
AN HISTORICAL SURVEY OF TH E
TEACHING OF THE INCARNATIO N

IN ADVENTIST LITERATURE

From 1844-1888 . In the formative years o f

Seventh-day Adventist theology, there is found

scarcely any reference of a specific nature to Christ' s

human nature . The pioneers were preoccupied wit h

studying and establishing such distinctive teach-
ings as the nature of man, the sanctuary, and th e

commandments of God . However, the first of thes e

distinctive doctrines, the nature of man, was boun d
to lead Adventists to take a view on the natur e

of Christ out of harmony with the teaching hel d

by the fallen churches .

Very early in our history, Mrs . White made a fe w

brief references to the kind of human nature taken
by the Saviour :

The angels prostrated themselves before Hini . . . Jesu s
also told them that they would have a part to act, to b e
with Him and at different times strengthen Him ; tha t
He would take man's fallen nature, and His strength would
not be equal with theirs. . . . " Early Writings, " p . 150 .

He lSatanl told his angels that when Jests should tak e
fallen man 's nature, lie could overpower Him. . . . " Ibid ., "
p. 15 2

Later, in a series of articles in the Review and

Herald in 1874, Mrs . White wrote more definitel y

about Christ 's human nature. The series is abou t

Christ 's temptation and victory in the wilderness ,

and in it the writer powerfully shows how Chris t

brought the possibility of overcoming to every mem-
ber of the human family . A few brief extracts here

will illustrate her train of thought :

The Son of God humbled Himself and took man 's
nature after the race had wandered four thousand year s
from Eden and front their original state of purity and up -
rightness . Sin had been making its terrible marks upo n
the race for ages ; and physical, mental, and moral de-
generacy prevailed throughout the human fancily . . . .
fn behalf of the race, with the weaknesses of fallen ma n
upon Hint, He was to stand the temptations of Sata n
upon all points wherewith nian would be assailed . . . .

In order to elevate nian, Christ must reach him wher e
he was . He took human nature, and bore the infirmitie s
and degeneracy of the race . . . .

The humanity of Christ reached to the very depth s
of human wretchedness, and identified itself with th e
weaknesses and necessities of fallen man, while Ili s
divine nature grasped the Eternal . "Selected messages, "
Rook 1, p . 267-8, 272-3 .

Such penetrating and cogent statements on th e
human nature of Christ were confined to the pen o f
Mrs . White . Other Adventist writers had little to

say on Christology, and evidently taking too muc h
for granted in their understanding of righteousnes s
by faith, they continued on with their basic argu-
ments on the state of the dead, the sabbath, the 230 0
days, and prophetic exegesis . As one reads through
about 40 years of the Review and Herald, one ca n
understand Mrs . White's outburst in 1890 : "A s
a people we have preached the law until we are a s
dry as the hills of Gilboa, that had neither de w
nor rain ." Review and Herald, March 11, 1890 .

The Message of 1888 : In 1888 there carne to th e
Seventh-day Adventist Church a very definit e
awakening message on the theme of the righteous-
ness of Christ . Concerning it, Mrs . White declared :
"The Lord in His great mercy sent a most preciou s
message to His people through Elders Waggone r
and Jones . This message was to bring more prom-
inently before the world the uplifted Saviour, th e
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world . It pre-
sented justification through faith in the Surety ; i t
invited the people to receive the righteousness o f
Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to al l
the commandments of God . " Testimonies to Alinis-
t&s, p. 91-2 . The servant of the Lord went on t o
say that the message, if accepted, would bring th e
latter rain to the church and the loud cry to th e
world .

There is no record of the actual preaching o f
Jones and Waggoner at the historic Minneapoli s
meeting, but available sermons and writings fro m
these men while they were still the Lord's messenger s
shortly after 1888 gives a fair idea of the , nature
of their message . What is immediately and striking-
ly evident is that here were men who had broke n
through the mere doctrinal outlines of Adventism .
and had begun to explore the vast vistas of truth o n
the righteousness of Christ in the light of the third
angel's message . The reader cannot help but b e
impressed with how much A . T . Jones had t o
say on the Incarnation . This was the foundatio n
of his presentation on righteousness by faith [Se e
Appendix] . Aside from a few statements from Elle n
G . White, his was the first real preaching in th e
denomination on the subject of righteousness b y
faith in the light of the Incarnation . The message s
of Waggoner and Jones were a practical applicatio n
of the Incarnation to Christian experience . They
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powerfully presented the reality of Christ's huma n
nature, arguing that His flesh was the same as ours ,
that God came to dwell in our flesh in the perso n
of Jesus, that Christ overcame by faith in His Father ,
and that the same victory and sinless life is avail -
able to us in the faith of Jesus . Jones unsparingl y
attacked the doctrine which postulates that the fles h
of Christ was the flesh of the sinless Adam, point-
ing out that such a doctrine had its origin in the
Catholic doctrine of the Immaculate Conception o f
Mary. [See Appendix ]

