis-
sion field had not aroused noble 
spirits in the early church to 
conquer it also for the cross. 

That the emissaries of the 
Gospel did succeed in penetrating 
ahead of and beyond the limits 
of the Roman operations is en-
dorsed by Tertullian's state-
ment : 

"The regions of Britain which 
have never been penetrated by the 
Roman arms have received the re-
ligion of Christ."—"Dei. Fidel," 
page 179. 

The Roman principle of trans-
porting the fighting men of con-
quered peoples to distant parts 
of the empire also facilitated the 
spread of the Gospel. British 
troops were deported to almost 
every land under Roman rule, 
while the troops used to garrison 
this country were drawn from 
Belgium, Gaul, Spain, Mace-
donia, Thrace, and many other 
parts. There were many Chris-
tians among these, and these sol-
dier-missionaries stationed all 
over the conquered territory con-
stituted a most important chan-
nel through which the Gospel 
was communicated to the native 
peoples. 

Christian Colonists 
Then there were the Roman 

colonists who flocked into the 
land in the wake of the conquer-
ing legions. London, as early as  

A.D. 53, had over 80,000 Roman 
citizens, and elsewhere over Ro-
man Britain there were other 
smaller settlements, each, no 
doubt, with its proportion of ad-
herents of the new faith, who 
would seek every opportunity to 
spread the message of the Gospel 
among the natives. 

Returned Captives Carry Gospel 
Thousands of military captives 

were taken to Rome by the vari-
ous Roman consuls who succes-
sively served in Britain. Most 
of these were ruthlessly given to 
the lions to provide sport on Ro-
man holidays, or forced to kill 
each other in gladiatorial com-
bat. But some were spared and 
came back to their native land 
after a longer or shorter sojourn 
in Rome. Might not some of 
these also have accepted the Gos-
pel during their captivity, for 
there was a considerable church 
there at this time, and carried it 

Chapter Two 

The Hope of the Fathers 

"You want to know what dif-
ference it makes?" said Mr. 
Summers. 

"Yes," replied Mr. Rogers; 
"Mr. Barker and I have been 
talking over things a little since 
you invited us to come and have 
a Bible study together. We can 
see some reasons why, perhaps, 
people ought to be giving more 
thought than they do to such 
matters, but we thought we 
would like you to tell us, before  

back with them on their return? 
The story is preserved that 

Caractacus, the noble British 
king who was treacherously be-
trayed into the hands of Rome 
and whose great speech before 
the Senate gained for him his 
life, was converted with his 
family during his seven years of 
"free custody" in the capital. 
And the church of St. Puden-
tiana in Rome is still pointed out 
as marking the site of the Gentile 
church established in the house-
hold of his daughter, who mar-
ried a Roman senator and re-
mained behind in Rome. 

In these ways, therefore, and 
not primarily through the mis-
sion of Augustine and his forty 
companions, was the Gospel 
planted and established in our 
land. 

(Next Time : "Persecuted Yet 
Triumphant.") 

we go into the question more 
deeply, why you think it matters 
whether we believe that the Lord 
is soon coming again or not." 

The three men were seated in 
Mr. Summers' parlour. Each 
had a Bible before him, and a 
concordance, with one or two 
other books, lay on the table. 
Mr. Summers was a young man, 
about the same age as Fred 
Rogers. He had always been 
fond of reading and study, and 
these tastes had been consider-
ably strengthened by the new in-
terest he had taken in the teach- 

Friendly Talks 
on 

Vital Topics 
By W. T. Bartlett 



was The Arch of Constantine the Great in Rome. Constantine 
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How the Gospel Came to Britain 
III. 	Persecuted Yet Triumphant 

By W. L. EMMERSON 

BRITAIN, of all the 
countries of western 
Europe, was least 
affected by the fierce 
persecution of the 
second and third 
centuries. 	While 
Christianity e 1 s e -
where in the empire 
was passing through 
the fires of affliction, 
in this country com-
parative peace 
reigned, and the 
church was able to 
multiply unhindered, 
until it had become 
almost a national institution. 

The last wave of persecution, 
however, at the beginning of the 
fourth century, did break with 
some intensity upon British 
shores. 

During the early years of Dio-
cletian Christianity had been tol-
erated and even honoured, and 
it looked as if the victory over 
paganism was at last complete. 
But Galerius, his son-in-law and 
emperor of the East, retained a 
bitter hatred of the Christians, 
and in the nineteenth year of 
Diocletian's reign, when the mon-
arch was becoming old and en-
f eebled, the younger man pre-
vailed upon him to issue an edict 
ordering the destruction of all 
Christian churches and the burn-
ing of all their religious books, 
as well as depriving professors 
of Christianity of all their rights 
and privileges as citizens of the 
empire. A second edict quickly 
following enjoining the imme-
diate imprisonment of all pas-
tors and officers of the Christian 
churches. 

In Syria under Galerius the  

decrees were 
savage ferocity, as also by Max-
imin in Italy and Consular 
Africa. In the areas under the 
direct influence of Diocletian the 
persecution was comparatively 
mild, while in the West, Constan-
tius, with his capital at York in 
Britain, was favourably disposed 
to the Christian faith, and pro-
bably would never himself have 
ordered the persecution to be 
carried out. Some of his pre-
fects, however, went ahead with-
out permission and many Chris-
tians suffered martyrdom at their 
hands. 

The First of the Martyrs 

The first and perhaps best 
known of British martyrs was 
Alban, who later became known 
as Saint Alban, and gave his 
name to the city where he died. 
It appears that a Christian pas-
tor, flying for safety, was given 
shelter by this Alban, then a 
young heathen soldier of Veru-
lam. Under the influence of the 
good man Alban embraced the 
faith, and, changing clothes with  

the pastor, made it 
possible for him to 
escape. Alban him-
self was arrested 
and brought before 
a military tribunal, 
before whom he 
nobly witnessed of 
his faith. He was 
sentenced to death 
and beheaded upon 
the slopes of the hill 
where now the 
cathedral of St. Al-
bans stands. 

After the perse- 
tion had been in 

for two years Dio-
cletian abdicated and Constan-
tius was able to restrain the per-
secutors in Britain and Gaul, but 
elsewhere it continued for eight 
more years. 

Though in this country the 
period of persecution was so 
short, British records state that 
over ten thousand believers were 
put to death. Prominent among 
these martyrs were Amphibalus, 
bishop of Llandaff, Aaron and 
Julius, presbyters of Caerleon, 
Socrates, archbishop of York, 
Stephen, archbishop of London, 
and the bishops of Carlisle and 
Glasgow. These names serve to 
indicate how widespread and 
well established the British 
church was at this time. 

The persecution under Diocle-
tian served only to inspire the 
Christians of Britain to nobler 
activity, and as soon as freedom 
was again conferred upon the 
church order was quickly res-
tored throughout the land. Gil-
das records that: 

"In less than ten years of the 
above persecution, and when the 

carried out with progress 
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bloody decrees began to fail in con-
sequence of the death of their 
authors, all Christ's young disci-
ples, after so long and wintry a 
night, began to see the general 
light of heaven. They rebuilt the 
churches which had been levelled 
with the ground, they founded, 
erected, and finished churches to 
the holy martyrs, and everywhere 
showed their ensigns as tokens of 
their victory. Festivals were cele-
brated and saints received with 
clean hearts and lips, and all the 
sons of the church rejoiced, as it 
were, in the fostering bosom of a 
Tn c t h e r."—"Ecclesiastical His-
tory" 1, 8. 

Constantine and the British Church 

It is not generally realized that 
Constantine the Great, who es-
tablished Christianity as the re-
ligion of the Roman Empire in 
the early fourth century, was the 
son of Constantius, the tolerant 
emperor of the West, and that 
he spent most of his early years 
in this country, under the influ-
ence of the British church. 

Sozomen, the historian, in his 
Ecclesiastical History, states : 
"It is well known that the Great 
Constantine received his Chris-
tian education in Britain." Book 
1, c. 5. And Melanchthon, the 
companion of Luther, declares 
that his mother, Helen, "was un-
questionably a British princess." 
—"Epistles," page 187. 

On the death of his father, 
Constantine was proclaimed em- 

peror of the West at York. Leav-
ing Britain he proceeded to Italy, 
where he defeated the persecu-
tor Maximin, and, in collabora-
tion with the new emperor of 
the East, Licinus, issued the cele-
brated Edict of Milan in A.D. 313. 
This decree gave full toleration 
to the Christian faith and or-
dered the immediate restoration 
of all churches confiscated or 
destroyed during the persecu-
tions. 

Licinus never became a Chris-
tian and on his return to the East 
began to persecute again. Con-
stantine, therefore, advanced 
against him, and finally became 
sole emperor and chief patron of 
Christ ianity throughout the 
world in A.D. 323. 

One of his earliest decrees 
read as follows : "We call God 
to witness, the Saviour of all 
men, that in assuming the gov-
ernment we are influenced solely 
by these two considerations—the 
unity of the empire in one faith, 
and the restoration of peace to a 
world rent to pieces by the in-
sanity of religious persecution." 

Unfortunately, as with so 
many others in later times, his 
zeal for building up the Chris-
tian religion led him to pursue 
the same methods as the pagans 
had used in their opposition to 
Christianity, for it was he who  

enacted the first regulation con-
cerning compulsory Sunday ob-
servance. 

The earliest councils of the 
church were convened by Con-
stantine to deal with the heresies 
which were arising in the church, 
and it was no doubt at his insti-
gation that representatives of the 
British church, so familiar to 
him, were invited. 

Early Organization 

During the Roman period the 
church in Britain seems to have 
been divided into three sections, 
co-ordinating with the Roman 
civil provinces, each being under 
the oversight of a territorial 
bishop or archbishop. Within 
these areas were local bishops or 
"chorepiscopi," who supervised 
the churches among the different 
tribes. 

The duties of a bishop are thus 
described by the Leabhar Brecc : 

"A bishop for every chief tribe 
for the ordination of clerics, for 
consecrating of churches, for 
spiritual direction of princes and 
superiors and the ordained, for 
hallowing and blessing children 
after their baptism, for regulating 
the work of every church, and for 
encouraging boys and girls to cul-
tivate reading and piety." 

And these bishops evidently 
did their work well, judging by 
the moral stamina of the church 
in later times when it came into 
conflict with the ambassadors of 
the papal See. 

Dotted over the country there 
were schools and colleges to 
which the youth came for educa-
tion, and from which went out 
leaders and teachers of the 
church and missionaries into un-
occupied areas. These schools are 
often described as "monasteries," 
but the term is unfortunate as 
they bore no resemblance to the 
later mediaeval institutions of 
that name. Of these schools we 
shall have more to say later. 