Thus, in the 1888 message, we find for the firs t
time in Adventist teaching (outside of a few state-
ments from Mrs . White) that the logic of th e
Adventist teaching on the nature of man was fol-
lowed through to apply to the Incarnation an d
righteousness by faith . That Christ should hav e
the same nature as man came as a surprise to som e
of the brethren, and being critical of the messag e
of Waggoner and Jones, some even wrote to Mrs .
White protesting the point . However, she rallied
to the support of the doctrine that God had sent t o
the church through His chosen messengers . Referring
to the controversy over Waggoner and Jones ' mes-
sage, she wrote :

Letters have been coming in to me, affirming tha t
Christ could not have had the same nature as man, fo r
if He had, He would have fallen under similar tempta-
tions . If Ile did not have man 's nature, He could not b e
our example. If Ile was not a partaker of our nature ,
Ile could not have been tempted as man has been . I f
it were not possible for Ilim to yield to temptation, H e
could not be our helper . It was a solemn reality tha t
Christ came to fight the battle as man, in man 's behalf .
His temptation and victory tell us that humanity mus t
copy the Pattern ; man must become a partaker of th e
divine nature . . . .

Ile withstood the temptation, through the power tha t
man may command . lie laid hold on the throne of God ,
and there is not a man or woman who may not have
access to the same help through faith in God . "Selected
Messages," Book 1, p . 408-9 (1890

Thereafter, Mrs . White began making numerou s
statements on the human nature of Christ, state-
ments which were clearly the complement of Wag -
goner and Jones's view on the Incarnation . It is in-
teresting to notice from the General Conference Bul-
letin of 1895 that Jones quoted extensively fro m
statements from Mrs . White which were fresh of f
the press .

Warning Against Extravagent Expressions : Th e
prophet told the church that the message brought b y
Waggoner and Jones was precious light for God' s
people . She placed her full endorsement on th e
message in general . However, she also added : "No
one has said that we shall find perfection in an y
man's investigations . 1Zeo ecv and Herald ,
Mar . 25, 1890 . Jones, being of a very positive

disposition, had a tendency to overstate his case .
(See Selected Messages, Book 1, p. 377-8) . There
is some evidence that he did this in a few expres-
sions on the human nature of Christ . [See Ap-
pendix 1 . Later, other Adventist writers began to
express similar views on the Incarnation, and ther e
is definite evidence that they were influenced b y
Jones' mode of expression . It is interesting to notice
that the 1889 edition of Bible Readings For th e
Home Circle made no specific remarks on Christ' s
human nature . It was yet too early for the editor s
of the book to be influenced by Jones 's teaching .
But later editions of the book, prepared by a group
of SDA Bible scholars, were a clear reflection o f
the teaching of Jones . [See Appendix] . While this
position on the nature of Christ in humanity was
basically sound, there appeared in Adventist litera-
ture a tendency to go overboard in stressing Christ's
likeness to the fallen race . This called for some
counsel from Mrs . White :

"Be careful, exceedingly careful as to how you dwell
upon the human nature of Christ. Do not set Him befor e
the people as a man with the propensities of sin . . . Avoid
every question in relation to the humanity of Chris t
which is liable to be misunderstood . . . . Never, in
any way, leave the slightest impression upon huma n
minds that a taint of, or inclination to, corruptio n
rested upon Christ, or that He in any way yielded to
corruption . . I preceive that there is danger in ap-
proaching subjects which dwell on the humanity of th e
Son of the infinite God ." "SDA Bible Commentary,"
vol . 5, p . 1128-9.

These cautions were not made public to the
church, but were filed under Letter 8, 1895 . It seems
that if the cautions had been more widely know n
they would have tempered some statements tha t
appeared in denominational print . But in all fair-
ness to Jones (and also others who wrote similarly) ,
it should be noted that he clearly understood tha t
the person of Christ Himself was without the pro-
pensities, passions, or inclinations to sin . Notice His
words :

Thus in the flesh of Jesus Christ—not in Himself, bu t
in His flesh, our flesh which He took in human nature —
there were just the same tendencies to sin that are in yo u
and me . "The Third Angels Message, Lecture 14, "Genera l
Conference Bulletin," 1895 .

Now as to Christ 's not having "like passions" with us :
in the Scriptures all the way through He is like us, an d
with us according to the flesh . He is the seed of Davi d
according to the flesh . He was made in the likeness o f
sinful flesh . Don't go too far. Ile was made in the likenes s
of sinful flesh ; not in the likeness of sinful mind . Do
not drat; flis mind into it . His flesh was our flesh ; bu t
the wind was "the mind of Christ Jesus . " "Ibid," Lecture 17 .

So too with the other Adventist writers . They
proclaimed emphatically that in thought, will, and
affections, Christ was entirely without any tain t
of or inclination to corruption . Although the y
declared that in Christ's flesh were the same ten-
dencies to sin that are in our flesh, this is not t o
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be taken to mean that they taught that Christ Ilim-
self had sinful propensities . A sinful propensit y
exists only in the heart, for the flesh of itself can -
not act contrary to the will of God . However, ou r
writers would have benefited if they had know n
and heeded the following counsel : "[n treating up -
on the humanity of Christ, you need to guard
strenuously every assertion, lest your words be take n
to mean more than they imply, and thus you los e
of dim the clear perceptions of His humanity a s
combined with divinity ." Letter 8 . 1895 .

A Change In Teaching : Adventist teaching o n
the human nature of Christ has often been the sub-
ject of criticism and misunderstanding among non -
Adventist Christians . True, matters have not bee n
helped by some of the more extreme expression s
found in our literature, but as long as there is a
difference in our understanding on the nature o f
man, there must be a difference in our understandin g
on the human nature of Christ . A Baptist theologia n
shows that he understands the problem when h e
states : "Adventism's position on the two precedin g
subjects—those of Man and Death—determines it s
doctrine of Christ . This is inevitable, for Chris t
is man as well as God, and Ile, as well as we ,
has been subjected to death . " Norman F . Douty ,
Another Looh At Seventh-day Adventism, p . 48 .

In the year 1950, a development began to tak e
place in the circles of Adventist theologians, know n
as "Christ-centered preaching . " It took real shap e
and direction at the Ministerial Association meet-
ings at the pre-session of the General Conferenc e
Session of that year . The Secretary of the Minis-
terial Association, Elder R . A . Anderson . was on e
of the prominent leaders in this "awakening ." Two
delegates to the session, Elders Wieland and Short ,
appealed to the General Conference Committee tha t
much of this "Christ-centered preaching" was i n
reality "anti-christ-centered preaching" which woul d
lead us to the acceptance of the "Christ" of apostat e
Protestantism . The warning seemed too fantasti c
to merit any serious consideration, and was there -
fore summarily dismissed .

In 1956 a group of our leading theologians me t
with representatives of the "Evangelical " Protestan t
churches to discuss the points of doctrine tha t
separated Adventists from the rest of the "Evan-
gelical" Protestant churches . Dr . Barnhouse, one o f
the representatives from the "Evangelical" cause .
records the results of the interview in the followin g
words : "Immediately it was perceived that the Ad-
ventist were strenuously denying certain doctrina l
positions which had been previously attribute d
to them ." He goes on to mention how that one of

the main points under consideration was the huma n
nature of Christ . It is clear that the Adventis t
representives repudiated the position that Christ too k
the fallen nature of mail after 4,000 years of sin .
It is true that most of the statements referring t o
Christ's taking nian ' s fallen nature appear in th e
book Questions on Doctrine (which book grew ou t
of the discussions with the "Evangelicals"), but the
writers of the book would fain make these state-
ments merely to mean that Christ only took thi s
nature in Ills redemptive act on the cross—i . e . . tha t
such a nature was only imputed to Christ . How -
ever, as an over-all result of these discussions, Dr .
Walter Martin, the other "Evangelical" representa-
tive, came out before the world, stating : "Tru e
Seventh-day Adventism, despite its difference fro m
us, is one with us in the great work of winning me n
to Jesus Christ and in preaching the wonders o f
Ills matchless redeeming grace ." Fterniti/ . Jan . 1Q9 7
(See Witnessiny A ill etamorphosts for a full docu-
mentation of these discussions) .