The picture we have of the 
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British church in the fifth cen-
tury of the Christian era is thus 
summarized by Gildas : 

"The church is spread over the 
nation, organized, endowed, hav-
ing sacred edifices and altars, the 
three orders of the ministry, mon-
astic institutions embracing people 
of all ranks and classes. . . . It  

had its own version of the Bible 
and its own ritual." 

In the days of peace before 
the empire was overwhelmed by 
the western barbarians the native 
British church, as we have seen, 
was in constant touch with the 
rest of the church, but it was not  

subject to any foreign jurisdic-
tion. It did not consult Rome or 
any other church as to its rites, 
discipline, or government, nor 
did it seek for the consecration 
of its archbishops and bishops by 
any outside dignitary. It ack-
knowledged no superior but God.  

(Next Time : "Into Regions Beyond.") 

Friendly Talks on Vital Topics 
By W. T. Bartlett 

Chapter Two—Continued 

The Hope of the Fathers 

"Do you suppose, Mr. Sum-
mers, that Abraham knew any-
thing of the second advent?" 
questioned Mr. Barker. 

"There is no definite statement 
that he did," was the reply. "But 
we know that he saw the day of 
Christ, and was glad, for the 
Saviour Himself tells us so. And 
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews 
informs us that Abraham be-
lieved in the resurrection from 
the dead, and looked for his in-
heritance in the renewed earth. 
and in the city whose Builder 
and Maker is God. He and his 
seed 'died in faith,' so they must 
have looked forward to the com-
ing of the Lord to bring them 
forth from the dust. The pro-
phecy of Enoch shows that Abra-
ham did not live too early to 
know anything of the second ad-
vent. Then Job, who probably 
lived not long after Abraham's 
time, spoke very definitely about 
it. Will you read us Job 19 : 25-
27, Mr. Rogers?" 

Mr. Rogers found the place, 
and read : "For I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that He 
shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth : and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God : 

In Mr. Summers' parlour. 

Whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another; though my reins be 
consumed within me." 

"Do you notice," asked Mr. 
Summers, "how clearly Job 
states his hope? It is a Re-
deemer Whom he expects to see, 
Who at the latter day shall stand 
upon the earth. That Redeemer 
is divine, even the Son of God ; 
and Job in that day will be 
clothed with renewed flesh, not-
withstanding his body has been 
dissolved in decay. How closely 
does Job's hope correspond with 
that expressed by the apostle  

Paul ! On another occasion the 
patriarch speaks of his own re-
surrection, and again his state-
ments are in close harmony with 
Christ's own teaching. You will 
read them in Job 14:14, 15 : `If 
a man die, shall he live again? 
all the days of my appointed time 
will I wait, till my change come. 
Thou shalt call, and I will an-
swer Thee : Thou wilt have a de-
sire to the work of Thy hands.' 
The Psalmist David also speaks 
of the same call. Will you read 
to us from Psalm fifty, verses 
three to five, Mr. Barker ?" 

Mr. Barker read with a sol-
emnity that deepened as he pro-
ceeded : "Our God shall come, 
and shall not keep silence : a fire 
shall devour before Him, and it 
shall be very tempestuous round 
about Him. He shall call to the 
heavens from above, and to the 
earth, that He may judge His 
people. Gather My saints to-
gether unto Me; those that have 
made a covenant with Me by sac-
rifice." "It sounds very ter-
rible," he remarked. 

"It is," answered Mr. Summers. 
"Far more so than any of us can 
conceive. It will be an awful 
thing to be numbered among the 
wicked in that day. No wonder 
they pray that the rocks may fall 
on them and hide them from the 
face of the Lamb, because the 

I 
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Rome Did NOT Convert Britain 
The Truth About the Beginning of Christianity in the British Isles 

PART IV.—How Ireland and Scotland Were Evangelized 

A Mine of Priceless Facts By 

W. L. EMMERSON 

Columba, the apostle of Scotland, and his companions setting sail on their 
missionary voyage 

WHEREVER the Gospel takes 
root in the hearts of men there 
is generated the missionary 
spirit. Those who have tasted 
of the riches of divine grace 
glow with desire to pass on their 
new-found joy to others still in 
ignorance of it. 

As soon, therefore, as Chris-
tianity became established in 
Britain, teachers began to go 
forth to those still in the dark-
ness of heathenism. 

Some crossed the narrow seas  

founded the Lotharingian 
church in Gaul, and then 
pushed on into Illyria, 
where he was martyred. 
The cathedral St. Cadval 
at Tarentum, in Italy, is 
named after a British mis-
sionary who is said to 
have established a church 
there in A.D. 170 ! 

From the fifth century 
the British church cared 
for their kinsmen in Brit-
tany, which for a long 
time was untouched by 
the Gallican church. Many 
of the place names there, 
such as St. Malo, St. 
Brieux, and St. Gildas, 
have perpetuated t h e 
memory of some of these 
early British missionary 
pioneers. 

The missionaries of the 
British church were evi-
dently appreciated i n 
those early days, for 
many were appointed to 
foreign sees. The founder 
bishop of Treves, Mar-
cellus, was a Briton. Cat-

aldus became a later bishop of 
Tarentum. Donatus of Lupiae 
in South Italy and another Dona-
tus, bishop of Fiesole in North 
Italy, were also of British origin. 

How Ireland Received the Gospel 

The most important mission-
ary endeavours of the early Brit-
ish church, however, were the 
evangelization of Ireland and 
Scotland. From Britain Ireland 
received the faith, and then from 

which separated Britain from the 
mainland of Europe and took up 
the uncompleted work there, 
founding missionary churches in 
many of the lands whither they 
travelled. 

As early as the end of the 
first century Beatus, a noble 
Briton, is said to have estab-
lished a mission at Undersevern 
on Lake Thun in Switzerland 
and founded the Helvetian 
church. Early in the second cen-
tury Mansuetus, also a Briton,Ireland the message of salvation 
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penetrated to the remotest re-
gions of Scotland and into the 
islands on the west and north of 
the mainland, until eventually the 
church was spread over the 
whole of the British Isles. The 
name which shines brightest 
among the pioneers of the Gos-
pel in Ireland is that of Sukkat 
or Patrick, who later became the 
patron saint of Erin's Isle. 

Prior, however, to the mission 
of Patrick there was an abortive 
mission from Rome. 

Coelestine, an Irishman living 
in Rome, brought Ireland to the 
notice of Coelestius, bishop of 
Rome, about the year A.D. 431. 
The latter commissioned Palla-
dius, archdeacon of St. Germain, 
to proceed to Ireland as its first 
bishop. Palladius landed in what 
is now County Wicklow, but op-
position was so strong that he 
was quickly expelled. Driven 
out to sea he followed the Brit-
ish coast as far as Kincardine-
shire in Scotland, where he 
landed only to meet further per-
secution which culminated in his 
martyrdom, probably at Fordun. 

One year after Palladius was 
driven from the Irish shores, 
Patrick landed in the north. 

Patrick was a Scottish boy, 
the son of a deacon and the 
grandson of a priest, born at 
Kilpatrick in Dumbartonshire 
somewhere about the year A.D. 

395. The Gospel had thus evi-
dently already penetrated and 
become established at least as 
far north in Scotland as this 
place. 

Conversion of Patrick 

At the age of sixteen he was 
taken captive, together with his 
sister and some thousands of his 
•countrymen, during an Irish raid, 
and was carried back to Antrim 
as a slave. For six years he 
toiled as a herd-boy in the ser-
vice of Milchu, son of the hea-
then king of North Dairaida. 
During this long time he forgot 
the religion of his parents, but 
at last, like the prodigal son in  

the parable, he was brought back, 
in his need, to God. 

He was "reformed by the 
Lord," he tells us in his Confes-
sion to the Irish People, and be-
came impressed that he was to 
be used of God to carry the Gos-
pel to others who knew it not. 

Soon after he succeeded in es-
caping from the land of his 
captivity and returned home to 
Scotland, only, however, to be 
captured again. He escaped 
again, and on reaching home the 
second time, there appeared to 
him in the night season a sound 
as of many voices from across 
the water calling : "We beseech 
thee, child of God, come and 
again walk among us." His 
friends and relatives sought to 
restrain him from this apparently 
mad enterprise, but obedient to 
what he regarded as a heavenly 
call, Patrick set off for the third 
time, now of his own free will, 
for the shores of Ireland, land-
ing, as we have said, just one 
year after Palladius had been ex-
pelled from the island. 

For thirty years Patrick 
preached Christ to the Irish peo-
ple, during which time he cov-
ered the whole land from County 
Down in the north to Tara in 
the south. His first convert, 
Benignus, b e c am e his co-
labourer, and after his death 
carried on the work as Elisha 
took up the work of Elijah his 
father in the faith. 

A True Gospel Missionary 

Patrick's methods were akin 
to those of modern Protestant-
ism. He preached Christ from 
the Scriptures with great power, 
pressing home conviction to in-
dividual hearts, not seeking 
merely the outward baptism of 
great masses of people which 
seemed to satisfy the mission-
aries of Rome. He preached in 
the language of the people, and 
invented an alphabet which he 
taught to the young that they 
might learn to read and under- 

stand the Word of God for 
themselves. 

Everywhere the Gospel was 
favourably received he estab-
lished schools, where the con-
verts were instructed in the faith, 
the most promising being trained 
to carry the Gospel into still re-
moter parts. 

Having spread the light of the 
Gospel over the whole of cen-
tral and southern Ireland he 
completed his evangelization of 
the land by the conversion of 
Ulster and the establishment of 
his northern centre at Druin-
sailech, the "hill of the willows." 
Around the church which he 
built there grew up the city of 
Armagh which, sad to say, in 
later times was captured by the 
papal church and became the 
seat of the Roman jurisdiction in 
Ireland. Well would it have 
been if the later bishops of 
Armagh had followed in the il-
lustrious steps of its founder. 

Columba, the Apostle of Scotland 

Among the noble young men 
attracted to the Gospel by the 
successors of Patrick and Ben-
ignus was Colum or Columba, 
whose father was Feidlimid, a 
member of a reigning family in 
Ireland, and his mother Eithne 
of Leinster, also the descendant 
of an illustrious provincial ruler. 
Born in A.D. 521 he grew up amid 
the hills of Donegal and was 
sent to be educated first in the 
schools of Finnian of Molville 
and then under Finnian of Clon-
ard, two of the most famous 
Christian teachers of the time. 
He became a deacon, and finally 
was ordained. At once he set out 
for the north, and on the shores 
of Loch Foyle established a 
"monastery" or Christian colony 
which grew into the city of Lon-
donderry. Another he founded 
at Durrow in King's County, 
and perhaps still more in other 
places. 

The Providence which years 
before had sent a Scottish youth 



6 	 PRESENT TRUTH 	 February 18, 1932 

with the message of salvation to 
the Irish people now impressed 
the Irish Columba with a bur-
den for the unentered regions of 
Scotland and in the year A.D. 563 
he set out with twelve compan-
ions to attempt this perilous en-
terprise. 

The missionaries landed at Hy 
or Iona, a rocky islet off the 
coast of Scotland, and estab-
lished there a church and mon-
astery. Two years later they 
crossed over to the Picts on the 
mainland. Following the lakes 
now forming the Caledonian 
Canal they reached the capital 
of Brude, one of the fierce 
northern kings, on the site of 
the present city of Inverness. 
Brude responded to the preach-
ing of the Gospel, became a 
Christian, and gave his aid to 
their further work. By A.D. 574 
they had covered the whole land 
as far north as Buchan in Aber-
deenshire and had erected 
churches and monasteries in 
many places. 

In their frail coracles they  

sailed out to the Hebrides, the 
Orkney and Shetland Isles, and 
even as far as Iceland. Hardly 
a rock is to be found in all these 
northern seas where there are 
not some remains indicating the 
visit of one or more of these 
intrepid pioneers. Well says 
Schaff in his History of the 
Christian Church: 

"We can form no adequate con-
ception of the self-denying zeal of 
these heroic missionaries of the 
extreme north, who, in a forbid-
cling climate and exposed to rob-
bers and wild beasts, devoted their 
lives to the conversion of savages." 
—"illcdiceval Christianity," 1, 67, 
scc. 18. 

Greater than Augustine 
The Rev. C. Hole pays a 

glowing tribute to the tireless 
energy of Columba and his zeal-
ous companions. "Columba," 
he says, "occupies in missionary 
history the entire generation pre- 
ceding the arrival of Augustine." 
Moreover, he adds, he "laboured 
much longer, in a much wider 
sphere, and personally with more 
success as well as prodigiously  

more romance than the first 
archbishop of Canterbury." 

And Montalembert says of the 
permanence of Columba's work 
at Iona : 

"Iona was for two centuries the 
nursery of bishops, the centre of 
education, the asylum of religious 
knowledge, the point of union 
among the British Isles, the capi-
tal and metropolis of the Celtic 
race." 

The vigorous missionary life 
of Columba was brought to a 
close on Sabbath, June 9, A.D. 
597. Active to the last he died, 
like Bede in later years, trans-
cribing a portion of the Scrip-
tures he loved so dearly. Reach-
ing the tenth verse of the thirty-
fourth Psalm, "They that seek 
the Lord shall not want any 
good thing," he laid aside his 
pen saying, "The next words, 
`Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me,' belong to my successor 
rather than to me," and there-
upon passed peacefully away. 
(Next Time: "Evil Days, and 
How Good Came Out of 

Them.") 

On the Brink of the Precipice 
(Continued from page 3.) 

Good men apply the brakes. They cry, "Peace, 
peace," but there is no peace. The car slides on. 
They call conferences and say, "Let us all dis-
arm," but their pleadings are ignored. Vision-
less men, blind to the approaching peril, retort, 
"We must protect ourselves," and proceed to 
make more guns, more battleships, more aero-
planes, more poison gas. So the brakes fail. 
The locked wheels only accentuate the terrors of 
the skid. 

Only a miracle can save anyone from the im-
pending wreck. 

Yet there is just one chance. 
The prophet Zephaniah points it out. 
"Before the day of the Lord's anger come 

upon you," he says, "seek ye the Lord, all ye 
meek of the earth, which have wrought His 
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness : it 
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's 
anger." Zeph. 2 :2, 3. 

A similar opportunity was once given to Nebu- 

chadnezzar when threatened with a visitation of 
divine displeasure, and it is surely applicable to-
day : "Wherefore, 0 king, let my counsel be ac-
ceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing 
mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of 
thy tranquillity." Dan. 4 :27. 

Nothing we can do is more important than to 
make our peace with God just now. The door 
of mercy is still ajar. The arms of Jesus are 
still outstretched to welcome us. His loving voice 
still pleads : "Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
But the time is short. 

If we heed His call, all will be well. His com-
ing will have no terrors for His own. They will 
say with eagerness : "Lo, this is our God ; we 
have waited for Him, and He will save us." 
Isa. 25 :9. 

And so as the world leaps the precipice angel 
arms will save us. As it hurtles to its doom we 
shall mount up with wings as eagles. 

It is just one chance in a thousand, but it is 
worth taking. 
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WITH the withdrawal of the 
Roman legions Britain fell upon 
evil days. The Picts and Scots 
in the north, no longer held in 
check, began periodically to 
ravage the northern part of the 
country. And from the East 
across the intervening sea came 
sea pirates who began systemati-
cally to plunder the towns and 
villages along the eastern coast. 

The Britons sought to play 
one enemy off against the other 
and invited some bands of bar-
barian Jutes, from what is now 
known as Jutland, to assist them 
against the Picts, promising them 
suitable rewards when the enemy 
were driven back. The invita-
tion proved fatal, for when the 
northern invaders had been de-
feated the Jutes turned their 
arms against the Britons them-
selves. After desperate fighting 
the Jutes, led by Hengist and 
Horsa, first occupied East Kent 
and then obtained possession of 
the rest of the country. Saxon 
war bands followed from the 
German coast ravaging the 
southern shores, whilst tribes of 
Angles landed on the north side 

of the Thames 
and along the 
eastern coast. 

With Flame and 
Sword 

In their pi o- 
cr t, ress the bru- 
tal barbarians 

destroyed all before the m. 
Homestead and church were 
alike given to the flames, pastors 
and people were both slain with 
impunity. Gildas sadly relates 
that, 

"All the husbandmen were 
routed, together with their bishops, 
priests, and people, while the sword 
gleamed and the flames crackled 
around on all sides. Lamentable 
to behold, in the midst of the 
streets lay the tops of lofty towers 
tumbled to the ground, stones of 
high walls, holy altars." 

Many of the Britons were 
taken captive and became slaves 
to the conquerors, while the rest 
retired westwards into the for-
est-guarded regions of Somerset, 
Devon, and Cornwall, into 
Wales, and northwards into 
Strathclyde (now Lancashire, 
Cumberland, Westmorland, and 
South Scotland). Some crossed 
over to Ireland and Brittany and 
settled there. 

Flight of British Church 

The three archbishops of 
Caerleon, London, and York re-
mained as long as they dared, 
but when in A.D. 586 they realized 
the situation to be hopeless they,  

too, fled with all their clergy into 
Wales. One hundred and 
eighteen bishops assembled at 
L l a n d d e w i Brefi, where the 
church was re-organized and 
centres established at Bangor, 
St. Asaph, St. Davids, Llanba-
darn, Llandaff, and Margam. 

The few churches in England 
which escaped the Saxon 
torches were converted into hea-
then temples and their altars 
polluted with pagan sacrifices. 

The only representatives of 
Christianity who remained in the 
country were the Christian Brit-
ons who had been enslaved. 

A New Vision 

The consequences of the 
Saxon invasion were not, how-
ever, wholly evil, for the mission-
ary zeal of the exiled British 
church now restricted in the 
home fields was diverted towards 
the pagans of Central Europe 
who had been hardly touched by 
the church of Italy, absorbed as 
it had been in its struggle for 
self-preservation against the bar-
barian invaders of the Roman 
Empire. The monastery of Iona 
led the way in this new field of 
evangelism, and for the next few 
centuries the Brito-Irish church 
became the greatest missionary 
force in Europe. Iona itself 
came to be known as the "Light 
of the Western World." 

The first company of twelve 
set out under the leadership of 

The First Clash 
With Rome 

PART V OF THE SERIES, 

"DID ROME CONVERT BRITAIN?" 

By' W. L. Emmerson 
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Columbanus in A.D. 585 and 
settled among the inhabitants of 
the Vosges Mountains in the 
south of France. 

First Conflict with Rome 

It was here that the British 
church first came into conflict 
with ecclesiastical Rome as dis-
tinct from the primitive and pure 
church established by the 
apostles. 

In the days of Constantine, it 
will be remembered the British 
bishops had been in close touch 
with the rest of the church and 
had met with representatives of 
East and West in the general 
councils of Arles and Nicwa. 
Soon after this, however, the 
barbarians from Asia swept 
down upon the decadent Empire 
and interposed themselves like a 
wedge across Central Europe, 
thus isolating Britain from the 
rest of the church. 

During this period the Roman 
branch of the church had exal-
ted itself largely by forged de-
cretals and political intrigue to 
the position of chief of all the 
churches, and at the same time 
had become sadly corrupted 
through pagan influence. When 
Columbanus and his co-labourers 
appeared on the scene most of 
the southern Continental 
churches had already submitted 
to the primacy of Rome. 

The difference between the 
teachings and practices of the 
British missionaries and those of 
the new Rome, and their refusal 
to acknowledge the leadership of 
the sovereign pontiff, quickly 
aroused the antagonism of the 
Roman bishops, who organized 
a conspiracy to expel them. 
When in addition Columbanus 
rebuked the crimes of King 
Theuderick II and the queen-
mother Brunhilda, which diplo-
macy had led the papal party to 
overlook, the conspirators gained 
the support of the court in their 
opposition, and Columbanus with  

Gall and others were compelled 
to move into Switzerland. There 
they worked successfully among 
the Suevi and the Alamanni. 
After a time they were driven 
from there also and took refuge 
in Italy, where they established 
the monastery of Bobbio in the 
Apennines. At this place Col-
umbanus died in A.D. 615. 

Ascendancy of Celtic Christianity 

Other companies of British 
missionaries carried the Gospel 
into Germany, Bavaria, and 
Thuringia, where many churches 
were founded. Five centres were 
established in the Netherlands, 
and others in France and else-
where. Bernard of Clairvaux 
compared the Irish missionaries 
on the Continent to a "flood" 
and Aldhelm declared that they 
came in "fleets." 	Walaf rid 
Strabo wrote that travel had be-
come second nature to them. 

So tremendous was the impact 

WOULD like to ask 
one question before we 
begin the study to-
night," said Mr. Bar-
ker, as he and Mr. 