While these things were taking place in ou r
church in America, there were some significant de-
velopments in the Australasian Division . A certai n
conference President . Pastor R . A . Greive . also be -
came very interested in a revival of "Christ-centered "
preaching as a means of reviving the church . It ap-
peared to this Adventist leader that the foundatio n
of the disillusionment and discouragement of th e
Christian experience of many of the church mem-
bers lay in what he supposed was the false teachin g
among us on the human nature of Christ . Hav-
ing taken the position that Christ's human natur e
was wholly like that of Adam's before he sinne d
(except for some obvious physical ,veaknesses) . Il e
began to tell the church members that perfec t
obedience to God's law was neither possible no r
necessary in this life . Some of the lay members wer e
alarmed at such startling innovations to the Adven t
faith, but the ministry of the conference stood solidl y
behind the President . Subsequently, a few "heretics "
were disfellowshipped, and the rest were frightened
into submission . In 1956 . R . A . Greive took up
the position of President of the North New Zealan d
Conference . The concern of some people wa s
aroused, and finally the leaders of the Division bega n
to question some of the teachings of R . A . Greive .
About this time . he received some encouragemen t
from Elder R . A . Anderson who was at the General,
Conference . To bolster tip support for himself .
Greive circulated some of the correspondence whic h
he received from the General Conference office .
As this throlvs important light on what has bee n
taking place . Nvc cite the main parts of this cor-
respondence here :
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Ministerial Assoc . Gen . Conf . of S .D .A .

Washington 12, D .C .

January 19, 195 6

Pastor R . A . Greive ,

North N . Z . Conference ,

Box 8541, Upper Symonds St ., P.O .

AUCKLAND, N . Z .

My dear Brother Greive :

This letter is long, long overdue and it carrie s
sincerest apologies for what is an unpardonabl e
neglect . At the time of your accident in New Guine a
1 was wider a terrific pressure with appointment s
away front the office, and as you know when yo u
get hark things pile high, and sontrhuw this wa s
overlooked . I wrote to Stan (iattder and it Bonn
how was in the back of my mind that I had writ -
ten you as well . Ilow thankful we are that th e
lord spared your lives, although it was a terribl e
experience .

Well now, brother, we are in the midst of a

most intervNiing study . For your sake I wish yo u
could be here in Washington rjght now . You re-
ntentbcr the things we discussed in both Australi a
and Auckland, especially concerning the nature o f

Christ . Well . at that time sonic things that Siste r
White wrote more than half a century ago wer e
kind of in the back-ground . Practically nobod y
knew of their existence although they were pub-
lished in the Reufetr and alsu in personal letter s
and counsels, etc . The pity of it is that thes e
statements which throw a great deal of light on th e
subject bad not been made available to our worker s
generally long before now .

As soon a, I returned from Australia I was plunged
into the thick of a very iniport .tnt series of counsel s
with some outstanding theologians belonging t o

se Cet .11 different groups, but remarkable Christians ,
each of them . They had been given the task o f
writing a,.;ainst its, and when they came clown her e
to get lust handed material they discovered that in -
stead of our being a cult we were sound evangelica l
Christians . This discovery was a shock to the m
and alter some days of study they openl y and joy -
fully rCC,:Ivk .d its as 1 )rethrcn in Christ, grippin g
our hands in the spirit of fellowship . Their eye s
filled with tears as they told of their remarkabl e
chan,.;c of concept and of how thrilled they wer e
to oli,cover that on the great fundamentals „t Chris-
tianity we rang absolutely tr ue .

One of the important features of discussiurt wa i
the nature of Christ, ind how thankful we were

that we could show from the Spirit of Prophec y
a very clear position concerning the absolute sin-
lessness of Jesus .

Now this is just a wee note to tell you that whil e
we have not yet finished our research and our wor k
with these men, yet the present, situation is ver y
encouraging . What I am saying is not for publica-
tion right now, althougb doubtless within a fe w
months we will be able to share these things wit h
all otu• workers ; and they should be shared . Brethren
L . Froom and W . E . Read and I have been a
trio working very closely with these men and it ha s
demanded much of our time, for we have bee n
studying to state our beliefs in terms that could
not be misunderstood by the theologians .