Rodgers drew up to the table in 
Mr. Summer's sitting-room, after 
the latter had offered, a brief 
prayer that God would guide and 
bless them all in the search for 
truth. 

"Certainly," was the response. 
"It is this," said Mr. Barker : 

"I can feel the force of what you 
read to us and told us last week, 
and am convinced that we ought 
to be familiar with the truth con-
cerning the Saviour's second com-
ing, and give it a large place in 
our hearts, but I can't yet see how  

made by the British church as it 
burst upon Central and Western 
Europe that J. R. Green says : 

"For a time it seemed as if the 
course of the world's history was 
to be changed, as if the, older. Cel-
tic race, that Roman and; German 
had driven before them, had turned 
to the, moral, conquest of their con-
querors, as if Celtic and not Latin 
Christianity was to mould the des-
tinies of the churches of the West." 
—"Short History of the Christian 
Church," page 86. 

The native and independent 
British church is thus entitled, 
under God, not only to the credit 
for the evangelization of Ireland, 
Scotland, and the islands of the 
northern seas as far as Iceland, 
but also for giving the Gospel to 
a large part of Europe as well. 
Rome stepped in and usurped 
authority after the British mis-
sionaries had won the heathen 
tribes for Christ. 
(Next Time: "Did Rome Evan-

gelize the Saxons?") 

that doctrine is going to do Chris-
tians any more good than the old 
idea did, that they ought always 
to be prepared for death. What 
is the difference between being 
ready for the Lord's coming, and 
being ready for the hour of 
death ?" 

"That is a question that you will 
have to find the answer to in your 
own experience," replied Mr. Sum-
mers. "Hitherto you have, I doubt 
not, found help in remembering 
the shortness and uncertainty of 
human life, and in cultivating a 
state of preparedness for death ; 
but you have given no thought to 
the coming of the Lord, so you 
cannot tell how much more help-
ful it would have been if you had 

"The Blessed Hope" 
A FURTHER FASCINATING INSTALMENT OF 

"FRIENDLY TALKS ON VITAL TOPICS" 

By IV. T Bartlett 
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Did Rome Convert the Saxons ? 
Facts You Should Know 

About the History of 
Christianity in Britain 

ID Newtonian Illustrated-Press Service 

Augustine's interview with King Ethelbert. 

IT was during the period of 
Saxon settlement and the diver-
sion of British missionary zeal 
to the Continent that the ambi-
tious bishops of the Roman 
church first gave serious atten-
tion to Britain. 

We have already mentioned 
the story of Gregory and his im-
pulse to carry the Gospel to the 
pagan tribes in Britain. It is 
very probable, however, that he 
was interested still more in the 
independent Celtic church of 
which he had become well ac-
quainted. That he intended its 
union and subservience to the 
Papal See is clearly indicated 
in his commission to Augustine. 

"As to the bishops of the Brit-
ish Isles," he said, "we commit 
them all to you, brother, that the 
ignorant may be taught, the weak 
in the faith strengthened by your 
word, and the disobedient corrected 
by your authority." 

The opportunity to enter  

Britain came through contact 
with the Saxons of Kent. Ethel-
bert the king had married Ber-
tha, the Christian daughter of 
King Charibert of the Franks. 
She took over to Kent with her 
a Christian bishop, and Ethel-
bert gave to them a ruined Brito-
Christian church in Canterbury 
in which to worship. Gregory 
recognized in this union a lever 
which could profitably be used 
to extend his influence and en-
tered into correspondence with 
the king. Ethelbert, on his part, 
no doubt welcomed the ap-
proaches of Gregory as a politi-
cal move to reinforce and con-
firm his own usurpation. The 
outcome was the dispatch of 
Augustine with his forty monks 
and their landing in A.D. 597 
on the Isle of Thanet at pre-
cisely the same spot where Hen-
gist and Horsa had set their feet. 

Ethelbert listened to the 
preaching of Augustine and on 

By W. L. EMMERSON 

June 2nd was baptized. Soon 
after the Witena or parliament 
officially accepted the new faith, 
and on Christmas Day nearly 
ten thousand of his subjects were 
immersed in the Swale, two and 
two performing the ordinance 
upon each other at Augustine's 
command. 

Augustine's Methods 

The wholesale methods of 
Augustine are in striking con-
trast to the work of individual 
conversion carried on by the mis-
sionaries of the British church, 
and the Christianity he gave to 
the Saxons was consequently but 
a caricature of the true. The 
customs of the heathen were re-
tained as far as possible, their 
significance merely being changed 
to Christian objects. Idol tem-
ples were purified with holy 
water, and dedicated as Christian 
churches. The heathen festivals 
were renamed as Christian 
saints' days, and the animal sac-
rifices were offered as before but 
to the true God instead of to 
heathen deities. This policy of 
compromise accounts for the oc-
currence of the names of Saxon 
deities in the names of the days 
of our week, Tuesco (Tuesday), 
W o d en (Wednesday), Thor 
(Thursday), Frico (Friday), and 
in the names of some Christian 
festivals, as Eostre (Easter). 

The little interest they took in 
instructing the Saxons in the 
truths of the Gospel is further 
shown by the fact that seventy 
years after the landing of 

II 

A 

• 

, 
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Augustine, not one of the Roman 
missionaries could speak the na-
tive language ! 

British Church Refuses to Submit 

As soon as Augustine had 
firmly established himself in 
Kent he set about the second 
phase of his mission, the subjec-
tion of the native British church. 
Messages were dispatched to the 
British bishops inviting them to 

11/ 

	

	
meet him in conference at a 
place in Worcester which became 
known in later years as Augus-
tine's Oak. 

In A.D. 603 six bishops 
and the abbot of Bangor 
under the leadership of 
the archbishop of Caer- 

• leon, then the principal 
ecclesiastical authority of 
the native church, met 
him at the appointed 
place. Augustine laid be-
fore them his proposal 
that they should acknowl-
edge the Pope as their 
spiritual head and submit 
to him as his representative in 
all things. The British bishops 
were astounded at such a 
haughty demand and it was met, 
naturally, by a very decided re-
fusal. They stated in their reply : 

"Be it known and declared that 
we all, individually and collectively, 
are in all humility prepared to de-
fer to the Church of God and to 
the Bishop of Rome, and to every 
sincere and godly Christian, so far 
as to live everyone according to 
his degree, in perfect charity, and 
to assist them all by word and in 
deed in being the children of God. 
But as for any other obedience, we 
know of none that he whom you 
term the Pope, or Bishop of 
Bishops, can demand. The defer-
ences we have mentioned we are 
ready to pay him, as to every other 
Christian, but in all other respects 
our obedience is due to the juris-
diction of the Bishop of Caerleon, 
who is alone, under God, our ruler 
to keep us right in the way of sal-
vation."—Hengwrt MSS., Cotton-
ian Library (British Museum). 

Augustine pressed his case with  

entreaties and exhortations, and 
then with threats, but the bishops 
were immovable. So Augustine 
lowered his demands. "If you 
will obey me in these three 
things : in the time of observing 
Easter, in administering baptism 
according to the form of the 
Holy Roman Apostolic Church, 
and in preaching God's Word to 
the English jointly with us, all 

© Newtonian Illustrated-Press Service 
Aidan preaching in Northumbria. 

your other practices we shall 
strive to tolerate, however con-
trary they be to us." 

But the British bishops, in-
censed by his pride and arrogant 
assumption, replied, "We will do 
none of these things, neither will 
we have you for our archbishop." 

Augustine was furious. "Since 
you will not have peace with 
brethren," he cried, "you shall 
have war with enemies." Not 
long afterwards a great mas-
sacre occurred at the college of 
Bangor-Iscoed in North Wales, 
as a result of the sudden incur-
sion of the Northumbrians 
under Ethelf rid. This is al-
leged by Bede, the English 
Catholic historian, to be a fulfil-
ment of Augustine's divinely in-
spired prophecy. It did not. how- 

ever, induce the submission of 
the British church; if anything, 
their resistance was intensified. 

Retiring to Kent Augustine 
was soon superseded by Lauren-
tius, who made another attempt 
to negotiate with the British and 
Irish bishops, but succeeded only 
in making the relations more 
bitter. 

Had Gregory come over him-
self to England, as he had orig-
inally planned, the church might 
much earlier have been subdued, 

but it was perhaps in the 
providence of God that 
t h e tactless Augustine 
was sent, in order that 
the light of the Gospel 
should not be entirely ex-
tinguished by Rome. For 
the British church had 
yet a great work to do. 

An Abortive Mission 

T h e Roman mission 
had still extended no far-
ther than Kent and after 
the death of Ethelbert 

the church began to decline even 
there. A revival seemed to be 
coming when Ethelbert's Chris-
tian daughter married Edwin of 
Northumbria and with her chap-
lain Paulinus succeeded in win-
ning over the Witena or parlia-
ment of Northumbria to Roman 
Christianity. It was, however, 
but short-lived, for in seeking to 
subdue Penda, the rebellious king 
of the Mercians, the champion 
of Christianity was slain and 
paganism re-asserted it self. 
Paulinus fled from York. Mel-
litus was driven out of London 
and with Justus fltd to Gaul, 
while Laurentius alone remained 
in Canterbury. 

The Roman mission had woe-
fully failed, and only among the 
people of Kent did it maintain a 
precarious existence. 

British Church Takes Up the Task 

Rome's failure now became 
Britain's opportunity. The re-

(Continued on page 10.) 
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waters receded again ! The great 
Himalayas appear out of the 
deep ! The crests of the Andes 
are lifted out of the waters ! 
The Alps and the Rockies and 
Pyrenees appear ! Over the cliffs 
of the rising land the waters 
pour back like the falls of a 
mighty Niagara. 

And what a wind was that 
which "dried the earth !" A 
hurricane from God, which 
hurled reluctant waters to their 
decreed resting place ! Which 
finished the work of burial be-
gun by the flooding of the earth, 
and carried on by the receding 
of the oceans. 

What a sight of devastation 
greeted the eyes of the weary 
voyagers as they stepped out of 
the great ship which had been 
their home, and descended to the 
lowlands ! 

Miles and miles of beds of 
mud and pebbles and sand strewn 
on earth's surface ! Ocean's 
chalky bed left high as the hills ! 
White cliffs which told the re-
cord of the flood for ever. 

Boulders and rocks lay scat-
tered abroad far from the parent 
stone from which they had been 
wrenched ! Jagged .  mountain 
peaks, yawning chasms, moun-
tains piled on forests, moun-
tains turned on end, forests deep 
below earth's surface—what a 
wreck of a world ! 