You may remember drawing my attention to a
book you were reading just as we were going into
a meeting on the Sabbath morning there in Auck-
land . You read a fine paragraph from it ; but I
failed to take the name of the book or even th e
name of the author . We discussed Campbell Morga n
and others, but this man I think was an English
theologian and his statements seemed so clear . I
would appreciate it if you could let me kno w
the title of the book and the author for I woul d
like a copy .

You are absolutely right in the contention tha t
.Jesus did not partake of our sinful nature . I f
I could put it simply it would be in these words :
I fe partook of human nature but not carnal nature .
I Ie was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, not jus t
sinful flesh, so that Ile could say to His apostles ,
"The Prince of this world conteth and bath nothin g
(findeth no response) in Me . "

Well, this opens up a very big question and i n
a very little while I will send you some things tha t
I know will delight your heart . This is just a
friendly letter to tell you how much I appreciated
the many kindnesses you showed us and to expres s
the hope that the Lord is giving you success in th e
leadership of that important field .

If I could drop one little sentence of friendly
counsel it would be : Don't stress theology amon g
your workers for the time being . Your best in-
tentions can be and often are misunderstood . Bu t
be assured that some of these very points of dis-
cussion will be brought into the open, and the m
maybe you can give them the emphasis they wil l
need .

Well God bless you . Give my greetings to all th e
workers there .

Sincerely your brother .

(Signed) R . Allan Anderson .
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April 23, 195 6

Pastor R . A . Greive ,

Box 8541, Auckland ,

Dear Brother Greive :

. . . It would seem from your letter that ther e
are some out there in the Australasian field who
have the impression that these questions and
answers have been prepared by just a small grou p
and because the General Conf . Committee has no t
passed action upon them that they are not authori-
tative . Actually, the General Conf . Committee doe s
not rule on matters of faith and doctrine or churc h
policy . All such matters must be dealt with at a

General Conf . in session . Between such sessions ,
however, the General Conf, officers who represen t
the administration of the cause of God serve as a
body of counsel on all such matters, but of cours e
these brethren have no authority to change any
teaching . It was to this group that these question s
and answers were presented . A number of the lead-
ing officers with certain selected individuals hav e
given much time to the study of these answers .
In fact very careful attention has been given to ever y
particular word . These answers therefore represen t
the painstaking effort of a large group of the mos t
responsible leaders of the denomination, the Genera l
Conf . President being the chairman at every suc h
meeting . . . .

One thing should be made clear : we are not
trying to harmonize our beliefs with those of othe r
Christian groups . In fact the ministers with whom
we have been working represent different denomi-
nations, and are therefore in disagreement amon g
themselves on minor points of faith, such as th e
mode of baptism, church organization, etc . Bu t
on the essentials of the gospel, as they relate t o
the person and work of Jesus Christ, they stand
together . And when they have discovered that w e
stand with them on these vital issues, it has brough t
to them a great joy and satisfaction . Some o f
these men have been among the most able opponent s
of Adventism but that was because they did no t
know what we actually believe, having receive d
their concepts from some of our older books . An d
of course, believing that Sister White had also
taught these things, they regarded her as a false
prophet and branded the whole denomination as a
cult, eaten through and through with heresy . Thei r
discovery of our understanding of real New Testa-
ment truth has made them our friends and has le d
them to a very deep and thorough study of our othe r
points of faith which, as they point out, are no t
at the heart of the gospel but rather on the periph-

erg ; they are works of righteousness which gro w
out of our relationship to Christ and not the basi s
of that relationship . Such doctrines are the Sabbath ,
tithing, health reform, etc .

You have asked concerning the nature of Chris t
during the incarnation . This is a point on whic h
many of our writers and preachers have not bee n
clear . . . . It is a point of faith in which ou r
preachers and writers have expressed themselves ver y
emphatically at times but usually on the wron g
side of the truth . . . .

If you would suffer me this little word of counse l
as a friend, I would suggest that you hold thes e
thoughts in your heart and not make an issue o f
them until we as a people have come to the plac e
where we understand this doctrine as clearly as w e
should, and as clearly as we do other points of faith .
The fellowship of the brethren and the communio n
of saints is too precious an experience to hav e
destroyed by the spirit of controversy . I am confi-
dent that the time is near when this great mystery
of godliness will be understood better by us as a
people . But until then it would seem wise if Nv e
could confine ourselves to a prayerful discussion o f
it between us as workers . While it is truth, w e
should be very careful not to set it before the lait y
until we are prepared to speak with a united voice .
I think you will recall a suggestion I made to yo u
on this point before and will not misunderstand
my mentioning it again . . . .

In closing let me declare as my personal convic-
tion that we have come to the time in our histor y
and the history of the evangelical Christian church
in general that we are moving into the experienc e
of the Pentecostal outpouring of power . . . .

(signed) R . Allan Anderson

The sequel to the issue with R . A . Greive i n
Australia was that not long after receiving thi s
correspondence from R . A . Anderson, he left the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, gave up the Sab-
bath, and fully joined the "Evangelical" cause .
In an article published to the world in 1958, calle d
In Chains of Seventh-day Adventism . R . A . Greive
explained his defection . First he came to the posi-
tion that Christ did not take man's fallen nature .
(tie explained -that this was the foundation) .

Second, he concluded from that, very logically, tha t
it is impossible for us to be without sin as Chris t
was, and to render perfect obedience to His law .
The third and final step was logical enough too—
he gave up the Sabbath . In the article he tri-
umphantly declared that the leading theologian s
of the church had also come around to his way o f
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thinking on the human nature of Christ . They
have not followed him to the logical conclusion
of giving up the Sabbath, but they have certainl y
followers him in the first two steps . [In Chains o f

Seventh-day Adventism available on request . Ed . ]

Anyone who examines past and present position s
on the nature of Christ will know that there ha s
been a change . Even Dr . Anderson admitted thi s
frankly to R . A . Greive in correspondence. In
public statements we do not find such frankness ,
for rather than there being some public acknowledge-
ment of a change, it is said that our past pronounce-
ments somehow "slipped into " the books . Moreover ,
as the correspondence to Greive clearly bears out .
it is regarded as poor procedure to let the lait y
know what is going on until the ministry is edu-
cated in the new position .

Conclusion : It may be wondered how the "new -
view" was ushered in so easily . The Scripture says ,
"While men slept, the enemy sowed tares . " It i s
well known that some of our fundamentalist theo-
logians tried to defend the historic position of the
church against the introduction'of the " new-view . "
But the fundamentalists were caught off guard .
They tried to defend the truth with some of the
unsound arguments and extravagant expressions o f
the past . Those contending for the "new-view "
were fully ready, using the almost unknown counsel s
of Mrs . White which speak out against "makin g
Christ altogether human ." Nov "loyalty " to th e
church and the brethren prevents any public com-
ment or protest . In fact, most of the fundamental-
ists have now become so used to the new teaching ,
that they have ceased to be alarmed . Meanwhile, th e
Secretary of the Ministerial Association is busy
entrenching the ministry in the "new-view " th e
world around, and in this work he is being ably

supported by most of our institutions of learning ,
especially Andrews University .

Basically, the "new-view" of the Inncarnation i s
erroneous . Our past writers and editors raid not hesi-
tate to brand such teachings as the doctrine of anti -
Christ . [See Appendix] . It leads directly to th e
denial of God's purpose for the Advent Movement—
the development of a community of saints who
will render perfect obedience to the law of God
through their personal application of the experienc e
of the Incarnation . Yet the "new-view" is certain-
ly not all error . There is much truth in it . W e
need to understand the perfect sinlessness of the
human nature of Christ . But the facts of Christ ' s
sinless human nature are wrongly applied . Christ ' s
human nature was sinless because of its union wit h
divinity, and in this we find the hope of the fallen
race . In this we see demonstrated what our falle n
natures might become when united to divinity . Bu t
the "new-view " draws disastrous conclusions fro m
the sinlessness of Christ 's human nature. It draws
the conclusion that Christ took a superior and sinless
human nature, something out of the reach of th e
rest of mankind . This places the obedience and sin -
less life of Jesus as something for which He wa s
peculiarly adapted, and takes away the faith tha t
will lead God's people to reflect the image of Jesu s
fully .

On the other hand, the position taken by th e
past writers and editors of the Advent movement i s
basically true, and it is the faith of Jesus that wil l
lead to the development of the sealed saints . Ye t
sometimes, in an effort to stress Christ 's complete
victory in human flesh, the same writers did mak e
some statements that tended to be extreme . Th e
present agitation on the Incarnation will no doub t
lead God 's people to a more perfect and intelligen t
understanding of this vital truth that lay at th e
basis of the 1888 message .

By R. D_ Brinsmead
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