A Buried Civilization 

The old world had gone ! 
Tubal-Cain and his empire were 
buried in earth's depths. Jubal 
and his musicians—seek them 
deep down under the ocean's 
bed ! 

The old climate had gone ! The 
cold of the Arctic now reigned 
over countries where warm, 
balmy breezes had once blown. 
Mammoth animals of climes once 
warm and pleasant were frozen 
fast in solid ice. 

The Garden of Youth? Men 
sought it for years, perchance—
but it was gone ! The cheru- 

bim were gone. And sorrow of 
sorrows !—the Tree of Eternal 
Youth was gone ! 

Think ! Never since that day 
has this old earth seen the Gar-
den of Eternal Youth nor the 
Tree in the midst of the Garden ! 

Will it ever appear again? 

(Next Time: "Is This Strange 
Story Truer) 

-•••• 

Did Rome Convert the 
Saxons? 

(Continued from page 7.) 
fusal of British bishops to co-
operate with the Roman mission 
had not been because of any 
neglect of mission work, for we 
have already seen that the pro-
pagation of the Gospel was the 
one great task to which the 
church in Britain had set itself. 
It was simply because they did 
not feel free to co-operate with 
a church with which they had 
so little in common. When, how-
ever, the emissaries of Rome left 
the field in despair the British 
church stepped into the breach 
and accomplished what they had 
failed to do. 

It happened that after the 
death of Ethelfrid of Northum-
bria, a period of turmoil fol-
lowed, and the king's sons found 
refuge in Iona. Oswald sincerely 
embraced Christianity and on the 
death of Edwin returned to 
Northumbria. Having recovered 
the throne, he immediately invi-
ted the Columbans to send a 
teacher to instruct his people in 
the faith. 

The first missionary soon be-
came discouraged by the bigoted 
and untractable nature of the 
pagans and returned. 

Aidan, the Apostle to England 

The saintly Aidan was next 
dispatched together with a num-
ber of helpers. The mission 
settled in the island of Lindis-
farne in A.D. 635, erecting there  

a church and school to which the 
Northumbrian youth were soon 
attracted in large numbers. From 
this centre the followers of 
Aidan went forth from village to 
village and from house to house 
between the Humber and the 
Forth, preaching, teaching, and 
establishing churches and schools 
on land donated to them by the 
good king Oswald. Even Bede, 
himself a Roman Catholic, ad-
mits that by Aidan and his suc-
cessors "was all northern Eng-
land recovered from paganism." 

From the school at Lindis-
farne missionaries also went out 
to other sections of England to 
spread the Gospel of Christ. 
Cedd went with three followers 
to Mid-Anglia, and later led a 
mission to the East Saxons over 
whom he was consecrated bishop 
by Finan thirty-eight years after 
the expulsion of the previous Ro-
man bishop, Mellitus. Another 
scholar, Chad or 2Eadda, became 
the apostle to the Mercians of 
the Midlands, who had hitherto 
withstood all attempts at con-
version. 

Hilda, the grandniece of Ed-
win, had been baptized with him 
at the age of thirteen, and when 
Christianity was re-organized in 
Northumbria was instructed by 
Aidan. From Lindisfarne she 
went to Whitby, where she or-
ganized a monastery, whence 
there went forth the principal 
clergy and bishops of the pro-
vince of York. She also in-
structed Caedmon, the first poet 
and paraphraser of Scripture in 
the Saxon tongue. 

Aidan and his followers were 
supported in their efforts by 
other missionaries from Ireland. 
Diuma and Ceollach went to the 
Mercians, Fursa went to the 
East Anglians of Suffolk, and 
another Irish missionary went 
among the pagan South Saxons 
of Sussex, the last mentioned, 

(Continued on page 15.) 
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like. Which do you want?" 
"I should like them both, but 

I can't do that. I know Mummy 
loves kittens, and I shall he able 
to give her a present after all ! 
May I have this one with the 
white spot under its chin?" 

Maisie thanked the man, 
gathered up her flowers and, 

My dear girls and boys, 
LISTEN awhile, for I have a 

little story to tell you. 
A diamond miner at Gong 

Gong, near Kimberley in South 
Africa, had worked for eighteen 
long months in vain. Day after 
day passed by with nothing to 
show for all his hard toil. Slowly 
but steadily his savings disap-
peared, until he had but a few 
shillings left. 

Then, one day, he came upon 
a magnificent diamond weighing 
202 carats ! 

His ceaseless toil and perse-
verance were at last rewarded. 
Imagine his joy at the discovery ! 

He might have giver up try-
ing the day before—but he had 
kept on hoping, and kept on 
working, until the prize was his. 

Is there one of you who has 
been working and trying so hard 
with apparently nothing to show 
for it? Perhaps you have plod-
ded day after day through your 
school lessons, without having 
yet gained the mark you desired, 
or the position in your form that 
you longed for. Or, maybe, it is 
that naughty little imp called 
Temper, Selfishness, or Thought-
lessness which you are fighting 
so hard against without seeming 
to make any headway. 

Think of the diamond of 
Gong Gong, children dear, and 
take courage. Jesus will help you 
in all you do and reward your 
perseverance if you will just ask 
Him. He watches your endea- 

hugging the kitten in her arms, 
ran home as fast as she could 
go. 

Harry and Vera were in the 
garden looking for her. 

"Where have you b e e n? 
What have you got?" they cried. 

"Mummy's present," panted 
Maisie, "isn't it sweet?" 

yours to be better and truer little 
"Sunbeams" for Him, radiating 
the spirit of joy and gladness all 
around you; and He rejoices 
with His angels at each little 
fault overcome, each hard lesson 
mastered as the days pass by. 
We shall have our reward when 
we see His face smiling with 
loving tenderness on the children 
He holds so dear. Let us al-
ways remember that He is by our 
side—a true and strong Friend. 

Now for the competition this 
time ! I want you to draw a pic-
ture of either of these three Bi-
ble scenes : 

1. Daniel in the lions' den. 
2. Joseph being taken from the 

pit. 
3. Jesus feeding the multi-

tudes. 
Draw the picture as well and 

as neatly as you can with ink or 
pencil. Maybe I shall discover 
an artist among our band whose 
picture will be so good that it 
will be given a place in a future 
issue of PRESENT TRUTH ! 

You may copy the picture 
from a book if you wish, but 
tracing is not permissible. Send 
your attempts to me by March 
24th, addressed to Competition 
Corner, PRESENT TRUTH, Stan-
borough Park, Watford, Herts. 
Do not forget to enclose your 
full name, age, and address. 

Good-bye until next time, chil-
dren, 

Yours affectionately, 
NORAH E. WALLIS. 

Results of Story Competition 
No. 1 

Prise-winner.—Hazel May Goodall, 20 
Formans Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham. 

Honourable mention.—John Thompson 
(Workington);  Alfred Kelly (Badminton);  
Mary Tombs (Glyn Neath); Peggy Jones 
(Port Talbot);  Ruth Wallis (Weymouth);  
Sybil Yeates (London); John Owen (Aber-
dare); Patsie Wallis (Weymouth). 

Those who tried hard.—Dorothy Allen 
(London); Chrissie Ainsworth (Blackburn);  
Evelyn Hooton (Wellingborough); Kath-
leen Kelly (Badminton); Lorna Kneller 
(Wigan);  Phyllis Morgan (Cardiff);  Cyril 
Phillips (Bristol);  Rosina Pursey (Port 
Talbot);  Dorothy Reeder (Norwich);  Grace 
Ricketts (London);  Lily Sewter (Gt. Yar-
mouth);  Sybil Slade (Southampton);  
Clifford Veal (Bristol); Ivene Warran 
(Bromley). 

- -0- 

Did Rome Convert the 
Saxons ? 

(Continued from page 10.) 
however, not having much suc-
cess. 

Thus by about A.D. 660 the 
whole of Saxon England, except 
Sussex, had been united with the 
fold of Christ. But the work had 
been accomplished by the mis-
sionaries of the British and Irish 
churches and not by those of 
Rome. Actually outside Canter-
bury there was only one bishop 
of the Roman communion in 
England, namely Wina of Win-
chester, and he later deserted his 
party or was deposed. 

We may, therefore, very truth-
fully say with Bishop Lightfoot, 
that, "Not Augustine but Aidan 
is the true apostle of Eng-
land." 
(Next Time : "How Britain Pre-

served the Ancient Faith.") 
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How Britain 
Preserved 
the Ancient 
Faith 

PART VII OF "HOW THE GOSPEL CAME 
TO BRITAIN" 

By W. L. Emmerson 
Newtonian Illustrated-Press Service 

The saintly Columba was a Bible Christian and his great 
instrument of conversion was the Word of God. 

THE conflict which arose when 
the native British church came 
into contact with the Latin 
church of Rome on the Contin-
ent and in this country leads us 
to inquire in what way the two 
differed from each other. 

We know that they disagreed 
as to the primacy of the Bishop 
of Rome. We know also that 
they must have differed in doc-
trine and practice, for the Brit-
ish missionaries were everywhere 
denounced as heretics and false 
teachers. But seeing that in the 
Roman church the accretions of • heathenism and pagan philoso-
phy had well-nigh obscured the 
fundamentals of the Gospel, we 
may well ask whether British 
teaching was really heretical, or 
whether it was not rather the 
ancient faith, preserved through 
the centuries in an out-of-the-
way corner of Europe, coming 
into contact with the so-called 
Christianity o f an apostate 
church. 

Our information on this ques-
tion is unfortunately very frag-
mentary, first, because of the 
vandalism of the pagan Angles 
and Saxons who, as we have 
seen, carried fire and sword 
through the land, destroying 
everything in their path; and  

secondly, because of the perti-
nacity with which the later Rom-
ish usurpers destroyed every 
remnant they could find of the 
Celtic church. 

Yet in spite of all the obstacles 
to preservation some documents 
have come down to us, which 
indicate that the early British 
church did shine forth with a 
purity and a piety in striking 
contrast to the errors, the super-
stitions, and the idolatry of 
Rome. 

The Bible Only 

B ritish Christianity was 
founded not upon the word of 
the priests and the writings of 
the Fathers, but upon the Word 
of the living God. 

We have already mentioned 
the statement of Chrysostom in 
A.D. 402 that, 

"Though thou shouldest go to the 
ocean, to the British Isles, there 
thou shouldest hear all men every-
where discoursing matters out of 
the Scriptures." 

Patrick carried the Scriptures 
to the Irish people and preached 
Christ mightily to individual 
hearts. His Confession abounds 
in scriptural references. Some 
Roman Catholic authorities have 
claimed that he taught many of 
the modern doctrines of Rome,  

but this is contradicted by his 
extant writings. He everywhere 
appealed to Scripture as the only 
ground and test of Christian 
doctrine. Never does he refer 
to tradition as a source of 
authority. 

In a hymn composed when 
about to appear before the chiefs 
of Tarah, the oldest piece of 
Irish literature in existence, he 
prays : 

"At Temur to-day may the 
strength of God support me, may 
the power of God preserve me, 
may the wisdom of God instruct 
me, may the Word of God render 
me eloquent." 

And again : 

"Christ be with me, Christ before 
me, Christ after me, Christ in me, 
Christ my right, Christ my left, 
Christ in the heart of every one I 
speak to, Christ in every mouth . 
that speaks to me, Christ in every 
ear that hears me." 

There is no appeal to Mary, 
to angels, or to departed saints, 
but to the power of God alone. 

Patrick did not teach the doc-
trine of purgatory which is so 
fundamental a part of Roman 
doctrine. And celibacy found 
no place in his gospel for, as we 
know, he himself was the son of 
a deacon and the grandson of a 
priest. Nor did auricular con-
fession and papal infallibility 
form any part of his creed. 
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Columba a Bible Christian 

Columba, the apostle of Scot-
land, was also a Bible Christian. 
Writing on one occasion respect-
ing the doctrine of the trinity 
he laid down very definitely the 
principle : 

"Except what has been declared 
by the law, the prophets, the evan-
gelists, and apostles, a profound 
silence ought to be observed by 
all others on the subject of the 
trinity."—Lib. 

Adamnan, his ninth successor 
at Iona, says that his preaching 
and his great instrument of con-
version was the Word of God. 

At his death, which is de-
scribed in detail by Adamnan, 
there was no thought of extreme 
unction or of absolution, "no 
crucifix held up to his eyes, no 
masses said, no fear of purga-
torial fires; but on his part, per-
fect peace, and on theirs [his 
friends] resignation and thanks-
giving." 

Writing of the piety of the 
early Scottish Christians, G. 
Grub, in his Ecclesiastical His-
tory of Scotland, says: 

"The reverence in which they 
held the sacred volume, the atten-
tion with which they studied its 
pages and the diligence and fer-
vour with which they strove to 
conform their lives to its precepts 
are well known. . .. The Bible was 
their daily study and constant 
meditation, and it was their busi-
ness and delight to impart its 
sacred treasures to all who came to 

• them for instruction." 

What Rome Denounced as Heresy 

The records we have of Ro-
man opposition to the British 
missionaries in Europe testify 
to the biblical character of their 
teachings in contrast with the 
traditional authority of Rome. 

Columbanus, the first of the 
pioneers who went out from 
Iona to spread the Gospel on the 
Continent, when asked who he 
and his companions were, re-
plied : 

"We are Irish dwelling at the  

very ends of the earth. We be 
men who receive naught but the 
doctrine of the evangelists and 
apostles. The catholic faith, as it 
was first delivered by the succes-
sors of the holy apostles, is main-
tained among us with unchanged 
fidelity." 

When taken to task by Pope 
Gregory for refusing to accept 
the authority of the church, he 
closed his reply with the words : 

"And now, if as I hear, you are 
prepared to give me this answer, 
that what is established by the 
authority of antiquity cannot be al-
tered—certainly error can lay 
claim to antiquity, but the truth 
which condemns it is always of 
higher antiquity still." 

The tradition of the church, if 
contrary to the teaching of the 
Word, commanded no respect in 
the mind and heart of the zeal-
ous Columbanus. 

Bonif ace, the Roman mission-
ary to Bavaria and Central 
Europe in the early eighth cen-
tury, denounced the British mis-
sionaries as f al se prophets, 
seducers of the people, idolaters, 
and adulterers. But when the 
list of concrete charges against 
one of them, Clement the Scot, 
are examined they are found to 
be his belief in the sole authority 
of Scripture, the freedom of the 
church, and the right to marry. 
If these were heresy and false 
doctrine what was Rome's con-
ception of truth? 

A Catholic Admission 

Bede bears testimony to the 
pure, spiritual character of the 
early British church and con-
trasts it with shame and reluc-
tance with the Roman commu-
nion to which he belonged. He 
states that while Asia, Africa, 
and Europe were overrun with 
false doctrines the church in 
Britain grew up and covered the 
whole nation untrammelled for 
four centuries by any root of 
bitterness. Surely a splendid 
tribute to the deep and faith- 

fully-laid foundations of the 
master-builders. 

It may be said that Pelagius, 
the originator of the Pelagian 
controversy which raged 
throughout Western Europe for 
many centuries, was a Briton, 
but it should also be noted that 
he held no heretical views until 
after he had left this country. 
And it was because of his beauti-
ful Christian character that his 
views gained such a hold. When 
the Pelagian heresy was brought 
to England it was strenuously 
combated by the British church. 

Early British Church Observed 
Seventh-Day Sabbath 

There are a number of evi-
dences which indicate that the 
church in Britain for centuries 
observed the seventh-day Sab-
bath of the early church and not 
the first day of the week as en-
forced by Rome. The account of 
the death of Columba indicates 
that he knew and observed the 
true Sabbath, for among his last 
words to Diermit his disciple on 
Saturday, the ninth of June, he 
said : 

"This day is called the Sabbath, 
that is the day of rest, and such 
will it truly be to me; for it will 
put an end to my labours."—
Butler's "Lives of the Saints," 
Article, "St. Columba." 

Andrew Lang attests the fact 
that the Celtic church held fast 
to the Sabbath of Jehovah: 

"They worked," he says, "on 
Sunday, but kept Saturday in a 
sabbatical manner."—"History of 
Scotland," I, 96. 

And it was not until the time 
of the Catholic queen, Margaret, 
in the eleventh century, that this 
practice was uprooted and the 
Scottish church brought into 
complete uniformity to Rome. 

W. T. Skene finds traces in the 
early church of Ireland also of 
the observance of the seventh 
day as the Sabbath. 

We should not, of course, 
form a right idea of the Christi-

(Continued on page 13.) 
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With the clash of arms and the 
bugle's call, 

But he came instead with a stealthy 
tread, 

Which she did not hear at all. 
"She had dreamed how the gaze 

of his strange, bold eye, 
Would wake her heart to a sud-

den glow; 
But she found in his face the 

familiar grace 
Of a friend she used to know. 

"She had dreamed how his coming 
would stir her soul 

As the ocean is stirred by the 
wild storm's strife, 

But he brought her the balm of a 
heavenly calm, 	[life." 

And a peace which crowned her 

Nor are these the only ones. 
Indeed, I can think of scarce 
anyone whose life is working out *he way he or she planned and 
dreamed, for with nearly all of 
us the Lord wills otherwise. But 
even as Saul went out to look for 
the straying asses and found a 
kingdom instead, so the Lord 
blesses us if we will but wait 
upon Him awhile and try to dis-
cern the lovingkindness in His 
dealings. The disciples looked 
for Jesus to set up His kingdom 
here on earth, but He disap-
pointed them that He might give 
them heaven for their dwelling-
place instead. It is for us, 
Friend o' Mine, to believe that 
our disappointments, too, are but 
the earnest of just such incom-
parable blessings. 

411. 	.411. 

God's Messengers 
"Now, as in Christ's day, the 

work of God's kingdom lies not 
with those who are clamouring 
for recognition and support by 
earthly rulers and human laws, 
but with those who are declar-
ing to the people in His name 
those spiritual truths that will 
work in the receivers the experi-
ence of Paul: 'I am crucified 
with Christ : nevertheless I live ; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.' Then they will labour as 
did Paul for the benefit of men. 
He said, 'Now then we are am- 

bassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us; we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God.' " 

Immortality

-0- 

(Continued from page 7.) 
"second Timothy, first chapter, 
tenth verse," and he proceeded to 
read it : "Who [our Saviour Jesus 
Christ] hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel." 

"That," remarked Mr. Summers, 
"simply confirms all we have read. 
If immortality were a natural 
possession of humanity, it would 
not have to be brought to light 
through the Gospel. But, as a 
matter of fact, man's one hope of 
immortality is presented to him in 
the Gospel. That teaches him how 
to seek for it, and promises to 
bestow it at the second coming of 
Christ. Mr. Barker, you have been 
studying this question also, did you 
get any additional texts?" 

"No," was the answer. "You 
have gone through all the instances 
I could find where immortality is 
spoken of. I found that the word 
`soul' occurred several hundred 
times, but I did not notice any text 
in my concordance that associated 
with the word 'sour the idea of 
immortality. Like Mr. Rogers, I 
was greatly surprised not to find 
any text that clearly taught the 
immortality of the soul, which I 
had always regarded as one of the 
fundamental doctrines of Christi-
anity. So I mentioned the subject 
to our minister on Sunday, after 
the Bible class, and asked him 
what was the authority for the 
doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul, and could he give me some 
texts that would prove it." 

"And what did he.say?" eagerly 
queried Mr. Rogers. 

"He said that the doctrine was 
not absolutely stated in the Bible, 
but was clearly inferred from the 
general tenor of the Scriptures. He 
said it had always been held by 
the church, and was not questioned 
by thinking men." 

"Did he give you any texts from 
which the immortality of the soul 
could be inferred?" asked Mr. 
Summers. 

"Yes," was the reply, "he re-
ferred me to several passages, 
among them the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus. If you can, 
I wish you would explain that  

parable, as it does not seem to 
harmonize at all with what you 
have been giving us." 
(Does the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus teach the con- 
scious existence of the dead?' 

Read the next instalment.) 

-4. -0- -41- 

How Britain Preserved the 
Ancient Faith 

(Continued from page 6.) 
anity of Britain in these early 
days if we were to imagine that 
it was the absolutely pure and 
unadulterated doctrine of the 
apostles. Although Britain had 
been preserved through the years 
from the later grievous errors 
which had grown up in the Ro-
man church it had its share of 
the errors which had crept into 
the church in the earliest days, 
before the barbarian invasions 
had isolated Britain from the 
rest of Christendom. Thus they 
had come to regard the table of 
the Lord as an altar and the 
communion as a sacrifice in 
which there was inherent merit, 
though they had no defined doc-
trine concerning it, and they ad-
hered to the biblical practice of 
taking both of the bread and the 
wine, not withholding the latter 
from laymen as in Roman ritual. 
The pastors of the church were 
wrongly looked upon as priests, 
and they themselves adopted the 
unscriptural practice of shaving 
their heads. But this was not 
in the approved Roman style, as 
is shown by Augustine's demand 
that the British bishops should 
modify their tonsure to conform 
with the requirements of the 
Latin church. 

Yet allowing for these and 
other errors which had crept 
very early into Christian belief 
the British church was free from 
all the ecclesiasticism of Rome 
and steadily adhered, as best 
they knew, to the principle of the 
Bible and the Bible only as the 
only source of doctrine and 
authority. 

(To be continued.) 
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Ruins of the Christian colony at Iona which for two ce nturies was the centre of education in Western Europe. 

i 

4 

How Britain Preserved the Ancient Faith 
A FURTHER INSTALMENT OF "HOW THE GOSPEL CAME TO BRITAIN" 

WE saw in our last article how 
the Roman church had raised 
tradition to the level of, or even 
above, the Scriptures as a source 
of doctrine and authority, while 
the early British church still ad-
hered to the Word of God as the 
full and sufficient rule of faith 
and life. 

Giving the Bible to the Common 
People 

A further contrast between the 
two churches is manifest in their 
respective attitudes to the dis-
semination of the written Word. 
Rome maintained its hold upon 
the common people by withhold-
ing the Bible from them and 
making them dependent entirely 
upon the priests for a knowledge 
of the way of salvation, a 
method which also enabled them 
to add to or detract from the 

By W. L. Emmerson 

Word without fear of contradic-
tion. 

The leaders of the British 
church, on the other hand, be-
lieved that the Bible should be 
available in the language of the 
people so that all might read for 
themselves the Word of life. As 
early as the fourth century, 
Chrysostom tells us that the 
British church had its own ver-
sion of the Scriptures. 

Unfortunately, no early Brit-
ish (English) Bible manuscript 
seems to have come down to us 
on account of the devastating 
thoroughness of the Anglo-
Saxon ravages, and only a few 
examples of British work in 
Wales are known. The Irish 
scribes, however, were not sub- 

jected to such ruthless persecu-
tion, and a number of their 
manuscripts have been preserved. 
Many are written with beautiful 
regularity, and with decorative 
features of a most elaborate 
kind, which must have necessi-
tated months or even years of 
work. 

An early Irish version is seen 
in the Dommach-Avigid in the 
Royal Irish Academy. It is 
quoted in the writings of Fasti-
dius and Patrick of the fifth cen-
tury and in those of Cummianus 
and Adamnan of the seventh. 
Apparently it continued in use as 
late as the ninth century, for the 
quotations of Nennius and Asser 
about that time also correspond 
with it. 

A fifth-century translation of 
the gospels is to be found in the 
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Trinity College Library, Dublin. 
There is also there a copy of the 
Book of Durrow, dating from 
the seventh century, and said to 
be the work of Columba. 

Columba was perhaps the 
greatest of the scribes of the 
early Irish church and was en-
gaged in preparing a copy of the 
psalter at the time of his death. 
Baithene, his successor, com-
pleted this copy and is also 
credited with producing one in 
which the only fault was the 
omission of a dot over an "i" ! 

The Irish Bible scribes were 
held in very high regard and in-
jury to them was punished most 
severely. 

British Church Rejects Apocrypha 

The basis of the first British 
and Irish versions was the Old 
Latin Bible of the Western 
world, but many of the British 
scholars so mastered the Greek, 
and even the Hebrew, language 
that they were able to correct the 
Latin version from manuscripts 
in the original tongues. And 
what is even more significant, 
they omitted from their vernacu-
lar Bibles the spurious apocry-
phal books of the Old Latin ver-
sion which had been accepted by 
the Roman church ! 

Not only did the scribes of the 
Brito-Irish church zealously copy 
the Word of God in the language 
of the people, but they studied 
and expounded it to the people 
with equal diligence. 

Preaching and Teaching 

Wherever a monastery or 
Christian colony was established, 
a teaching staff was installed and 
students were attracted in great 
numbers. At Bangor-Iscoed in 
North Wales there were regu-
larly over two thousand students. 

With the destruction of the 
British schools by the Saxon in-
vaders those of Ireland came 
into prominence and for cen-
turies were famous throughout  

the whole of Europe. The names 
given to Ireland, "the Isle of 
Saints" and "the University of 
the West," testify to the piety 
and learning of its inhabitants. 

At Cuana's monastery there 
were over 1,700 pupils and Las-
rain had more than 1,500. Clon-
ard in County Meath at the be-
ginning of the sixth century was 
one of the most famous educa-
tional centres of the period, the 
usual number of pupils being 
about 3,000. Manual labour, de-
votional exercises, study of lan-
guages including Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin, science, the Scrip-
tures, and ecclesiastical litera-
ture, comprised the curriculum. 
On one occasion Senach tells 
that he was sent by Finian to see 
how the pupils were engaged. He 
came back with the word that 
"some are employed in manual 
labour, some are studying the 
Scriptures, and others, especially 
Columba of Tirs-da-Glas, are en-
gaged in prayer." 

So great did the reputation of 
the Irish schools become that in 
later years even the French re-
sorted thither. Dagobert II of 
France received his education at 
Slane in County Meath and the 
French bishop, Agilbert, also re-
sided for a considerable time in 
Ireland to study the Scriptures. 
Kings Aldfrith and Oswy of 
Northumbria as well as bishops 
Egbert, Ethelbuin, Chad, and 
Willibrord were all educated in 
Ireland. 

Bede tells us that many of the 
converted Saxons resorted 
thither : 

"Either for the sake of sacred 
studies, or a more ascetic life; 
some of them devoted themselves 
to a monastic life, others chose 
rather to apply themselves to study, 
going from one master's cell to 
another. The Scots [Irish] will-
ingly received them all, and took 
care to supply them with daily 
food without cost, as also to fur-
nish them with books for their 
studies, and teaching them free of  

charge."—"Ecclesiastical History," 
Book 3, sec. 27. 

An extensive literature was 
produced by the learned Brito-
Irish church, which, however, 
has now all but disappeared. 
One Irish teacher of the seventh 
century, named Augustine, is 
notable for the production of two 
treatises, one on "Wonders of 
Scripture" and another on "Diffi-
culties of Scripture," which gave 
evidence of such learning and 
wisdom that they were attributed 
to the pen of the great Augustine 
of Hippo. The canon he accep-
ted was the same as our Protes-
tant canon and not that of the 
Latin church. 

Absence of Ritualism 

The forms of worship among 
the early British Christians were 
simple, and corresponded with 
those of the church of the 
second, third, and early fourth 
centuries, during which period 
British bishops had been repre-
sented on the early church coun-
cils on faith and order. They 
knew nothing of the elaborate 
ritualism and the changes which 
had been introduced in later cen-
turies by Rome. When the 
British and Roman churches 
came into contact during the 
sixth and seventh centuries the 
former church was still comput-
ing the date of Easter after the 
fashion of the early church, and 
still using the ceremony of single 
baptism by immersion in the 
name of the triune God instead 
of the threefold immersion prac-
tised by Rome. 

Apostolic Organization 

In organization, too, the Brit-
ish church corresponded closely 
with the apostolic and early 
church. Each tribe had its own 
church in the charge of a bishop 
or elder. These local churches 
were self-governing, yet in bro-
therly contact with those in other 
districts. The leaders of the 
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larger or older established 
churches were looked to with 
respect for counsel and guidance, 
but not as having any intrinsi-
cally higher authority. The ec-
clesiastical organization of the 
Latin church was entirely absent. 

Scattered over the country 
were numerous centres or "mon-
asteries" to which we have pre-
viously referred. These must 
not, however, be confused with 
the institutions of the same name 
which grew up in mediaeval 
times, from which they were en-
tirely different both in purpose 
and conduct. 

The Latin principle was iso-
lation and separation from the 
world, primarily for safety and 
for spiritual development, and 
only secondarily for the good of 
others. The British monastery 
was in no way a place of isola-
tion, but was essentially a mis-
sionary and educational centre 
for the tribe, with church, school, 
and houses in which the mission-
aries lived with their families. 

The occupants were not bound 
by the Roman ordinance of celi-
bacy and were free to come and 
go as they chose. Patrick, the 
apostle of Ireland, as we have 
noted, was the son of a deacon 
and the grandson of a priest. 
They sustained themselves from 
the products of the land which 
they tilled around the monastery 
and spent the rest of their time 
teaching those who came for in-
struction, and preaching the Gos-
pel among the surrounding peo-
ples. 

When pioneering into new 
places a group of missionaries 
secured a small portion of land 
within the territory of the tribe 
they desired to reach and there 
established one of these Chris-
tian colonies. Living a life of 
purity, holiness, and self-denial 
before the surrounding pagans, 
and practising charity and bene- 

volence where opportunity oc-
curred, they won their respect. 
Then they went forth among 
them preaching the doctrines and 
the pure morality of the Gospel 
and drawing the youth to the 
monastery for religious and cul-
tural instruction. When the 
monastery was fully established 
it would send out groups to other 
places, where a similar work was 
begun. 

Thus the British monasteries 
were not like the unscriptural 
places of seclusion of later times, 
but were centres of Christian 
influence like the mission sta-
tions in heathen lands to-day. 

In later times the idea of se-
clusion did develop, and as Rom-
ish influence gained power the 
monasteries were modified after 
the Latin type until eventually 
they became entirely Romanized. 
But it was centuries before the 
rule of celibacy was completely 
enforced. 

Religious Liberty 

As indicated by their church 
organization the British church 
believed in liberty of conscience 
and was bound together not by 
the bonds of ecclesiastical 
authority but by the ties of 
Christian love and a common 
faith. 

This liberty they exemplified 
in their relations with all men. 
In their missionary activities they 
did not, like Rome, seek to 
coerce men to accept the Gospel 
but drew them by the constrain-
ing power of love. And they 
worked for men as individuals, 
not gathering them into the 
church en masse. 

Without doubt the Emperor 
Constantine the Great in his 
early life had become imbued 
with the spirit of liberty which 
characterized the British church, 
for we find that his first religi-
ous decree, the Edict of Milan, 
was a model of Christian free- 

dom : "We grant," it stated, 
"both to the Christians and to 
all men, free liberty to follow 
the religion which each man has 
chosen." It is sad to note, how-
ever, that he did not hold to this 
principle in subsequent years of 
his life. 

When the emissaries of Rome 
approached the leaders of the 
British church to compel them to 
accept the primacy of the. Pope, 
it was only natural that they 
should offer a most strenuous 
resistance. For not only were 
the doctrines and practices of 
Latin Christianity foreign to 
them, but the methods of Rome 
were the very antithesis of their 
conception of the church of God. 

As Cadvan, prince of Wales, 
said to the abbot of Bangor, in 
discussing the British position : 

"All men may hold the same 
truths, yet no man thereby be 
drawn into slavery to another. If 
the Cymry believed all that Rome 
believes, that would be as strong 
reason for Rome obeying us as for 
us to obey Rome. It suffices for us 
that we obey the truth. If other 
men obey the truth, are they there-
fore to become subject to us? Then 
were the truth of Christ made 
slavery unto men and not free-
dom." 

Better would it have been for 
England had the simple faith of 
the early British church lived on. 
But its very simplicity and its 
abhorrence of coercion and force 
made it no match for the highly-
developed, complex, and power-
ful organization of Rome. with 
the result that during the cen-
turies which followed the land-
ing of Augustine the native 
church fought an heroic but 
steadily losing battle against the 
usurper, until at last the primi-
tive church had been entirely 
superseded by the ecclesiastical 
system of Rome. 

(Concluding Article: "T h e 
Eclipse of Brit a i n's Early 
Church and the Protestant Re-

vival.") 
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Eclipse of the Early 
British 
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Concluding Article in 
the Series 

Did Rome Convert 
Britain ? 

0) Newton 

Ruins of Whitby Abbey where the fateful conference was held which resulted in 
the eclipse of the early British church and the triumph of Rome. 

By W. L. EMMERSON 

SIXTY or seventy years after 
the landing of Augustine the Ro-
man mission was still confined 
within the narrow limits of Kent. 
For a short time they had gained 
a slight hold in Yorkshire and 
perhaps in one or two other 
places, but these were very soon 
lost. The British church, which 
was to have been brought into 
submission to the papal See, was 
still independent and had actually 
effected the evangelization of the 
Angles and Saxons, where the 
Latin church had so signally 
f ailed. 

But Rome was not beaten. She 
would await her opportunity; 
sometime and somehow the inde-
pendence of the British church 
would be broken, and these isles 
would be brought to the feet of 
the sovereign pontiff. 

At last the tide began to turn. 
Oswy succeeded his brother, Os-
wald, in the north and extended 
his rule over the whole of North-
umbria and Mercia, thus becom-
ing by far the most powerful 
king in the land. He married a 
Kentish princess, Eanflede, who 
brought with her to York a Ro-
mish priest, Romanus. Together  

they succeeded in winning over 
an ambitious young nobleman of 
the Northumbrian court, Wilfrid 
by name, who visited Rome and 
became imbued with ideas of Ro-
man supremacy. Returning he 
was given charge of the young 
prince Alcf rid, whom he sub-
verted from loyalty to the Brit- 
ish 	church. Through Alcf rid, 
Oswy was persuaded to convene 
a conference at the great mon-
astery of Whitby to give consid-
eration to the case for Roman 
primacy. Bishop Colman ap-
peared on behalf of the native 
church and Wilfrid took the side 
of Rome. 

Peter's Keys 

Subtly Wilfrid presented his 
case, asserting that Peter, the 
head of the Roman church, had 
been given the keys of the king-
dom by Christ Himself, and 
therefore was able to open or 
close heaven to whom he would. 
Colman could produce no such 
tangible evidence of authority, 
and Oswy, swayed by the falla-
cious plausibility of Wilfrid's ar-
gument, decided to throw in his 
lot on the side of the church of 
Peter, lest, he said, "When I  

shall appear at the gate of hea-
ven, peradventure there may be 
no one to open to me." 

But it was not a complete vic-
tory for Wilfrid, for the king 
could not escape from his linger-
ing respect for the old church. 
Colman was assured that the 
monastery of Lindisfarne would 
be in no way interfered with and 
would be free to continue inde-
pendent of Rome. 

Oswy's fateful decision, how-
ever, set the Roman party upon 
the first rung of the ladder to 
supremacy. 

A few years later Theodore of 
Tarsus was consecrated Arch-
bishop of Canterbury by Pope 
Vitalian, and arrived in England 
to take over the leadership of 
the Roman party. A diplomatist 
to the core Theodore realized 
that a frontal attack upon the 
native church would be futile. 
Victory would be possible only 
by subtle allurement and in-
trigue. So he set to work to be-
guile the English people by emo-
tional appeal. Beautiful churches 
were built with the aid of Wil-
frid at York, Ripon, and Hex-
ham, the magnificence of which 
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completely eclipsed the simple 
structures of the British church. 
Vestments, holy vessels, and pic-
tures were brought over from 
Rome, and a special teacher ar-
rived to instruct the choirs in 
chanting. Educational establish-
ments were also settled at Can-
terbury and Jarrow to dissemin-
ate Roman influence and to coun-
teract the work of Lindisfarne, 
Iona, and the Irish schools. 

Controversy over points of 
doctrine and ritual were care-
fully avoided and everything 
possible was done to lessen the 
gap which separated the British 
bishops from the followers of 
Rome. Some who were willing 
to receive reconsecration from 
Theodore were accepted as regu-
lar priests of Rome without com-
plete renunciation of British 
practices. 

Submission of the British Church 

When the church had been 
thoroughly leavened a pan-An-
glican synod was convened in A.D. 
673 at Hertford in the interests 
of "peace and amity." Still not 
a word was said about Rome, 
nor about the Pope. Only unity 
with the "Catholic Church" was 
stressed, and the teachings of the 
"Fathers" held up for reverent 
acquiescence. All unconsciously 
the assembled bishops assented 
to the proposals Theodore made. 
The remnants of opposition of 
the native group were dispelled 
by his silver-tongued eloquence, 
and practically the whole church 
surrendered to him as its head. 

Thus was the die cast, and the 
church unwittingly gave itself 
body and soul into the hands of 
Rome. How differently might 
the assembled British bishops 
have acted could they have fore-
seen the dire consequences of 
their action. 

Under Theodore the now 
united Anglo-Saxon church was 
thoroughly organized and the 
country divided into dioceses  

with Canterbury as the seat of 
the archbishopric. 

The years which followed 
were marked by further vicissi-
tudes for the Roman church, 
and at one time another Celtic 
revival appeared imminent. Ro-
mish influences were now, how-
ever, too deeply rooted to be 
overthrown. 

Adamnan, the abbot of Iona, 
submitted to re-ordination during 
a visit to Northumbria but was 
deposed by his fellow-monks. 
Early in the eighth century the 
monastery was split into two 
rival.parties, Roman and British, 
rival abbots holding sway until 
A.D. 772 when the whole monas-
tery finally conformed. Somerset 
and Devon maintained their in-
dependence until early in the 
eighth century. North Wales 
followed in A.D. 768, and South 
Wales in A.D. 777. The Cornish 
bishops held out until well on 
into the tenth century. In parts 
of Scotland Celtic practices per-
sisted until the eleventh century 
when they were finally sup-
pressed by Margaret, the wife of 
King Malcolm. And some parts 
of Ireland were not completely 
subjugated until well on into the 
twelfth century. 

Well says Bacon in his Gov-
ernment of England : 

"The Britons told Augustine 
they would not be subject to him, 
nor let him pervert the ancient 
laws of their church. This was 
their resolution, and they were 
as good as their word, for they 
maintained the liberty of their 
church five hundred years after 
his time, and were the last of all 
the churches of Europe that gave 
up their power to the Roman 
Beast." 

Enthralled but Not Absorbed 

For the next few centuries 
Rome maintained a precarious 
hold upon the English church, 
but her sway was ever foreign 
to the feelings of the people. In 
the words of one commentator 
on this period : 

"The church was . . . not ab-
sorbed, but enthralled, never a part 
of the church of Rome, but under 
her sway; ever restive under her 
exactions and never satisfied with 
a usurpation which had been 
gained chiefly by diplomacy, false 
decretals, and superior craft"—
"Modern Romanism Examined," 
page 388. 

Archbishop Dunstan in A.D. 
970 refused to recognize the 
Pope's interference in the affairs 
of the English church and 
Robert, the Norman archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1052, together 
with Ulf, another Norman 
bishop, were deposed for at-
t e m p t i n g to Romanize the 
church. 

The year 1066 brought the 
Norman conquest, entered upon 
by William of Normandy, at the 
instigation of the Pope, to com-
plete the subjection of the inde-
pendent British spirit. A Nor-
man archbishop and Norman 
bishops were installed and Ro-
man discipline and order were 
rigidly enforced. 

Gradually, however, the Nor-
mans seemed to catch the spirit 
of the conquered race and them-
selves became impatient of the 
intrusions of Rome. A new con-
flict thus developed between the 
Norman church and the papal 
See, which continued with vary-
ing fortunes for several cen-
turies. 

Dawn of the Reformation 

Towards the close of the four-
teenth century a great impetus 
was given to the anti-Roman 
movement by John Wycliffe of 
Oxford, the "Morning Star of 
the Reformation," and his Lol-
lard successors. A Roman coun-
ter-movement followed, and so 
the struggle went on until the 
reign of Henry VIII, when the 
fetters of Rome were finally 
broken and the last church to ac-
cept the Roman yoke took the 
lead as the first to throw it off.' 

During the centuries which 
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followed Britain became the 
greatest protagonist of Reforma-
tion principles and the very key-
stone of the Protestant church. 
In the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries the British church has 
led the way in giving the Gospel 
to the heathen world. 

Rome's Modern Challenge 
But the divine admonition, 

"Let him that standeth take heed 
lest he fall," was never more 
timely than to Protestantism to-
day. For once more Rome is in 
hopes of bringing Britain to her 
feet, and that by the same  

methods whereby the British 
church of the sixth century was 
enslaved. 

There are many Theodores in 
the land again who by the subtle-
ties of ritualism, are subvert-
ing the faith of many from the 
spiritual essentials of true wor-
ship. Anglo-Catholicism in the 
Anglican church and Free Cath-
olicism among the nonconformist 
bodies both strenuously assert 
their independence of Rome, yet 
both are leading the British peo-
ple back again along that same 
fatal path. 

And there are Wilf rids, too, 
who are only waiting the oppor-
tunity to press openly for re-
union with the church of the 
seven hills. 

The present situation thus 
brings to all true Protestants a 
mighty challenge. We must be 
up and doing or our precious 
heritage of truth and freedom 
will again be wrested out of our 
hands. 

The heavenly warning rings 
out to all in this hour of crisis : 
"Hold fast that thou hast, that 
no man take thy crown." 
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